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the SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-n., and read prayers.

QUESTION — EDUCATION, HEAD
TEACHERS AND ASSISTANTS.

Mr. ALLEN (for Mr. Smith) asked the
Minister for Education: Will be lay on
the Table of the House a return, showing
the names of the 59 bead teachers and 56
assistants whe were notified of their
transfers prior to the vaeation?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
replied: I regret that the list compiled
was not correct. The eclerk entrusted
with the compilation of sueh lists included
transfers nrranged hefore the beginning
of the holidays, although in some cases
the notifications did not go out until a
few days later. The first day of the holi-
days was Saturday, December 19th.
Notices of transfer were sent on or be-
fore December 17th to 42 head teachers
and 23 assistants. _ On December 19th
notices were despatched fo one head
leacher and nine assistants. On Monday,
December 21st, notices were despatched
to one head teacher and 10 assistants. On
December 22nd notices were despaiched
to 13 head teachers and 14 assistants. On
December 23rd notices were despatehed
to two head teachers. A return of all
the names concerned is attached,

The Minister laid the papers on the
Table.
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QUESTION — RAILWAY REVENUE,
BEVERI.EY, BROOKTON, AND
PINGELLY.

Mr., HICKMOTT asked the Premier:
What was the railway revenue earned for
the lasl two years at Beverley, Brookton,
and Pingeliy?

The PREMIER replied: The total
earnings (i.e, siation debits) for the last
two years are as follow:—Beverley,
£12,065; DBrookton, £1R,870 (this in-
cludes freight« on railway constroction
malerial) ; Pingelly, £14,630. This in-
formation is puhliched on pages 78/9 of
the annunl reporl for yesr ended 30th
June last.

SELECT COMYITTEE, WHALING
LICENSE,

On motion by My, HOLMAN lthe time
for bringing np lhe Committee’s report
was extended for a week.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Attornev General: 1, Return
showing unolifieations of transfer to
sehool teachers, 2. Papers re proseention
of Joyee Bros. {ordered on motion by
Mr. Bolton). 3, Return of head and
assislanl teachers notified of transfer
prior to the vaeation,

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the (Governor received
and read notifying assent tn the follow-
ing Bills:-—

1, Lieensing
{inuance,

2, Stamp Act .Amendment,

3, Postponement of Debts Aet Amend-

Aet Amendment Con-

ment.

4, TFEsperance Northwards Railwav.

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSIST-
ANCE.

Council’'s Message—Money Bills
Procedzxre.

Message from the Legislative Couneil
that it repeats its request for amend.
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ment of No. 9, and requests concurrence
in further modifications of Nos. 1 and 10,
now considered.

In Commiltee.

Mr. Holman in the Chair ; the Minister

for Lands in charge of the Rill.

The CHATRMAN : In consequence of
# rtuling given by His Honour the
Speaker in connection with an insisted
requests on amendments to a money
Bill, it is not my intention to ask the
Committee to deal with these amend-
ments until I have reported the matter
to the Speaker. I will therefore now
leave the Chair to report to His Honour
the Speaker.

The Speaker took the chair.

The CHAIRMAN : T desire to report,
Mr. Speeker, that in consequence of the
ruling which you gave the other evening
I did not ask the Committee to deal with
these amendments until I had reported
the matter to you.

Mr. SPEAKER : The matter which
has been reported to me came under
ry notice when the Message was brought
to this House last evening. I would
have mede some remerks then but for
the fact that a number of amendments
ware modified and therefors not pressed
in the usual acceptation of the term.
In regard to one amerdment, however,
the Legislative Council repeats ita re-
quest. The word “ropeat,’” is only an
evasion of terms, because to repeat an
amendment reans that ite aceeptance
is insisted upon. Therefore, I rale, in
accordance with previous rulings, that
the Legislative Council has no right to
insist upon an amendment to & Money
Bill. I shall leave it te the House to
take whatever saction it may think
desirable. I lhawve on previcus occas-
tons lait such matters to the discretion
of the House, and I intend to do 8o on
this oecasion.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
am not prepared to take the respon-
sibility of esking the Chamber to fore-
go any of its rights and privileges as I
hold the opinion very strongly that we
have already foregone them too often.
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As a matter of fact another place has
slready expressed the opinion that we
have not insisted very often, and con.
sequently they have regarded it as
their right to ingist. But T do not
think this Chamber can safely forego
its rights in regard to such a Bill as this
in the future. This Chermber, having
disagreed to the amendment previously
sent to us, the other Chamber might
have modified it, but having neglected
to do that and having insisted upon its
being accepted, the position is one
which this Chamber cannot take into
consideration. In this particular Bill
the Legislative Council have modified
previous amendments and these are of
such a nature that we tan take them
into consideration and we can deal with
these at o later stage. In one par-
ticular case, howaver, it is not a modi-
fication, but an insistence upon the
amendment which they previously sent
to us. I think T might move in the
dirsction of sending a Message to the
Legislative Council to the effect that
Asgernbly acquaints them thet there is
& difficulty in the way of considering
their Message in which & request is press-
ed and that the Assembly requests the
Council to further consider the Message
transmitted by them. I do not know
whether we ghould Himit it to this one
smendment and then deal with the
modifications, or return the whole mes.
sage.

Mr. SPEAEER: The modified re-
quests of the Council’'s Message are not
pressed requests and I think they are
open to discussion by this House at any
time. The exception I take is only in
respect to one paragraph in the message
which states that the Council repeats
its request for amendment No. 9. That
in substance is the same amerndment
which was sent to this Chamber on the
previous cccasion.

Mr. Bolton : I think it would be better
if the whole Message wera sent back
to the other place rather.than discuss
a portion of it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
rove— ‘

That the following Megsage be seni
to the Legislative Council :—The Legis-
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lative Assembly acquainis the Legis-
lative Council that there is a difficulty
in the way of the consideration by the
Assembly of the Council's message in
which o request 18 pressed. The Legis-
lative Assembly therefore requests the
Legislative Council to further consider
paragraph 2, amendment No. 9 of the
Message transmitled by them in regard
to the Industries Bill.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have ruled that
the modified amendments can be dis-
cussed, but if the meotion which has
been moved by the Minister for Lands
is carried the whole Message ¢an be sent
back. I think no exception is taken
to the modified amendments, the only
exception taken is in respeet to para-
graph 2 dealing with amendwment No. 9.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If
we sond back the whole Message there
will be a difficulty in connection with
the modifications and I would like in
the same message to point out a Jiffi-
culty in connection with one of the
amendments which has been modified.
Wa may as well have the two matters
congidered by sanother place at the
same time. On the Notice Paper hon.
members will see that the Legislative
Council propose to strike out * Decem.
ber, 1915, and to insert ** March, 1916.”
and then the smendment with the
modification will read-—* Provided that
no coramodity shall be supplied or
money advanced under this Act after
31st March, 1916.” The difficulty is
thaet putting in that proviso after para-
graph (d) of Clause 9 the Legislative
Coungil are inserting a proviso in a clause
which will limit that clause. That is
absolutely wrong.

Mr. Hudson: D¢ you mean wrong
constitutionally ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
do not sec how it can be put in correctly
because we are irying by the proviso
in the clause to limit the operations of
the measure, whereas the proviso should
be at the end of the measure dealing
with the whole of it.

Hon. Frank Wilson : Cannot that be
explained by the Minister in charge in
another place ?
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The MINISTER FOR LANWNDS: I
am in the position to know that the
Minister did explainit in another place
and members there did not seem to
take the slightest notice of it. I was
wondering whether we should strike
out “ Act” and put in “ Section” and
then it wounld as it should limit the
operation of the advances to that
clause.

Mr. Hudson: Then you will be deal-
ing with the Message.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Woe
would be passing a measure which would
be abgolutely misleading to the public
and to the administrators of it because
we would have to turn to Clause 9 to
find qut the limitations of the measure.

Mr. SPEAEKER: It is within the
province of the Committbe of the Xouse
to discuss the modified amendments now
if the House so desires. and it is equally
within the province of the House to send
the whole message back.  Though ex-
ception can be taken only to the one
smendment which is repeated or pressed.
I suggest, if it meets with the approval
of the House, that a motion of this
character be submitted—"* Thet the Com.-
mittee have leave to consider paragraph
3 of the Legislative Council's Message
No. 29, but not paragraph 2. The
Committee on coming to paragraph 2
can report to the House, and a motion
of this character can be sent to another
place in respeet of paragraph 2.

The Minister for Lands : What would
happen in regard to the modifications t
If we deal with the modifications can
we transmit them by the same message ?

Mr. SPEAKER : The Committes will
report, and ithe Minisier can frams the
Message accordingly. C o

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
move—

That the Committee have permission
to consider paragraph 3 of the Legis-
lative Council's Message 29. but not
paragraph 2.

Mr. TAYLOR : The motion indicates
that wo are to deal with only a portion of
the Message. That is a procedure which
has never been adopted since I have been
in the Chamber. Ths resson, I am
satisfied, iz to secure the passage of
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this Bill if possible, and the House is
prepared to forego its privileges again
to save the Bill, but if paragraph 2
be of such importance that the Minister
will not accept the conditions submitted
by another place—-

Mr. Bolton : It is a question of press.
ing amendments.

Mr. TAYLOR : If another place presses
paragraph 2 and we will not aceept it,
the Bill will be lost. It would be un-
wise for this Chamber to take up its
time discussing the portion of the
Message indicated, when we know the
vital point is in paragreph 2. It would
be wiser on the part of the House to
return the full Message, and then an-
other place would have an opportunity
to maintain its position or recede from
it.

Mr. Bolton: What about their modi-
fied amendments then ?

Mr. Hudson : They could return them
in a proper Message.

+Hon, FRANK WILSON: I am in-
clined to agree with the hon. member
for Mount Margaret that we should
either waive our rights and consider
the whole Message, in view of the
extreme urgency of the legislation
and in view of the fact that we have
already appointed a joint seleet com-
mittee to overcome these difficulties
in the future— ;

The Premier : The member for Mount
Margaret did not suggest that we should
waive our rights.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Or we
could send the Message back in its
entirety. I do not think we shall be
doing right if we consider a poriion of
the Message. The fact of taking any
portion of s Messago into consideration
will be tantamount to considering the
Message, and we should take & stand
one way or the other. 1 do not see
that there can be any difficulty in the
way of the Minister getting his views
put before another place by his col-
league there.

«The Premier: We did that.

+Hon. FRANK WILSON : We do not
know that officially. The position could
be zo clearly placed before the Counecil
that they might fall in with the sug.

L T
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gestion, and then on the Message being
returned we could consider the whole
of it.

Mr. HUDSON: The whole of the
Message should be returned to the
Councit as being bad. It is &
violation of the rights and privileges
of this Chamber, and we should maintain
those rights and privileges. I ask your
ruling, Sir, on the question if we
roject the proposal of the Minister,
what will be our position ?

Mr. SPEAKER : Any further motion
desired can be moved.

The Minister for Lands:
to make an explanation.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister can
reply, but his reply will close the debate.

The Minister for Lands: It may
be too late if I do not make the explan-
ation now.

Mr., HOLMAN : I consider that the
Message should be returned to another
place before being dealt with. Had it
come forward with amendment No. 1
placed on top, I would not have becn
able to take notice of Neo. 2 until we
had dealt with the first, and then I
would have considered it my duty
to report to His Honour the Speaker,
in accordance with the rulings which
have been given, but, aeeing that
the other portion of the Message occurs
firat, we would be justified in referring
the whole of the Message back before
dealing with any portion of it. I
think this will be the best course to
adupt. .

Mr. SPEAKTR : With the permission
of the House I will allow the Minister
for Lands to make an explanation. The
matter is deserving of full consideration,
and requires to be cleared up.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
realise that it would be in the best
interests of this Chamber to send back
the whole of the Message but I have
slready asked for the ruling of His
Honour the Speaker as to whether
wg cannot deal with a modification.
I want to amend the modification.
His Honour the Speaker has given a
ruling. and the member for Mt.
Margaret hes misconstrued what has
bappened. I asked the Speaker’s ruling

I desire
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a8 to whether we could cousider the
modifications so as to put that right,
and in the one Message get the modi-
fication put right, and include the other
point regarding the interference with
our rights and privileges.

Mr., Hudson: Wouldnot you be
dealing with the Megsage ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : With
u portion of it.,

Mr. Hudson: ,That is what 1 object
to.

The MINISTER FOX LANDS: LIf
we deal with a modified amvndment we
are not projudicing the rights and
privileges of this Chamber. It is only
proper to deal with a modification.

Mr., Hudson: We would be dealing
with a bad Message.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
we adopt the course suggested by the
member for Mt. Murgaret and the
Loader of the Opposiuon we should
bave to send this Message back. On
recciving another Message we should have
to deal with the modifications and then
return that Message. | wanted to get
the whole thing fixed up in one Message.
We are lisble to get mixed up, and
possibly in the confusion tho Bill will
be lust. } can sse that members are
not anxious to consider the matter in
this Lgut. 1 would rather send up half
& dozen Messages than to allow the
position to become so complicated as to
jeopardise the Bill. In the circumstances
I usk jeave to withdraw the motion.

Hon, Frank Wilkon: What motion
will you submit in lieu ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1
will submit the original motion in regard
to paragraph 2 and ask that the whole
Message be sent back. Then we can
deal with paragraph 2, and we shall have
to go into Committee and deal with
the modifications and send them back.

Mr. Hudson: We should have to do
that in any case.

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: 1
will not argue the point.

Motion by leav: withdrawn.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: |
move— S

That the Legislative Assembly ac-
. quaints the Legislutive Council thal there
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ig a difficulty iv the way of the con-

sideration by the Assembly of a message

in which a request is pressed. The
dAssembly therefore requests that the

Council do further consider the message

tranemilted to the Assembly in regard

to the Industries Assistance Bill.

Me. SPEAKER: 1 want to take
the opportunity to correct the im-
pression which several members have
that the acceptance or considerntion of a
modified amendment is a breach of the
privileges of this House. 1 have gone
into the matter most carefully, becanie
it came under my notice last night, and
I had doubts as to dealing with the
Message, but 1 find that a modified
amendment can be actepted at any
time, because it is not in substance the
amendment previously eent down.
Therefore the consideration of a modified
amendment is not a violation of the
privileges of this House, but the dis-
cussion of & pressed amendment would
be a violation of the priviloges of this
House. I make this statement that
hon. members may appreciate the dis-
tinction between the two.

Mr. Taylor : The modified amendment
and the request are contained in the one
Message ; that is the point. .

Mr. SPEAKER : That has uc bearing
whatever on the matter.

Question put and passed, and a
Message accordingly returned to -the
Council,

BILL—LUNACY ACT AMENDMENT.
Council’s Message.
. Message from the Council notily-
ing that it did not insist on amend-
meat No. 4, but insisted on its modifi-
cation of the Assembly’s amendment
No. 6, subject to a further modification
in which it desired the toncwrrence of
the Assembly now considered.
In Commiltiee.

Mr. Holman in the Chair ; Hon. R.
H. TUnderwood (Honorary Minister) in
charge of the Bill.

No. 6: At the end of new Clause 7
{as modified by the Council) add the
words “‘or & member of the Aus.ralian
Trained Nurses' Association.”
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Hon. R. H, UNDERWOQOD: The
only question we have to deal with
in the amendment to the original
amendment moved in this House
by the member for North Perth {Mr
Smith} providing that we should add
another visitor to the Hospital for the
Insane and that that extra visitor should
be & female. To this amendment the
Legislative Council endeavoured to add
the words “Who shall be a medical
practitioner ’ and this House declined
to agree to that amendment, The
Legiclative Council now suggesis thoat
we should add the words * or a member
of tho Australian Trained Nurses' Asso-
ciation.”” In appointing a visitor for the
insune it is not necessary to restrict
such visitors to nurses. It is quite
possible that some women in Western
Australis would make better visitors
then some of the nurses would.

Mr. Foley: Only some of them.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: Only
gome of them. I am of opinion that
there are as able women ouitside the
Numses® Association for this purpose
as there are inside it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It is just as
well to have practical oxperience if you
can geb it. :

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: Why
bar the others? ‘They do not go
there to examino patients. Even if
nurses did go with that objeet they
are not frained i lunacy. Wea
know that the best doctors we have
know very little more than a layman
about lunacy., which requires spocial
training on the part of medical men.
The object of having s visitor is to see
as far as possible that no patienis are
kept there who should be outside, that
the patients are being well treated, and
that the mangement is carried oul a8
it should be. These functions can be
carried out by a Inymen aquelly as well
as by a trained nurse. The fact of
heing trained as a nurse gives no extra
facility in carrying out the duties of
a visitor. In the matter of appointing
these inspectors, we shounld give the
Governor-in-Council the widoest possible
scope and the scope should not be limited
ta cortain sections emly. This would not
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of courss bar the trained nurse or the
woman doctor, but what this amend-
ment does is to bar all outsiders. I
want it open to all women in Western
Australia, and I think the Committee
would be right in insisting, if we are
to have these inspectors, that the widest
possible choice should be given to the
Governor in Council in the matter of
their appeintment. I move—

That the modification be not agreed to.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : T entirely
agree with tho Honorary Minister. Both
Houses have decided to affirm the
principle of lady official visitors to
the Hospital for the Insane, and the
Honorary DMinister is quite right in
saying that we should have the widest
possible choice. Whilst & member of
the Trained Nurses’ Association may
possess certain qualifications for nursiag,
these qualification may not come in in a
question of inspection, for such in.
spection will deal more with the treat-
ment that patients are receivmng than
the malady from which they are suffer.
ing. There are a great many female
nurses in the Hospital for the Insane
and one of these ex-nurses would pro-
bably be much better as an official
vigitor than a member of the Association.

Mr. Hudson: You require quali-
fications for a male inspector but not
for a female inspector.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : Medical
knowledge on the part of a visitor is
not absolutely necessnry, for what the
visitor is required to do is to see that
the provisions and regulations under
the Act are being carried out.

Mr. ROBINSON: The very opening
words of the Honorary Minister con-
demn the proposition he is making. He
says that the object of the visitor in
going there is not that he or she should
judge as to whether the person should
be in the Hospital for the Insane or not.
Under Section 94 of the Principal Act
two official visitors are appointed, one
of whom shall be a medical pratitioner
and the other & resident or police magis-
trate or legal practitioner. What we
want in the visitors that are selected to
go to the Hospital for the Insane is
the best combination of knowledge
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possible to assist the patients there.
I felt inclined at firs when the question
of n lady visitor came up to ages to
any lady visitor. on the ground that we
would be giving what was wanted by
thosy women who ara in th» hospital.
The fact that patients will be more
likely to express their feelings to a lady
visitor than to a male wvisitor would
entitle the Committee to say that o
women shall be one of the inspeactora.
The next point ‘a, if there wa a sufficient
choice in the country, that that lady
visitor shou'd be a qualified practitioner.
Bub it has been shown that there are
not sufficient qualified lady medical
practitioners in the State, and that
there is in fact no choice in that respect.
I have no doubt that in & few years
the Government will always appoint
the lady holding the highest quali-
fications as medical pratitioner. In the
meantime, surely the next best thing
is to appoint a trained nurse. As
regards the circumstance that the amend-
ment comes from another place, I
rather resent the feeling apparently
existing here that a suggestion must be
bad because it comes from another
place. Under the amendment, the limit
will be extended to include several
hundreds of women. Why jeopardise
the Bill by wrangling over a triviality ?
Y ask hon. members to throw aside
all party considerations in viewing the
amendment, which I consider a very
proper one.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
argument of the member for Canning
(Mr. Robingon) was logical up to a
certain point, but towards the end
became wholly illogieal. If the prin-
ciple extending the scope of choice
from two or thres women to several
huandreds is & good one, why not extend
the scope sfill further, and include all
the women of this State ? The rejection
of the amendment will not prevent
the appointment of a lady from the
ranks of the Ausfralian Trained Nurses’
Asgociation as visitor. However, I see
no reason for singling out the members
of that association for distinetion in
this matter. As pointed out by the
Honorary Minister, the special ex-
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perience of a trained nurse would not
render thet lady better qualified to in-
quire into the conditions at & hospital
for the insane, than a woman of wide
wordly experience. No layman or lay
woman could judge of the mental con-
dition of the patients. The duty of
visitors is merely to inquire into the
care that patients are rec iving.

Mr. FOLEY : The Council’s amend-
ment absolutely limits the choice to
the Australisn Trained Nurses' Asso-
ciation, but there are other trained
nurses’ associations.

Mr. Robinson : Strike out the word
* Australian,” then.

Mr. FOLEY : When the Midwifery
Bill was before Parliament. one union
of trained nurses was endeavouring to
influence hon. members against the other
union. The scope of choice should not
be limited, bccause there are women
with ample experience of nursing, but
not membars of a trained nurses’ associa-
tion, who are fully quealified to fill the
position of lady wvisitor. The member
for Canning (Mre. Robinson) is qguite
wrong in agsuming that because an
amendment comes from another place
it necessarily encounters opposition here.
Indeed, the boot of dictation is rather
on the foot of members of another place.
The Honorery Minister in my opinion
would be wise in declining to accept
the amendment.

Hon. R. HA UNDERWQOD: In
reply to the member for Canning,
I wish to eay that I consider
another place effects many improve.
ments in measures, As regards this
cleuse, my desire is to obtain the widest
possible choice. There are women" of
say 60 who have been wardresses in the
hospital Jfor the insane®but who upon
marrying have become dissociated from
that hospital ; and a woman visitor
with experience of lunacy nursing would
be more valnable than one selected from
among trained nurges. Yet lunacy nurses
would be barred under the arnendment.

- Hon. FRANR WILSON: The sug-
gestion of sanother place is mot being
viewed in & proper light. Any reason-
able amendment from the” Legislative
Council we should endeavour to meet ;
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and, after all, this amendment is a
trivial one. The specification of the
professions of visitore is obviously ad.
vantageous. Patients desiring legal ad-
viee may consult the legal visitor, while
other patients may be desirous of the
special attention of the medical visitor
to their cases. Now it is proposed to
appoint & woman visitor, If we had a
big selection of women medical practi.
tioners, that would be an argument in
favour of appointing one of them, because
we should take the extra qualification if
it is aveilable. Why should we not
appoint & nurse ! The choice will be
snfficiently large. Surely it would be
beneficial to accept an amendment on
these lines.

Hon. R. H. Underwood: It does not
say ‘' trained nurse.”

Hon. FRANK WILSON :- Well, amend
it to * trained nurse.” A trained nurse
ia better qualified for the position than
& women who has had no training.
Rather than jeopardice the measure, it
wonld be wise to meet snother place in
& spirit of compromise.

Question passed ; the Council’s amend.
ment not made.

Hon. R. H. Underwood: That is the
last of the Lunacy Bill.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a Message accordingly transmijted
to the Counecil.

BILL—VERMIN BOARDS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Council’s Amendments.

Schedule of two amendments made by
the Council now considered.

In Commiilee.

Mr. Holman in the Chair, the Minister
for Lands in charge of the Bill.

No. 1.—Add the following new clause
to stand as Clause No. 7: * Section 47
iz hereby smended by striking out the
words ‘two shillings’ and inserting in
lieu thereof the words *one shilling’:

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
object of the amendment is to effect a
reduction of 50 per cent. in the rates.
The position is that the board, not having
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collected the rate, i8 now owing the
Government £9,900 interest on the money
advanced for the erection of the fence.
To agree to this reduction wounld be to
ask the Btate to carry a most uniair
burden. At the request of the pastoral-
ists concerned the money was advanced
on the distinet understanding that a
two-shilling rate would be struck. What-
ever the pastoralists have done they have
done with their eyes open, and it is not
fair to ask for this reduction. Imove—
That the amendment be not made.

Hon. Frank Wilson : Have you power
to supersede that board ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,
and if the Bill passes I propose to super-
sede the board and maintain the fence
under State control at considerably re-
duced cost.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: 1 am
surprised that the Mipister has not
accopted the amendment, for the two
shilling rate presses very heavily indeed
on the Gascoyne squattera,

Mr. O'Loghlen: They have not paid
it.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : Because
they are mot in a pogition to do so.
The Minister says that the fence can be
maintained for something like half what
it has cost in the past.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, bult a
shilling rate would not pay the interest
and sinking fund on the cost of con-
struction.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : &till, if
the Minister can maintain the fence at

" hall the present cost he ought to accept

the reduced rate.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
rate certainly represenis a heavy burden,
but it is largely consequent upon the
unnecessarily high administrative costs.
Those costs can be raterially reduced,
but in all probability it will be necessary
to have the two-shilling rate. The
two shillings is the maximum prescribed
by the existing Act, and the amendment
proposes that the maximum shall be
one shilling.

Question passed, the Council’s amend-
ment not mede.

No. 2—Add the following new clause
to stand as Clause 8:—* Section 49 is
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hereby amended by striking out the words
‘two shillings’ and inserting in lieu
thereof the words ‘one shilling'* :

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
is consequential on the first amendment.
I move—

That the amendment be not made.

Question passed ; the Council’'s
smendment not made.

Reaolutions reported ; and the report
adopted.

A Comumittee consisting of the Minister
or Lands, Hon. R. H. Underwood
{(Honorary Minister), and Mr. Male
drew up reasons for not agreeing to
the Council's amendments.

Reasons adopted and a Message accord-
ingly returned to the Council.

BILL—DIVIDEND DUTIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Council’s Amendmend.

Amendment made by the Council
now considered.

In Commiltee.
Mr. Holman in the Chair, the

Premier in charge of the Bill.

Clause 5.—Omit all the words after
she first four lines to the end of the first
paragraph, and insert : * distributed or
otherwise applied as dividend, or con-
verted into capital in any way, the
smount of such profits shall, when so
distributed, appliod or converted, if
duty has not already been paid thereon,
be liable to duty under this Act as if
such profits had been made during the
year in which such distribution, applica-
tion, or couversion is made *':

The PREMIER: As & matter of
fact, before the Bill left this Chamber
I agreed to make this amendment.
It has been made in another place, and
a3 it is in accord with what I promised,
I move—

That the amendment be made.

Question paased ; the Council's amend.-
ment made.

Resolution reported, and the report
adopted.
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BILL—LICENSING ACT FURTHER
AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 9th February.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)
[6.0]: Since the Attorney General was
good enough to grant me an adjourn-
ment of the debate on this measure. I
have had time to read it through and di-
gest its clanses, There are only four,
but some of them are likely to lead to
grave vresults if they are passed. I
wish {o remind the House that all gues-
tions in epnnection with licensing matters
have always been looked upon from a
non-party point of view. Individual
members, from the time when we passed
the big measore in 1911, have always
dealt with all suggestions from an indi-
vidual standpoint, and not from a party
standpoint. T wish to deal with this Bill
it that spirit. I regret that the Attorney
General cannot see his way to deal with
the three amendments which were sug-
rested last session. A Bill indeed was in-
troduced, but it lapsed. It dealt with the
three matters which were put foreibly
before the Attorney Geberal by repre-
seutative people in the State, namely,
the age limit, registration and licensing of
barmaids, and the hours of closing. Those
were the three matters of vital import-
ance, and I wish he could have seen his
way clear to deal with those points when
bringing down this amending Bill,

The Attorney General: It wonld have
involved a local option poll, which would
cost a lot of money. That was the ehief
objection.

Bon. FRANK WILSON: At any rate
it would not have been a bad move to
provide for it even if we had io postpone
the taking of the poll.

The Attorney General: We can deal
with it next session.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: So far as
this measure is concerned I cannot quite
understand what the urgeney for it is. I
can usderstand that Clanse 4 might be
classed in that category. Perhaps it is
essenfial that we should legalise the ac-
tion in regard to State hotels. I do not
think anyone would take exeeption to
amending Seetion 44 so that the
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refreshment rooms and railway ecars
might eome under proper supervision and
inspection. So far as the principles ew-
bodied in the other two clanses are con-
cerned, T ¢an see no reason why we
should be asked to dea! with ihem, In-
deed, 1 am strongly opposed to the prin-
ciples ewhodied in those two clauses. Tn
1M1 by a large majority we agreed to
hand over the control of this trade prac-
tically to the people of the State, creating
distriets and giving people themselves the
right by referendum to declare theijr
wishes in conneetion with the liquor
trafiic. Hon, members will remewmber that
at that time we decided on certain ques-
tions which should be submitted to the
peopie by way of rveferendum. The
people had the control of the trade, but
we also decided when if came to the poll
that those who were deprived of the
rights which they legally held should have
some form of compensation, and that was
set  down as time compensation. That
was agreed to on the motion of the pre-
seuvl Minister for Works.,  Licensed
houses, therefore, cannof be closed until a
certain number of years have passed,

The Attorney General: In 1920.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: We have had
a loeal option poll in all districts as to
the wishes of the people in regard to in-
crease in the number of licenses, and out
of 42 districts, if T remember rightly, 40
decided in favour of no further increase.

Mr. O'Loghlen: The figures were, I
think, 49 out of 50.

The Attorney General: There was one
for an increase.

Hou, FRANK WILSON: Now we are
asked by this measure to pracfically set
aside the decision of the people in regard
to an increase in licenses in respect Lo
wine and beer shops as they are termed.

The Attorney General: No, no! Tt is
substituling a better form of license.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Attor-
ney General says it is substituting a
better form of license for something that
lias been proved {o be bad. That might
he. 1 am not going to dispute that, Per-
haps a general publican’s license is a
better license than a wine and beer
license; it is certainly a more valuable
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license so far as lhe proprietor is cou-
cerned, and it is a much better license o
have so far as the property owoer is con-
cerned, | cannot see that we would he
Justified in adopting the suggestion that
the whole of these wine and beer licenses
throughout  Western Australia, which
number, I believe, about 18 at the present
time, should be converted into a
hetter  form  of  license. ‘There
are two at Fremantle, {wo in
Perth, one at Maylands, and one at South
Perth, making six in the metropolitan
area, and there are some twelve others
in different parts of the State; and if we
adopt the snggestion we must econvert
all these inferior licenses into something
which will be very much more valuable.
There arve two wine and beer licenses in
the City, and the moment we convert
them we put thousands of pounds into the
pockets of the-holders. One of these in
Perth iz ai the eorner of William and
Murray streets, and the other one is in
the basemeni of McNess’s arcade.

The Minister for Mines: Has not the
King Edward Hostel one?

Hon. FRANK TILSON: Ne. That is
a hotel license, which is a different thinz.
1t wonklld, however, he better to give that
place a full license, because it has ful-
filled all requirementis, The hotel is there
and accommodation is there, and it is a
wseful institution and 1 do not think any-
one would lake exeception to granting to
it a full publican’s license.

Mr. B. B. Johnston: A promise was
given to the Presbytevian Clureh when
the hotel license was granted (hat it
would not be extended.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: [ was not
aware of that, but there is no analogy
hetween the King Fdward Hostel, which
has an hotel license, and whicl provides
all necessary accommodation, and which
is condueted properly, and these wjine
and heer shops, the Alhambra iu lhe nne
instanee, and the building at the corper
of William and Murray-strests in the
other. 'We shall be repudiating the ex-
pressed opinion of the publie of the
metropolitan area if we agree to the pas-
sage of this measure, and in addition to
that we shall be doing an injuslice to
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the general public inasnjuch as w2 dre
going to give to these people— -
Mr. O'Loghlen: A huge gift.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, a hnge
gift. I guarantee that the moment they
get u general publican’s license for that
wine and beer shop at the eorner of Mur-
ray and William streets, there will be an
added value of £10,000 to ihat license, and
I do not know how many thousands of
pounds will be added to the value of th=
property?

Mr., O'Loghlen: What about the other
one? :

Hon. FPRANK WILSON: The sawre
thing will apply to the other one.

The Premier: Does not that apply adsu
to some of the other licenses granicd by
the bench?

Hon., FRANK WILSON: Of couwrse.

The Premier: Then this will not be
singular.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: But why
perpetuate it? The people of the Stato
have pronounced against further licentes.
Notwithstanding that we have had a poil,
and obtained the views of the people we
are presenting legislation which will have
the effect of defeating that poll. Having
had the poll, and the people having de-
cided that the nnmber of licenses should
not be inereased, this particular class of
license should be the first to go, and
we were hoping that these wine and beer
shops would be closed in 1920,

Mr. B. J. Stubbs; They should bhe
closed up before that.

The Premier: You have no guarantee
that that will be done.

Hon. FRANEK WILSON: I am only
giving my opinion. I do not see why
the Premier should cavil at my expres-
ston of opinion.

The Premier: We have no guaraniee
tha} they will do so.

Ilon. FRANK WILSON: No, bat the
Premier knows that certain stipulations
are contained in the parent Aet, which
show how licenses have to be redueed,
and the elassification that has to he made
in eoming to the conclusion as to which
houses have to be closed. It lays down
the eourse whieh is to be followed. I
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am satisied that any bench that has to
deal with the matter of redueing licenses
wilf {ake into eonsideration first of all
the elass of license, and then the class
of house, and the inferior house will be
closed every time.

Sitting suspended from G.15 to .30 p.m.

Houn. FRANK WILSON: I wish to
point out that the Attorney General in
commending the Bill to the acceptance
of the Honse referred to the Australian
wine and beer license as the worst form
of license in the State. [ have no doubt
he is perfeetly correct in the opinion he
has formed with regard to them. He
argued, from that contention, that we
should replace the worst form of license
with a better form of license. In sup-
port of that argumeut, he stated they
were not snbject to the same police in-
spection and supervision as general pub-
licans’ licenses were. I cannot for a
moment follow the bon. gentleman in
that contention. I do not see why holders
of this particular class of license should
not have equally striet supervision with
those of every other form of license. If
there is any defect, of which I bhave no
knowledge in our laws in this direction,
for instanece, in the Police Aect, I am of
vpiuion {hat every wewber of this Honse
will support the Alinister in giving in-
creased powers. I have no wish to con-
vert something, which is of second grade,
s0 far as value iz concerned, into some-
thing that is of the first grade, simply for
the reason that proper and necessary
supervision is not being exercised over
the holders of these licenses. I believe the
police have all the power to see that
these houses are properly conducted. Y
hope the Attorney General will see that
that power is properly exerciced. With
regard to the suggestion that we shonld
give some power to grant an extension of
time for the payment of license faes, [
eannot understand why we shoald be
asked to do this.

The Attornev General: As a matter of
faet it very often happens that they are
not quite up to time. This measure en.
ables uvs to fix a fine for being late. It
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simply gives power to fine s man who is
not up to date,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: If we regard
the Minister's suggestion, we should be
laying down the prineiple that there
should be an extension of time for pay-
ment of lhese license fees. I am abso-
lutely opposed 1o any such action. I be-
lieve that license fees should be forth-
coming at {he due date. If an auctioneer
has not taken out his license and paid the
fee, he cannot continue his avoeation, and
cannot hold a sale without being
liable to prosecution. Why should the
publican whe has omitted to pay the
necessary fee, which is small enough in
all conscience, be permitted to earry on
his avocation without a license, or bhe
granted an extension of time in which to
pay the license fee? If the holder of a
license is not in a position to pay a fee,
the owner of the property can step in
and do so for the sake of protecting his
license, which, of course belongs to the
House. T for one am not prepared to
grant any extension of time. T think it
is a mistake, Tf they cannot pay the
license fee, they should not be allowed
to carry on their business, I wonld not
hesitate to close ap any house for which
the license fee had not been paid on the
due date. T am opposed to the legislation
ontlined by the Attorney Cleneral in that
respect.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Do you sugmest
closing ap straight away if the fees are
not paid?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes; they
shonld be closed up if they are not
licensed. This should apply in the same
way as to other license holders.

Mr, B. T. Stubbs: T quite agree with
you.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That seems
to me to cover the main featnres of the
measure. The only remaining feature is
that, of course, in Clanse 4, which 1 men-
tioned previously this evening, that is the
clause to legalise the position so far as
State hotels are concerned. T have not
the slightest ohjection to thar, or to the
provisions that the Attorney General said
were for the purpose of having proper
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supervision over our railway refresh-
ment rooms and railway cars, I
think that is essential. My opposi-
tion is ¢onfined, therefore, to clanses
2 and 3. If I have some assurance that,
in Committee. these two e¢lauses will be
deleted T shall be very glad indeed to let
the Bill go into Committee.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): If you ecannot beat these
clauses in Commifiee you cannot beat the
second reading.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Then we
shall have to try and beat the measure on
the second reading, if that is the attitude
of the Honorary Minister. I do not want
to deprive him of a section of the
measure, which he says is essential for
tie proper control of State hotels,- and
the inspection of refreshment roows. If
he is quite prepared to let the other por-
tions of the Bill go, T shall be with him,
otherwise T will vote against the second
reading and endeavour to persnade other
hon. members of this House to think
alike and to sapport me in this action. In
conelusion T wish. fo express my surprise,
if T may do so without in any way being
personal, that the Government have
thought At fo introduce a measure in this
direction.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : Why do they do anything?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I cannot
understand why the Honorary Minister
ever attempts to do anything.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : T got the Lunaey Bill through,
anyway.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : I ecamnot
understand what is behind the Govern-
ment to induce them to intreduce legisla-
tion of this deseription. Why should
they try to increase so enormously the
value of the property and the value of
the leases for which licenses are held—
they are few in number, abont 1§ in the
whole State I helieve? That is practically
all that the Bill designs to bring aboat,
namely to give an enormous unearned in-
crement to holders of wine and beer
licenses at the present time., That is
what will bappen if we pass this measure,
I sball, I know, be met with the retort
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ihat it is subjeci to the licensing bench.
The fact remains that in some instanees
the licensing bench may be of opinion
that it is advisable that all these licenses
should be converted into a bigher class of
license. | am decidedly against this. [
am of opinion that it overrides the deci-
sion of the people upon whom we have,
by legislation, placed the responsibiliby
of the control of the liguor traffic as
given at the loeal option poll already
taken. I am absolutely opposed to the
provisions of the measure except those
contained in the last elause.

My, WILLMOTT (Nelson) [7.40}: I
am of the same opinion as the [eader
of the Opposition in regard to certain
clauses of ihis measure. In regard to
Clause 4, this provides that Stale hotels
carried on at the commencement of this
Act shall be deemed to be duly licensed
for the year ending 31st December, 1915.
This means that these hotels must from
the time that the Bill first passes—if it
is passed—eomply with the Act, That
these hotels have not always done so in
the past is evidenced by a letter I will
read to the House. Under the Licensing
Act, 1911, Clavse 94, no holder of a pub-
lican’s genera! license, who, without rea-
sonable cause refuses to supply any per-
son wiih food, refreshments, ete., com-
mils an offence, penalty £20. Without
reasonable cause! What does this mean?
It means that if a traveller is under the
infiuence of liquor he will he refused
either food or anything else.

- Mr. B, J. Stubbs: Ts that the only rea-
sonable cause?

Mr. WILLMOTT : That is the reason-
able cause under the Act.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: There are dozens
of hotels in the city of Perth that yon
could catch every day in the week.

Me. WILIAMOTT: The Siate hotels
should set any example in this way and
should serve as an example to the rest
of the hotels in the State.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Hear, hear!

Mr. WILLMOTT: I am of opinion
that State hotels are good, let there be
no misunderstanding on that point. If
I am allowed to do so, I wounld like to
read what happened at Yallingup, and
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members will then be able to see if there
is room for improvement in the State
hotels, or at all events in this particular
State hotel. The letter reads—

On Monday, 25th Jaouary, in com-
pany with my wife and a friend T
motored out to the eaves from Bussel-
ton, arriving there at 229, We met
the guide and proceeded immediately
to go down the eaves, the exploration
nf which occupied nearly two hours.
We retnrned to the Cave House very
tired, hot and weary, after the un-
usual exertion, at 4.23 (prompt time).
My lady folk went on the verandah
while T proceeded to the bar and or-
dered aftermoon tea for them. The
barman said “certainly,” and went
away to fix up, and then returned sta-
ting that the maids were all off duty,
and that there would be no hot water,
consequently they eonld not supply it.

This at 4.23, at a time when every man
likes a eup of tea as a rule, and likes to
get it at that partienlar time.
My wife discovered that there was
plenty of hot water; she went into the
kitchen to see, and the ecook said
“There is plenty of hot water, if you
can only get a maid.” T asked to see
the manager and again asked to be
supplied with tea. He point blank re-
fused, giving as his reason that after-
noon tea came on af 4 o'cloek and it
was now 4.30. '
It seems to me that the Government do
not want their hotels down there run on
these lines. )
The Minister for Mines: We ought to

have a Royal Commission.

Mr. WILLMOTT: I do not think they
do want the hotels run on these lines.
What do the placards say?  They say
that it is Paradise. If Paradise is run
on lines of that sort, I do not want to
go to Paradise. Hon. members may
think this is trivial. e

Mr, Thomas: Jt is; in the extreme.

The Minister for Mines: It is a na-
tional question.

Mr. WILLMOTT: I do not think it
is trivial. As the man peints out, he and
hie family are teetotallers. He remarks,
“If I bad gone to the bar for s whisky,
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¥ could have got it; but T wanted a cup
of tea, and T could not get it.”

V', Thomas: Shecking,

Mr. WILLMOTT: I think the man is
verfectly entitled to gel a cup of tea if
he demands it, and T am of opinion that
if the Ntate cannot run the Yalingup
Caves House better than here described,
the present manager ought to be got
nag of.

AMir. SPEAKER: Order! Will the hon.
memhber tell me what portion of his re-
narks appiws to the Bill?

Mr., WILLMOTT: They apply to
Clause 4, Sir. The point T want to make
1s that at present these hotels are not
auly licensed, and that therefore their
managers are not liable to a penalty of
£20 for refusing to supply refreshment.
They are not [iable becanse they are not
ncensed, and so do not eome under the
Act. If Clause 4 is carried, then the
wmanagers will come under the Licensing
Act, and can be prosecuted for not sup-
plying refreshment when ealled upon to
do so. The complaint I have brought
Torward is not so frivolous as some hon.
members appear to think, and [ com-
mend the afternoon tea proposal. Cer-
tainly, if a man goes te the Caves House
with his family on the tonrist ticket,
having been #old that he is going to
I’aradise under the guidance of the
State, and then is notified that if he does
not break the pledge and have a whisky
and soda he can go dry, it shows that
something is wrong, T hope the Attorney
General, having heard these few Tre-
marks, will see that such things do not
oceur 1 the foture.

The Minister for Mines: We will cer-
tainly hold an inquiry.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam}
[7.48]: This Bill represenis another at-
tempt to evade the licensing law of the
State. The four clauses of this Bill make
four distinet provisions. Clause 2 re-
presents a violation of the local option
vote, The House will remewmber that a
vote taken in the Perth district resulted
by a decision of the people against in-
crease in licenses. It cannot be e¢on-
iended that the conversion of & wine and
beer license inte a publican’s general
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license does not represent such an in-
crease, To put forward any such con-
tention would he futile. With regard to
the 1911 Aet, in my opinion the measure
is all right but its administration by the
Artorney General is very faulty. The
Atterney General says he wants power
to convert wine and beer licenses inte
publican’s general licenses in order that
the pelice may have better c¢ontrol over
the holders. But he cannot invest the
police with greater powers of aontrol
than they have to-day, and therefore
that argument ownght not to have been
used by the Attorney General. Now, what
is the real reason for the proposal? One
effect of it will he to give the people
more opportunily to obtain drink. The
Attorney General time and again has
expressed his desire to reduce the drink
trade, but how is this proposal poing to
reduce that trade? The Altorney Gen-
eral says he will respect the local option
vote. and yet time and again he has en-
deavonred o amend the law in the direc-
tion of taking control away from the
people and giving the Government a
larger degree of control. TIn spite of a
great deal of critietsm, the 1911 Aet is
as good as could have heen expeeted at
that time, It is said that since the Liberal
Government left office the administration
of the liquor law has become very lax.
I do not know whether or not that is
true, but it is worth the Attorney Gen-
eral’s while te inguire into the matter.
1t mayv be said, and T suppose the Attor-
ney General will say, that greater rev-
enue will be obtained from a fully
licensed hounse than from one condueted
under & wine and heer license, which
latter license, as we know, carries a far
tower fee than does the publican’s gen-
eral license. Tf that be the idea of the
Attorney General, why not say so% Why
not let us know that he iz desirous of
ohtaining a little more revenue

The Attorney General: T am simply
seeking better control.

Houn. J. MITCHELL: The Govern-
ment will get no hetter control under this
measure. All that ean happen will be to
put a good deal of money in the hands
of a few persons at the expense of the
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great bulk of the people. If all the
measures brought forward by the Gov-
ernment were for the benefit of the
people, there would be a great deal lo
be said in faveur of the argument used
by the other side in support of this
measure. As a rule, however, when the
(GGovernment bring down a measare it is
not with the idea of increasing the
people’s assets, but of reduciog the peo-
ple’s assets. 1 do not, of course, wish
to discuss that matter at length. In any
case, I hope the House will not allow
the Atlorney General to ecarry the pro-
posal, Next, we have the second proposal,
which is to permit the Government to
extend the payment of the license fee.

The Premier: That is not correet. The
law provides for that to-day.
Hon. J. MITCHEIL: 1t has heen

pointed oul that either a honse is licensed
or it is not licensed.

The Premier: We can extend the time
tor payment of the license. That is the
Iaw now. The proposal in this Bill is
that when we do extend the time at the
request of the licensee, we make him pay
a fine.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: At any rate the
licensee fee, as my leader has argued.
should be paid when the license is taken
out, T do"™not know how the court ean
grant a license unless the fee is paid.
The Aet provides that the fee must be
paid when the license is granted. T do
not know that it is necessary for me to
deal with the mafter further, since the
Government apparently have power, even
now, in extreme cases to extend the time
for the payment of the license fee. How-
ever, I do not approve of the provision.
As the leader of the Opposition has said.
it invites holders of licenses to make ap-
plication for extension of time for pay-
ment. As regards the State hofels, I am
indeed pleased that the Attorney General
has at last realised the necessity for obey-
ing the law of the land. He is flouting
the law, and has been flouting the law,
inasmnch as hotel managers are not
licensed. This has been pointed out to him,
and he now very properly asks Parlia-
ment to eondone that offence of his, to
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4o a little white-washing, and to make

the State hotels again licensed premises.
To-day, T suppose, every manager of a
State hotel who is selling liguor is liable
to be hauled up before the licensing bench
and perhaps committed {o prison, or, at
all evenls, fined, for selling liquor without
a license. Jt is undesirable that that
position should obtain, and 1 shall have
much pleasure in supporting this particu-
lar proposal of the Altorney General, [
do, bowever, hope that it will not be
neceszary to go through this same oro-
cess again, of passing an Act of Parlia-
ment in order to effect something that
ought to be done by the licensing bench,
If hon, members will look at the Licens-
ing Act, they will see that the applicant
for a license has to satisfy the bench re-
garding many matiers, and that he can
be disqualified for the doing of many
things, It has to be remembered that
when the license is being applied for,
the public have a right to go fto
the court and raise any objeclion
they please. Members of DParliament
also have the right to raise objection.
Some objection, for instance, has been
very properly raised by the member for
Nelson (Mr, Willmott). If the person
aggrieved in the inslance mentioned by
that hon. member had had an oppor-
tunity of going (o the licensing bench,
that complaint would not have been made
in this House, As regards the Caves
House at Dwellingup, I believe it is run
perfectly. T do not know an hotel in the
State that provides better for the com-
fort of its guests. The hotel is thor-
oughly well managed. The -complaint
of the member for Nelson is not the first
we have had regarding the conduet of
State hotels, but I am perfectly certain
that in this instance the fault does not
lie at the door of either manager or his
wife. So far as T could observe during
the time I stayed at the Caves House. the
comfort of visitors is well attended to by
the staff, However, the complaint I re-
fer to having been made here, I think
the Attornev General has a right to let
the manager tell us, from his standpoint,
exactly what happened, For my own
part, T am glad to mention that, aceord-
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ing to my experience, the house is thor-
oughly well run. 1 am glad to mention
it especially becanse we have had such
frequent occasion to ecriticise the man-
agement of the State hotels. I do not
know why the Dwellingup hotel appeared
before the court under the Licensing Act.
It is (rue that hotel was established by a
special Act of Parliament, but I think it
might be well if the Attorney General
would, in the Bill now under consideration,
bring the Dwellingup State botel into line
with all other licensed premises, making
it necessary for the manager to go year
by year before the licensing bench and
obtain his renewal, just as cvery other
hotel lessee has to do. It is not proper,
I think, that these matters should be
brought before Parliament as they have
been time and again, With regard to rail-
way refreshment rooms, it is, of eounrse,
quite proper that some control should be
exercised hy the liquor inspectors over
the quality of the liquor sold at these es-
tablishments. Most . refreshment rooms
are well run; but, all the same, they
should be under some supervision. For
my part, I shonld be glad to see the eon-
trnl of them taken away altogether from
the Commissioner of Railways and vesied
in the general manager of the Staté
hotels. That would be more satisfactory,
and I think probably the railway refresh-
ment rooms would be more cheaply man-
aged. If there is any complaint to be
made, it is that the Railway Department
endeavour to make too mueh out of these
places,

The Minister for Mines:
leased by tender.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If the quality of
the liquor is not always everything that
it should be, then it is a pity that sach
high rents should be charged Af Pin-
jarrah, for example, the rental amounts
to £600 a year, and the licensee there can
have very small opportunity indeed, it
seems to me, of gelting round. I am
aware that the train service has been
altered latterly, and possibly the position
of the licensee at Pinjarrah may now be
more favourable, However, the railway
refreshment rooms should exist solely for
the eonvenience of the travelling publie,

They are
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and not be run as revenue-producing es-
tablishments. Up to the present, in con-
neetion with railway refreshment rooms
more attention has been given to
the obtaining of revenue than {o eonveni-
encing the public. Our object should be
to provide the fullest possible oppor-
tunity for the people holding railway re-
freshment room licenses to supply the
needs of the public; and I hope the At-
torney General will take into considera-
tion the advisableness of bringing all
these railway refreshment rooms under
the control of one head. T am pot in fav-
our of opening these places on railway
stations, unless their primary object be
the convenience of the travelling publie.
It must be remembered that every re-
freshment room means delay to the
trains. However, I have no wish to op-
pose the measare, except in respect to
certain proposals therein contained. I
am not sure that we ought not to oppose
the seeond reading, but perhaps it will
he better to let it go, and amend the Bill
in Committee.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan—
Brown Hill-Ivanhee) {8.1]: I move—

That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and a division taken with

the following resuit:—

Ayes 18
Noes 16
Majority for 2
Ares,
Mr., Angwin Mr. Mullaoy
Mr. Bolton Mr. Munsta
Mr. Carpenter Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr, Chessen Mr. Bcaddan
Mr. Collier Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Blr. Green Mr. Underwood
Mr. Grifiiths ™r. Walkey
Mr. Holman Mr. Heltmann
Mr. Hudson (Teller}).
Mr. Johmson
Nozs.

Mr. Alten Mr. Robinson
Mr. Connolly Mr. Smith
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Thomson
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Veryard
Mr. Harrison Mr. Willmott
Mr, Hickmott Mr. F, Wilson
Mr. Male Mr. Wisdom
Mr. Mitchell {Teller).
Mr. Nairn




1478

Motion 1bus ps.lssed; the debate ad-
journed,

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1914-15.
In Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the 9th Febra-
ary, on the Treasurer’s financial state-
ment and the Annual Estimates; Mr.
Holman in the Chair.

Vote—Iis FEuxrcellency
£1,750:

Mr. SMITH (North Perth) [8.12]:
The debate has occupied the Committee
for a considerable time, and therefore I
will be as brief as possible. The Budget
Speech delivered by the Premier some
weeks ago was a most disappointing ef-
fort; probably the most depressing and
down-lfearted speach ever delivered in
this Chamber. The Premier failed to rise
to the occasion, There was nothing of the
Lloyd George about him. He is the lead-
ing financial man in the State, and not
only inside, but outside the House, we all
look to him to lead the way, especially in
a crisis like the present, But what do we
find? The Premier in a long, doleful
tale simply made excuses for the deplor-
able mess into which he has got the coun-
try. M ost of his speech consisted of re-
ferences to the terrible droughl we are
experiencing, while the rest was made up
of references to the war. I admit he has
a very unenviable task before him, but
I remind him that the deficit he has in-
flicted upon the conntry was of consid-
erable proportions long before either the
war or the drought was theughi of.
Therefore, all his excuses go by the board.
While admitting that the position is an
extremely serious one, his speech failed
entirely in the respeet that he did not
propose any means whatever to stop the
drift. As far as I ean see, there is no
serions attempt on his part to live with-
in his income, and in times like this that
is the one thing the Treasurer of the
country ought to aim at. Instead of that
there is not the slightest attempt made to
bring the expenditure within the estimated
revenue. Apparently we bave to go on
financing in the same reckless style as we
have done in the past few years, The

the (rovernor,
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Premier lells us ecalmly that he expeeted
to have had the defieit brought down Lo
£800,000 or thereabouts, by June next.
The deficit now is considerably over a
million, and we have only five more
months of the year to go. During the
last month we have gone through the
worst of the whole year., I think the
Premier must be a bit of a wizard if he
thinks he is going to cut the deficit
down to £800,000 in five months. It
does not take very much prophesying for
obe to be able to say that the deficit will
lbe more like a million and a half by June
next, Of eourse figures are nothing to the
Premier. It might just as well be five
millions as £500,000. There is no doubt
that the finances of the country are in
a shocking and deplorable condition.
The hon. member for Irwin (Mr. James
Gardiner) while speaking on the debate,
and several other hon. members also,
aptly compared this House to a board of
directors sitting down to consider ways
and means of gefting their concern out
of its parlous position, The Treasury
ride of the House has asked us to give
them all the assistance we can, and throw
otit to them any suggestions which will
help to met the couniry out of this hole.
So far as I can see, however, hon. mem-
hers opposite have no intenfion whatso-
ever of aceepting any suggestions we may
care to make to them,

Mr. Green: Sugpest taxation,

Mr. SMITH: That will not rednce the
defieit,

Mr. B. J. Btubbs:
have then?

Mr, SMITH: The hon. member will
gsoon find out that it will not.

“Mr., Green: The Dividend Duties Act
will affeet you?

Mr. SMITH: There will be no divi-
dend duty so far as I am concerned.

The Premier: We will get vou now.

Mr, SMITH: Tt seems to me. at any
rate, as a new member, that the debate
has, as the hon. member for Coolgardie
(Mr. McDowail) sugoested, been a med-
inm for leiting off steam. We have now
let off a considerable amount of steam
and T trust when we get on to the ilems
that we shall put our heads together and

What effect will it
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do our best to attend to the affairs of the
country in a businesslike way and drop
all this cress firing which has been going
on. I do not say that one side of the
House is more guilty than another. Pro-
bably I have myself been one of the hig-
zest offenders. When we come to discuss
the departments, I hope we will all try
and do so in a husinesslike manner and
drop all this carping criticism, which the
Premier is so frequently talking about.
and get on with the business of the State.
1 wish {o make a few remarks on matters
concerning the Estimates that strike me
particularly as a new member. It has
been said that our revenue is buoyant
and that the revenue of the country has
not decreased anything like in the propor-
tion that one would expeet as a result of
the drought and the war we are experi-
encing. I undersiand that the Premier
estimates the revenue for the present
year to be over five millions, That is net
g0 very much less than it was previously.
It is eertainly a considerable amount over
the revenue that the previous Liberal
{reasurers bhad at their command.

The Minister for Mines: In the ordin-
ary eourse of buosiness it ought to be in-
creasing every yecar. There are mcre
railways and that kind of thing.

Mr. SMITH: We are told that these
railwayvs are self supporting; therefore
we cannot take the railways n.

The Minister for Mines: No Tear, they
are notf.

The Premier: Who said they were?

Mr. Foleyv: Whoever said that new
agricultural railways would pay from the
start?

Mr. SMITH: 1t is always given as an
exeuse that they will pay.

Mr. Foley: Py members who are ask-
mg for rallways in their distriets.

Mr. SMITH: Tn looking at the reve-
nue, this buoyant revenue that we have
spoken of, one naturally asks oneself
where all the money is going to. The
first thing that strikes one is the enor-
moas amount that we are paying for in-
terest. I mee that there is a sum of
£1,287,000 allotted for the payment of
interest, That appears to me to be an
overwhelming load. This should not,

however. e a load al all, because the
money was horrowed particularly fo con-
slroet railways with, and these were rail-
wavs which it was promised should pay
interest, so that if the money had been
put to proper use and expended on these
works, which were so promising, they
should be paying interest.

Mr. MeDowall: A number of these
railways were agricultnral lines.

Mr. SMITH: There shonld be no load
at all on them. These works should be
repaying interest on the capital all the
timie.

The Minister for Mines: They should
but they are not doing so.

Mr. SMITH: T am only drawing at-
tention to the fact.

Mr, Wisdom: The railways paid in-
terest in the time of the Liberal Admin-
istration.

My, SMITEL: They are at all events
not paying interest on the money which
has been speni upon them, It would be
interesting iv the House if hon. members
could be furnished with a return showing
those works which were not paying that
amount of money which it was promised
they wonld pay. We would then be able
lo see npon which the State was losing
wmoney, and would be in a position to
bring our minds to bear upon effecting
some improvement in regard to them.

Mr. Foley: Are vou asking for a sec-
tional return of the railways?

Mr., SMITH: The sinking fund has
been referred to by several hen, members,
The figures are £257,000. There is nou
doubt that is a very heavy load for this
community to hear. At the time when '
the prineiple of providing a sinking fund
for loans was first introdneed, the couniry
was in a flourishing condition and the
sinking fund was a mere flea bite, so 1o
spesak, and we did not feel it at all. Tn-
der the present cirecmnstances, however,
we are not enjoying the same prosperity
as in previous years, and the sinking fund
is like a snowhall—it is growing higger
and bigger every year. T thivk it is
broughi home to us that we are really
providing too much sinking fuud for the
purpose of eovering our loans,
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Hon. J, D. Connolly: It sll depends
on what the money is nsed for.

Mr. SMITH: 1t does not matter what
it is used for.

The Minister for Mines: We are doing
more in that direction than any other
State,

Mr. SMITH: In my opinion, the Gov-
ernment should econsider, when they are
horrowing money in future, the question
of providing a sinking fund that is very
mueh smaller ihan the present sinking
fund, and so spread it over a greater
nnmber of years., The other States of the
Commonwealth have no sinking funds at
all. 1 say it is to the credit of Western
Australia that we have provided a sink-
ing fund for our indebtedness, but I
think we are undertaking too much and
more than we can eomfortably earry out.
The sinking fund should in future be
spread over a greater number of years,
and we should then feel the burden to a
much smaller degree, Several hon. mem-
bers have referred to the cost of running
the country, and it has been insinuated
that we are paying far too much for ad-
ministration. I think the Premier inter-
Jected something to the effect that if we
would give him power he would show us
what he could do, and that he would deal
with the Civil Serviee in some way. If
the Premier meant that he wanted a free
hand to go into the Civil Service with a
waddy and clear out half of the em-
ployees, T am not inclined to give him
that power.

Mr. Foley: He did not ask for it.

Mr. SMITH: He inferred that al any
rate,

Mr. Foley: He did not.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: He said “TUntie
my hands.”

Mr. SMITH: I am not inclined io give
him that power. We should bave the Pre-
mier sacking men right and left, and we
wonld have half the Civil Service out in
the street.

Mr. Foley: The Civil Service know who
are their best freinds.’

Mr. Mullany: Do you mean that Civil
servanis cannot make a living outside?

Mr. SMITH: I mean in these times it
iz diffieult for anybody losing & position
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to get another. I also wish to protest
ngmnst the Government's attempi to re
duce wages. There is no doubt that by
+ round-nbout way of curtamg bhours
the Govermnent are practieally redueing
wages. There is no doubt about that. The
Minister for Mines may shake his bead.
It is a round-about way of reducing
wages. The men who are earning their
wages g0 home with so much less every
week., It does not watter whether they
are working 44 or 48 hours per week.
The facl remains that they have to go
home to their wives every week with less
maney in their pockets,

My, Foley: The working man is getting
more now with shorter hours than he was
getting under the Tiberal Government,

Mr. Robinson: 1lis money would not
purchase as much now as it used to.

Mr, SMITH: I for one am strongly
opposed to a reduction of wages. If
there is going to be any reduction at ali,
let it start with the Governor, the Su-
preme Court jndges, and others who are
getting high salaries. These are the peo-
ple to get hold of first. These men would
not mind a reduction in their salaries i
thke money was spent in a proper way,
but the people object to a reduction in
their salaries when the money is required,
not on agceount of the war, but because the
Government have spent what they have
in a reckless fashion and are wasting
their revenue. This iz how it appeals
to me, I deo not believe in paying out
s0 mueh money simply because the Pre-
mier is making a mess of things. If he
is carrying out an honest administralion
I do not mind what taxes are imposed.
Indeed I would spend my last shilling.

Mr. Foley: Is it because there is a
Labour Government in power that the
Supreme Court judges and others will not
pay?

Mr. SMITH: There is also the neglect
of the Government to pay the inecreases
which were awarded by the Appeal
Roard. Ti is most unfair that they should
have withheld these increases. Many of
these men are depending upon these in-
creases, and, for the sake of the eredit of
the eountry, I think we ought to pay these
men.
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Hon. J. D. Connolly: The appeals are
two years old.

The Minister for Mines: They did net
get any in your time,

Mr. SMITH: Another interjection of
the Premier's I do not quite understand.
Thal was in reference to the eivil ser-
vants riding about on bicycles. That was
a most uncalled for remark on his part.
There is no occasion to cast a slur like
that upon the civil servants, TDoes he
mean to infer {hat the civil servanis are
in the habit of riding bicyeles about at
all hours of the day? I suppose that some
unfortunate office boy who had gone out
for a bit of a ride caught the eye of the
Premier, and he came to the conclusion
that the e¢ivil servants were riding bicy-
eles at all times of the day, and ex-
claimed, “Give we authority and I will
show you what I will do.”

My, Foley: He never said anything of
the sort.

Mr. SMITH: It would be a great deal
better if he had somehing to say abont
the motor cars that Ministers go about
the counfry in. Faney the Premier pay-
ing £000 for a new police motor car!

The Minister for Mines: We {ried to
rival the hon. member for Canning,

Mr, Allen: Never mind about the hon.
member for Canning.

Mr. SMITH: That was at a time when
the Agricnltoral Bank had practically
ceased payment, and found iiself unable
to carry oni ifs obligations. If any pri-
vate business firms were to carry on in
this reckless manner they would seon find
themselves in the bankruptey eourt.

Mr, Foley: How many farmers asking
for assistance to-day are able to run their
own motor cars?

Mr, E. B. Johnston: Not one of them.

Mr, SMITH: It is quite possible that
some members of the civil service are not
warth their salt. It is nonsense, however,
for the Premier to say he has not the
authority to sack these men. It is rub-
bish. What did he do in the case of
Messrs, Roe and Cowan, the police magis-
traies? There is no question there of not
being able to sack men.

Member: What was Mr. Roe’s age?
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Mr. SMITH: i does not matter; he
was quite competent to earry out his du-
ties.

Mr., Rebinson: He is a younger man
than Lord Kitchener.

Mr, SMITH: Had his services been
retained, the Government would prob-
ably have had a better magistrate.

The Minister for Mines: The hon.
member, 1 suppose, knows there is power
in the Act to relire magistrates over sixly
years of age. I am not arguing about the
wisdom, of it, but the bon, member is
talking about the power.

Mr. SMITH: Compare the treatment
meted out to Messrs, Cowan and Roe
with that meted out to Mr. Mann, the
Government Analyst, who has been the
subject of discussion in another place.
That gentleman was given six months
leave of absence, on full pay, and per-
mitted fto colleet a fee of over £2,000.
‘Why should he bave been allowed to col-
lect that enormous fee, while on full pay?
Some reference has been made to the
curtailment of members’ privileges, T
will refer to one, free telephones. It
may have been zll very well fo provide
free telepbones when the department
was under the State, but now that it has
become a Federal department why shonid
the State find money for this.

+ Mr., Hudson: That eomes with very
bad. grace from a city member.

Mr. SMITH: In regard to this ques-
tion of telephones, if the Treasurer looks
after the pence, the pounds will look af-
fer themselves. I think it is unfair that
when Parliament has been prorogued
members should be allowed to use their
passes for the purpose of lravelling over
the railways, going round the country
¢lectioneering, to the detriment of other
candidates, who have not a similar priv-
ileze. The Railway Department has been
one of our greatest revenue earning de-
partments in years past. The earnings
have produced revenue o a very con-
siderable amount over the expenses.
But lean years have now come upon us,
and instead of the railways earning a
bandsome profit they are making a loss.
and we have to provide money out of
the consolidated revenue to make up for
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that locs. No doubt the drought has
been largely responsible for the present
position; but I think the time has ar-
rived when we should consider seriously
the question of reducing expenditure in
the Railway Depariment. One direction
in which this might be done, I think, is
by the employment of motor coaches on
the out-back railways. By this means a
considerable sum of money could be
gaved. The cost of running a train over
ane of those spur lines must he pretty
considerable, aud T think the spur rail-
ways have been largely responsible for
the losses on the railways. If we were
to adopt the method in use in parts of
Queensland and intreduce moter coaches,
we would be able to give the publie a bet-
ter service, and at the same time consider-
ably reduce the losses. There are also
other ways in which the department
might increase its revenune, I wifl just
mention a few. The first is an instanee
in which the Railway Department was
unable to ecompete against an ordinary
spring cart. The Federal Government
called for tenders for the carriage of
mails. The department tendered, but it
was outelassed by a spring cart. Onbe
result of snch business methods is that
the railways lose money.
Mr. Heitmann: Do vou

know the

irams are running against the railways .

even in Melbourne to-day?

Mr., SMITH: Very likely, but we are
not eoncerned about Vietoria; we have
enough to do to look after ourselves.
Another instanee: the Railway Depart-
ment was recently asked by ihe people
of Katanning for the privilege of ex-
cursion fares to Albany. The depart-
ment agreed fo a reduetion of the fare
provided it was guaranieed a certain
number of fares. The local people got
fogether and not ouly made up the mini-
muw number, but returned a very hand-
some profit; and the department did not
take the hint. In my opinion, exeursions
on these lines should be organised from
every town of importance in the State
at holiday times, and no doubt a good
amount of revenue te the Railway De-
partment would result. The member for
Bunbury ecalled aitention to some
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anomalies, and I have no doubt Le was
right, though I would not go so far as
he in advoeating that we should redamee
the fares between Bunbury and Pieton
Junetion to the same level as in the me-
tropolitan area over a similar distance.
But in that hon. member’s reference to
the anomalies in'the Railway Depart-
wment I did noi notice any mention of
what I consider the greatest anomaly of
all—the exeessive fares extracted by the
Railway Department from the people
using the trams. The Premier boasted
that the Government Lad made a profit
on the trams last year of approximately
£40,000. I do not wonder at their mak-
ing this lavge profit, in view of their
charging the highest tram fares in ihe
world,

Mr. Foley: Did not private enterprise
charge the same fares? Did you growl
then?

Mr. Allen. Of course we growled.

Mr. SMITH: When the Government
took the trams over, ithe people were
given to understand that they would
have cheaper fares. I asked the other
night about those cheaper fares, and
about the better service we were fo get.
The service to-day is no better than it
was formerly, and the plant is geing to
rain.

The Minister for Mines: We are run-
ning 2,000 miles a week nmore than the
company ran,

My, Woley: It was all right while pri-
vate enterprise ran the trams.

My, SMITH: When I referred io this
question [ was told, “Oh, we had cheap
Fares on our platform before you ever
thought of econtesting Worth Perth.”
\What is the use of having it on the plat-
form; it has been there for the past three
or four years, and yet the Government
is still charging the full fares. I also
think thal the tram syvstem should be ex-
tended, aud that penny sectiens should
he introduced. 1f that were done there
would be a largely inereased number of
passengers.

The Minisier for Mines: We could not
carry them until we gel more ecurrent.

AMr. Allen: The company recognised
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that, and got out. You were foolish

enough to fall in.

AMr. SMITH: Many people to-day walk
sooner than use the trams, with the rve-
sult that the trams frequently run empiy.
At any time in the morning after 10,
and again from 3 o’cloek to & o'clock
the trams are hauled backwards and for-
wards practically empty. Tf penny see-
tions were instituted, T am satisfied the
Governent would be running loaded
trams during those hours, besides pro-
viding a convenience fo fhe travelling
public and making more profit.

My, Foley: City members would travel
cheaper, and conntry members wonld not
benelit,

My, SMITH: The Governtnenl bave
refused to extend the issue of the workers’
{icket privilege hetween § and 9 o’clock.
A large number of girls and boys, em-
ployed in the city, have to come in daily
from Mount Lawley and other distani
subnrbs. They are earning perhaps only
12s, 6d, 15s., or £1 a week, yet the Gov-
ernment expeets them to pay full fars,
or to walk, while men, earning perhaps
£3 to £4 a week, who go to lheir work
up 1o 8 o’clock, get the concession of half
fare. Js that in accordance with the
principles laid down in the Labour plai-
form?

Mr. Foley: T do not see that we are
called upon to answer that? You do not
subseribe to the platform.

Mr. SMITH: I have previously re-
ferred to the profit made last year by Lhe
Railways. On looking up the figures 1
find that up to date the Railways, over
and above interest, have carned a profit
of a million and a half; that money has
been put into the eonsolidated revenue,

Mr. McDowall: For how long?

Mr. SMITH: Since the railways
siarted. lnstead of putting that monev
into consolidaled revenue, T maintain we
shonld have created a reserve fund, and
that money should have been invested
in our own stock. Had that been done.
we would not now require to draw on
consolidated revenue to make up for the
losses on the railways. 1 hope the Minis-
ter controlling the finances will take the

1483

suggestion into consideration that when
we again have a profit from the railways
that profit should be put into a reserve
fund for a rainy day.

Mr, MeDowall: T suppose you know
that the greater portion of that profit
was provided by the Coolgardie line, be-
fore many of the other lines were started.

Mr. B8MITH: 1 bhelieve that is right.
ith regard to the trading concerns, I con-
sider that most of them are rank failures.
Coming to State hoteis, we are told that
they are paying. Tn faect, the Premier
says, “My oath! they are paying all
right.” 1 would like to compare the re-
turns from State hotels with those from
private hotels. I am quite certain those
from the Stale hotels are not nearly so
zood as those received by private owners.
Personally, I favour the State ownership
of hotels; let hon. members make neo
mistake about that. T do objeet, however,
to the State getting down to the actual
beer-pulling business. My idea is that
Sfate hotels shonld be leased by publie
tender. If that course were adopted, the
revenue received from those hotels would
far cutweigh the profits received to-day.
Further, the State would be enabled to
reap considerable pecuniary advantage
in the shape of fairly large sums for in-
going, 1 would advocate short term
leases, say five years.

Mr. Foley: And the lessees would send
the hotels for all they were worth daring
their leases.

Mr, SMITH: The Government have
their inspectors; and if the State hotels
were in the hands of private lessees, those
inspectors, I am quite certain, would be
a little more enthusiastie, to put it
mildly, in watching them than is the ecase
at present.

Mr. Taylor: Do you think the inspec-
fors are less vigilant in regard to State
hotels than in regard to privats hotels?

Mr. SMITH : While speaking of
licenses, T wish to point out a means by
which the Government can obtain a con-
siderable amount of money, which, I
understand, is what the Government
want. One often hears the successful
applicant for a license, when coming
away from the eourt, congratulating him-
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self and smacking himself on the chest
and saying, “This license is as good as
& couple of thousand in my pocket.”
Whby should the community present
ary individual with a couple of thou-
sand pounds ¢ I say that if a
license is to be granted it should be
put up to public tender; and if
that license is worth a couple of
thousand pounds, then the State
should receive that money. T think
the Government are losing an op-
portunity of deriving considerable rev-
enue from that guarter. Passing on now
to a trading concern in a different
category, I regret thai the Government
are not doing more to assist the mining
industry by means of State balteries.
There is no doubt that the mining indus-
try is the one industry that is going to
pull the country out of the hole it ‘has got
into. It is all very well to boost up the
agrienftural industry; and I quite agree
with our friends of the Country party
that opening up the country is a fine
thing, and that seltling the people on the
land is a fine tling. But to get the eoun-
Iry out of the hole it is in, give me a
mining boom, Therefore T say the Gov.
ernment are nof doing what they onght
to he doing in the direction of assisting
the mining industry. There is plenty of
gcope for development in the mining
industry of Western Australia, Hon.
members know as well as I do that there

are thonsands of ecases of leases
taken up in the old days, 15 or
20 years ago, which were opened

up and then, simply because the
holders of those leases did not get five
oaitces to the ton, were promptly aban-
doned. The Mines Department have
gone o the trouble of publishing a book-
let which is an eyeopener on this point.
That hooklet gives the names of such
leases, the number of tons of ore obtained
from them, and the returns. There is a
deal of valuable information contained in
that booklel; but, unfortunately, the
Mines Depariment may almost be said to
be keeping that information to them-
selves, T admit that anybody who goes
up to the Mines Department and asks for
a copy is furnished with ome. But what
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we want is to disseminate that informa-
tion right throughout Australasia, to
show everybody inlerested in mining that
there are here leases which have produced
80 many ounces and are waiting to be
taken wp apgain by anybody willing to
work them. 1 am prepared to go evén
further. To anyone willing lo fake up
those leases, I wonld give & free rajlway
pass to the locality; and T would charge
no lease rent for the first year. Under
such conditions, I feel certain, we should
have a number of people taking up
abandoned leases, with the resuli that
our gold output would be considerably
increased, which, again, means the cir-
culation of a great deal of maney; and
it is ecirenlation of money this country
urgently needs.

Mr, Foley: Do you know one show in
this State that will go half an ounce to
the ton and is not worked? Do you know
of one such show that is lying idle in
ail this big State?

Mr. SMITH: There is any number of
shows lying idle.

Mr. Foley: Tell me one.

The CHATRMAN: Order!

Mr. SMITH: Another Government
enterprise which has come in for a cer-
iain amount of eriticism in the course of
this debate is the State Savings Bank.
The Premier hinted that it was the in-
tention of his Government to effect a
transfer of the Savings Bank to ihe Fed-
eral Government. I am strongly opposed
to transferring the management of our
local Savings Bank to Melbourne. Surely
we lhave had enongh of wmanagement
from Melbourhe to satisfy us.

Mr, Male: Telephones.

Mr, SMITH: T think we have in this
State sufficient brains to manage a little
eoneern like the Savings Bank, and I do
not see why we should transfer its man-
agement to Melbourne. The figures guoted
by the member for Subiaco {Mr. B. J.
Stubbs) as indieating that the people de-
sired that trausfer, were not convineing.
T think the hon. member drew a wrong
inference from the fact that there has
been a reduetion in the amounnt of de-
posits with the local Savings Bank, as
compared with the Federal Savings Banlk,
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Possibly, our loeal management wants a
little brushbing uwp. TUndoubtedly, the
Commonwealth Savings Bank is out for
business. I think most members recently
had put into their hands certain litera-
ture showing the advantages of deposit-
ing with the Federal Savings Bank. I
do not know whether the management of
that bank suspected hon. members of
having any money to deposit; but, still,
they gave us the opportunity of deposit-
ing it with them, and drew our sattention
io the advantages of the Federal bank.
We have not, however, heard of the
manager of onr loeal Savings Bank
reaching out for deposits in that manner.
I think that if a liltle more energy were
infused into the management of our bank
we should soon see a econsiderable in-
erease in the deposits of that institution.
The proposal ito transfer our Savings
Bank to the Commonwealth is really,
from a business point of view, utterly
absurd, It is admitted that our Savings
Bank is making a profit of £24,000 per
annom, and yet the Premier ealmly sug-
gests that we should transfer that busi-
ness for nothing.

The Minister for Mines: Who said go?

Mr. SMITH: Twenty-four thousand
peunds capitalised at five per eent. re-
presents nearly half a million sterling;
and vet the Premier proposes to give
away that business for no return, Cer-
tainly, he is going to get 75 per cent. of
the deposits; but what about the deposits
from the local Savings Bank which bave
been lent to our own people in the past?

Mr, MeDowall: They are still going
to be lent.

Mr. SMITH: No. Of the deposits, 75
per cent. is to go to the State Govern-
roent and 25 per cent. to the Common-
wealth.

Mr. McDowall:
new deposits,

The Minister for Mines:
understand the subject,

Mr. SMITH: At all events the lend-
ing of money from the local Savings
Bank to our people here has been a great
help towards the development of the
State, The fransfer of the management
to Melbourne would be a huge mistake,

That applies only to

You do not
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We have heard a great deal aboui the
South-Western distriet and its potential-
ities, There is no denying that the South
West of this country is capable of im-
mense development, The present Gov-
ernment and previons Governments have
spent considerable amounts of money
with a view to placing the dairying Th-
dostry of tbe Sonth-West on a proper
focting. But what do we find to-day?
After the expenditure of all that money
there is less butter and less eream being
produced in the South-West than was the
case 10 years ago.
Mr. Green: What does that show?%

My. SMITH: It shows that something
is roiten in the state of Denmark. An-
other matter for complaint relates to the
spending by the Government of £3,000
in the importation of seed potatoes from
the Old Country. The (overnment were
going to make the South-West of West-
ern Australia the great centre for sup-
plying Australia and New Zealand with
pure seed potatoes, But what do we find
after two years' operations9 The £3,000
have absolutely disappeared, and there is
not a seed potato to be got in the coun-
try. Not one of the potatoes imported
from the Old Country is available now.

The Minister for Mines: You did
not expect those seed potatoes fo be kept
for 12 months, surely?

Mr. SMITH: Another little matter
that the Qovernment have overlooked,
and which was brought nnder my notice
recently, is the accommodation provided
for His Excelleney the Governor at Al-
hany. T notice in the newspapers some
Vice-Regal complaints at the want of
acecommaodation at Albany, About iwo
vears ago, I think, the Government spent
several thousand pounds in buying a
Vice-Regal residence at the southern port.
What has beecome of it?

The Minister for Mings;
Viee-Regal residence.

Mr. SMITH: 1 think it must bave
been pushed into the barbour. At any
rate, there is something wrong, or else
the Governor and Lady Barron could
have ¢ccupied the residence. If the Gov-
ernment have abandoned the idea of es-
tablishing a Vice-Regal residence at Al-

It is still the
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hany, my advice to them would be to get
rid of the property and put the money
to some useful purpose. It is simply an
ahsurdity Lo buy an expensive residence
at a cost of thousands of pounds, to
house the Governor for perhaps a fort-
night once a year. and then not make use
of it.

The Minister for Mines: The residence
would be more useful as a home for
worn-ont politicians,

Mr, SMITH: The hon. gentleman will
he one of the first inmates.

The Minister for Mines;: No doubt of
it. T am thinking of myself.

Mr. SMITH: Now, as an instance of
the Government’s fnancial management,
let ns take their treatment of charitable
institutions. Ministers rush round, with-
oul. thyme or reason, and apply the
pruning knife to every charitable insti-
fubjon in the country, Undoubtedly,
those insiitutions have done a consider-
able amount of good; and, wmoreover,
they have retieved the Government of a
great deal of work and expense. If those
institutions were not there to carry on
the work of charity, the Government
would have to do it. Therefore, I main-
tain ‘it is false economy to eut down in-
diseriminately the grants to these insti-
tutions, with the inevitable resul; that the
Government will speedily find themselves
compelled to do a good deal of the
charitable work of the institutions in
question.

The Minister for Mines:
tations do you refer to?

Mr, SMITH: One is the Dulhi Gunyah
Orphanage, at Vietoria Park, the sec-
retary of which has forwarded me a
letter giving some particulars of the
work of the mstitution—

We have 38 children in the home, for

22 of whom we receive a subsidy of

10d. per day. .The remainder are sup-

ported by public subsecriptions, The
total receipts from the Government for
the support of the children for the
vear ended 30th June, 1914, amounted
to £346 Ss. 4d. Public subseriptions
for the same period amounted to £230
14s, 214d. In addition, the Government
make a grant for education of £156

What insti-
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per annumn. This goes to provide teach-
er's salary and school requisites; the
mission provides schoolroom. There
are three missionaries in the home, and
they are unpaid, theirs being volun-
tary service. This mission is unde-
nominational. The premises are the
property of the mission, and upon them
there is a debt of about £250. This is
about {o be increased by a further £250
by addifions to the property, in the
building of a new dormitory fo accom-
modate 12 children and a matron. The
contract was let on the 7th January,
1915, before we knew of the Govern-
ment’s intention to eut down the sub-
sidy., Had we known this, we should
not bave entered upon the responsi-
bilities, In eonsequence, we shall prob-
ably be involved in difficulties, The
teast the Government could have done
was to give notice of their intention to
ent down. As a mission, we cousider, we
are doing a publie service in earing for
these children and striving to educate
and irain them into good citizens,
The Government allowed more than half
the year to pass before they gave these
people to understand that their votes
were to he reduced. They allowed them
le go along on the assumption that they
were goibg to receive the same amounts
as lhey had received in previous years,
und after having incurred liabilities, the
Government inform them that their
grants are (o he reduced. So the liabili-
ties will remain on the hands of these
people. This is most unfair, and T trust
that the Government will see their way
io, at any rate for this yvear, pay the
amounts thal they have been in the habit
of granting, That would be a fair and
Jqust way of dealing with these bodies.
Anotber very deserving institution is the
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals, This institution has been in
the habit of receiving a small grant per
annnm. They see that the sections of
the Criminal Code relating to cruelty to
animals are administered, and they in-
stigate proseeutions, and the fines which
result from those prosecutions go into
consolidated revenue. Thus, as the Gov-
ernment derive some benefit from the
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proceedings which are taken, I consider
that the society should he given the same
amounl which if has reeeived in the past.

The Minister for Mines: The society
are geiting wore assistance from the
Government now than they ever received.

Mr. S8MITH: That is no argument.
e secretary of the society informs me
that in Kalgoorlie the other day a con-
tracior was fined £52 for causing several
norges to be worked in an unfit condition,
and that {brough the cases instituted by
ihe society, the Trensury has benefited to
the extent of about £200 per annum.- The
least the Government ean do, therefore.
is to repay that amount of money to the
suciely. They bave dune the work, and
have been responsible for the imposition
of these fines, and they ought to collect
the reveuue. ’

The Minister for Mines: They are get-
ting mere help than they have ever had.
I gave them a free railway pass over all
lines, and they never had that previonsly.

Mr. SMITH: That is very good of
the Minister, but it is a pity that he
should be undoing the good work he
hegan to do by cnfting down the vote
now. 'The sum of £50 is of very little
help to the society. The secretary also
inforn:s me that there iz another fact
which must not be lost sight of, and it
is that the society has about twelve hon-
orary inspectors who act as speecial con-
stables, all of whotn are liable to be called
upon for police duly at any time, and
that any mmngistrate ean direct such in-
spectors to make arrests for eriminal
offences. Tn that way the honorary in-
spectors are deing State duty, and there-
fore the SP.C.A. is the only paying
eharitable proposition whieh the Govern-
ment have. Before coneluding my remarks,
1 would like to refer to the seandalous
waste of public funds in conneciion with
asppointments, and T am referring more
particalarly to the appoirtment of the
ex-Minister for T.ands {Mr. Bath) to =
seat on the Control of Trade Commis-
sion at the enormous salary of £750 per
annum. Mr. Bath has been appointed to
do somefhing that eould well have bheen
done by any ordinary member of the
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civil service, Considering the position
of the finances, that was an ill-advisedl
appointment, to say the least of if. The
Premier told us the other night that if
the war was over in the course of a few
months, the price of wheat would come
down. JIn that case there will not be any
necessity to administer the Control of
Trade Aet, and here we have the Gov-
ernment making this appointment for 12
yoonths,

" The Minister for Mines: That is not
right, it has only been made at the rate
of £750 per annum. .

Mr, SMITH: The appointment then
can be cancelled at any time?

The Minister for Mines: Yes, when the
work iz done,

Mr. SMITH: But the salary is some-
what over the odds. The work was pre-
viously done by Mr. Sutton, the Commis-
sioner for the Wheat Belt, without any
extra remumeration, and I do not think
there was any necessity to appoint Mr.
Bath at this salary, My, Bath did not have
any special qualifieation for the position.
T said at the outset that I intended to be
brief and as T am afraid I have occupied
more time than I intended to do, I shall
reserve any further remarks T may have
to make until we reach the items,

Mr. ALLEN (West Perth) [9.8}:
Speaking at this late slage, one is apt to
repeat something that other members have
said. That is a disadvantage one is placed
at, and T am afraid I shall be guilty of
transgressing in this direction because
several of the speakers have already taken
the wind out of my sails by referring to
some of the matters which I had ineluded
in my notes. The leader of the Country
party prefaced his remarks the other
evening by saying that he bad had the
privilege of listening 1o two excellent
speeches, one from the Premier and the
other from the leader of the Opposition.
After having heard the leader of the
Country party, T think we ean say we
have listened to three excellent speeches
from the three different leaders, We also
had a speech from the member for Bun-
bury, who gave us some interesting infor-
mation regarding railway fares and
freights in this State and in the old coun-
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try. Some of us were somewhat surprised
at the figures the hon. member quoted,
but he vonched that they were correet,
and one ¢ould not help thinking that there
was something in his argumenis, and he
concluded his remarks by sayving that
ratlway fares and freights were matters
for experts to deal with, The hon. mem-
ber was quite right and I hope that those
in charge of the department will take
note of what he said and give the subject
some consideration. The member for
Nelson delivered an interesting address,
in which he dealt with the forests of the
State. I was surprised to hear him re-
mark that the commissioners who were ap-
pointed to advise Parliament in regard to
the best means of farming had recom-
mended the use of lime to a large extent,
but that unfortunately it was not pro-
curable. The hon. member then made the
astounding statement that a company with
a capital of £10G0,000 was here and ready
to start the development of lime deposils
to provide the farmers with that necessary
requisite, but that the Government had
refused to grant them a concession. The
Government refused the conecession even
though they were not prepared to develop
the deposits themselves, If there is one
thing that the State is languishing for to-
day it is new industries, and I think the
Goverrment should grant eoneessions and
encourage them wherever possible. The
nember for Nelson told us that the con-
cession was protected in every way fav-
ourable to ihe Government, The Govern-
ment were to fix the price of lime, and
the conditions were such that I wonder
that there was anyone prepared to take
over the eoncession. T ecannot help re-
ferring also to the loud and long speech
made by the member for Coolgardie (Mr.
McDowall) whieh the hon, member him-
self apily characterised as the letting off
of steam, Tt is to be regretted that mem-
bers should come here to let off steam.
There is a thousand aere park not far
from here which is better adapted for
such a purpose.

Mr. O'Loghlen: What are you doing
now?

Mr, ALLEN: I am trying to give an
intelligent exposition of the Estimates.
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The member for Coolgardie gave us an
address on what might be termed the
goldfields versus the agrieultural distriets.
He sought to bolster up the goldfields,
and as he represents a goldfields constit-
uency one carnnot blsme him. We all
recognise that the goldfields proved to he
the instrument which brought Western
Australia Lo the fore. The time, however,
is rapidly approaghing when it will be
realised that Western Australia possesses
agricultural lands second to none in the
Commonwealth, The member for Cool-
gardie supplied us with railway figures,
and T too can quote figures for that hou.
member’s information showing the ap-
proximate results of the working of some
of the railways to the 3Gth June, 1914.
On page 93 of the report of the Commis-
sioner of Railways we find that the gold-
fields district railways for that year
showed a loss of £32,928, whilst the loss
on the agricultural railways was £27,341,
a total loss of £60,273.

Mr. MeDowall: Where did you get
those figures?

Mr. ALLEN: From the Railway Cowm-
missioner’s repori,

Mr. McDowall:
them correctly.

Mr, ALLEN; From the remarks of the
hon, member one would have thought the
railways of the goldfields were paying
practically for everylthing. I wani to
remind the member for Coolgardie that
when gold is taken out of the ground it
cannot be replaced. In the agrienltural
areas the golden grain can always be
produced provided Providence gives us
the necessary rain., We must admit that
on agriculture the future of the State
will depend, but of course I am hopeful,
with others, that new goldfields will be
discovered, and that they will prove to he
equal to those found in the past. I am
in great sympathy with the farmers in
their present difficulty. The Government
have sought to blame the farming eom-
munity to some extent for the posilion
of the State to-day, but we should all
extend to them our sympathy for the diffi-
culties they find themselves in on aceount
of the drought. The drought which we
have experienced during the past three

You have not read
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years was anticipated to some extent, and
knowing what the position was likely to
be, the Government should have hus-
banded their resources and been more
guarded in their expenditure. The State's
position to-day, I am prepared to admit.
is to some extent due to the drought, but
not to the war. As some hon. members
have poiuted out,- we have not felt to
any great extent the effect of the war, bul
we shall do so. We are, however, feeling
more the resnit of the administration of
the Government. I do not wish to indulge
in carping eriticism, but ¥ would remind
the Premier and his colleagues that for
the past three years we om this
side of the House have been warning
them of what the result of their actions
would be. They, however, refused to take
any advice from us. This Parliament up
to recently was & Parliament of practie-
ally one pariy only, the party from the
trades hall, and only discourteous treat-
ment was meted out to those who eriti-
cised the actions of the Government,
While we on this side took our share of
the responsibility, that was only a small
share, because the Government had =«
free hand and a big majority and they
did practically what they liked. e
shall feel the il effects of the war in
the future, but possibly this great na-
tional erisis will bring with it some bles-
sing. Australia has had periods of great
prosperity, and we have never been
troubled with anything in the nature of
war. We have produced great wealth all
over Ausiralia, yet to-day we find fhat
an unemployed problem exists every-
where.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs:
of it?

Mr. ALLEN: The people have not
been thrifty enough, and now that we are
faced with difficulties everyone rushes
to the Government for assistance. While
I sympathise with those who find them-
selves in predicaments, T think some
good will come out of it all, because the
people will learn from it the lesson of
thrift. We do not vet fully realise what
out position reslly is. While our eoun-
trymen are fighting for our existence, we
here are immune from danger, bat I am

What is the cause
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afraid we do not appreciate the true
position, but in the near future we shall
do so. Parliament last night was asked
to do something in a small way to show
the outside publie that we are sincere in
our desire {o contribuote with others to-
wards the national revenue and the re-
lieving of the finanecial strain, The rail-
way man’s time has now been reduced
to 44 hours, and of necessity his wages
have been reduced also. Flow much time
do we put in? About four months in the
year. Last night we were prepared to
make some sacrifice—not necessarily in
aceordance with the terms of the motion
as moved by the member for Perth (Hon.
J. D. Connolly) which, however, might
easily have been amended—but the mat-
ter was taken out of our hands and the
opportunity was missed.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
is not in order in referring to a motion
already dealt with,

Mr., ALLEN: I am sorry. I notice that
the estimated revenue for the current
year is £5,307,782, and the expenditure
£5,647,675, showing a deficlency of
£339,803. Seeing the position we are
faced with one would have thought that
every attempt would be made to
economise in all direetions. Yet if we
lock through the different departments
we find incidental items, such as postage,
stationery, travelling, inspection, sur-
vey, services rendered by departments,
entertaining distingnished visitors, Min-
isterial and Parliamentary trips, and the
rest:

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member
is not in order in referring to items at
this stage. ‘

Mr. ALLEN: T have no wish to refer
to any one item, but in the aggregate the
items under ‘‘Ineidental’’ total nearly
£100,000. Included in these are such
items as the Agent General’s Depart-
ment, and the London Agency. We find
there provision for a new motor ear,
£710, and for entertaining, £300. Surely
in view of the seriousness of the posi-
tion these items could have been left
out. The Agent General’s Department
is & very costly one, amounting as it
did last year to £6,287, notwithstanding
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which there is hidden away in another
place one little item of £602 which it cost
the State to have the pleasure of seeing
the Agent Gieneral’s face for a couple of
months. It is a pretty big item, seeing
thai he was out here for only a couple of
months. The return trip could have
been done for £120.

The Minister for Mines: You do not
suggest that the ex-leader of the Liberal
party is extravagant?

Mr. ALLEN: I merely suggest that
this item is considerably more than it
ought to be, costing as it did last year
£6,287.

Hon. J. D. Connolly:
was for immigration.

Mr. ALLEN: No. none of if, but it
ineludes £602 for the Agent General’s
trip out here. The Commonwealth is re-
presented in London by Sir George Reid,
and 1 think the Yime has arrived when
we as a State should have a eommercial
agent rather than an Agent General.

The Minister for Mines: He is a com-
mercial agent also.

Mr. ALLEN: Well, the department is
far too eostly for us in the present eir-
cumstances. We require to find new mar-
kets for a great deal of our produce,
our old markets having been disturbed
by the war, and we should have a good
commercial agent in London to open up
those fresh markets for us.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: He is doing that

to-day.
- Mr. ALLEN: But if is costing us foo
mnch. Sonth Aunstralia has in London
a man attending to her requirements at
far less cost. Indeed I do not think that
any of the Agent (fenerals representing
the other States costs nearly so much
as ours. YVhile in view of the terrible
position which we are faced we should
be casting abont for practical economies
we are actually inereasing expenditure.
The Government have asked for sugges-
tions, but when we offer them they are
for the most part ridiculed. To come to
the question of the Government motor
car serviee—

The Minister for Mines: Now for a
siatesmanlike policy,

Some of that
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Mr. ALLEN: Hou. members do not
like me tonching upon this service. I
once called for a retmrn in regard to it,
and my motion met with a very poor re-
ception, The Government motor car ser-
vice is costing £2,042 per abpum. It
does not sound wuch, but there is another
item of £1,800 which is transferred to
other departments. T think that at a time
like the present oue is perfeetly justified
in ealling attention to these items. Wher-
ever one goes the outside public are ask-
ing, “What is Parliament doing to econo-
mise?” and “What are the Government
doing to economise?’ Yet we see motor
cars galore rushing Ministers round abont
the place, Surely to goodness at such a
time the trams and the raiiways should
he good enough even for Ministers, who
it the eircumstances ought to be content
with what has to content oihers, It
seems ihere is a new ear to be purchased
at the cost of £435. Last year the wages
and overtime for motor cars cost £1,121.
It is all very well lo laugh, but these fig-
ures tot up in the aggregate. ‘

Mr. MeDowall: You would do away
with these things altogether,

Mr, ALLEN: They could be done away
with very largely. Why should we nof
iet. the men on the rank have a chance if
a motor car be required ?

Mr. Wisdom. The whole thing could be
done by contract.

Mr. ALLEN: Tn regard to the tram-
ways, 1 have on previous oecasions asked
thal the time for the use of workers’
tickets should be extended to 9 o’clock in
order that shop girls going to office might
have the same privilege as the men and
secure a return ticket for 3d, It is a
very reascuable request., Many girls do
not have to be at office until 9 o’clock
while 8.45 a.m. 1s the time for large num-
bers of shop girls, On two occasions 1
have asked for this concession and been
refused, notwithstanding that I thought
the Minister would have jumped at the
opportunity of granting the request, es-
pecially seeing we are told that the trams
represent anything but a losing proposi-
tion. When we reach the item T propose
to test the feeling of the Committee as to
the reasonableness of my request. Agsin,
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the other morning a crowded tramcar
bound to the City went past the corner
of Colin-street at two minutes to eight
o'clock. Several men with workers’
tickets were waiting to board the car, but
could not get on. There was no other car
for three or four minutes, by which time
the hour had passed. When the next car
did come the conductor refused to allow
these men to travel on their tickets, ex-
plaining that it could not be done after 5
o'elock. I suggested to him that in the
circumsiances he might reasonably accept
the tickets, but be said it was not to be
thought of. I really think that to meet
sueh a case the conductors should be al-
lowed some lit{le discretion. The service
throngh West Perth is not of the best,
Subiaco having the Erst call on the irams,
with the result that frequently the cars
are loaded up before West Perth is
reached. T suggest to the Premier that
he take this into consideration and give
the conductors some latitude in regard to
workers’ tickets or, alternatively, extend
the time; for it is manifestly unfair
that because ihe one car eannot take a
passenger, he shonld be refused the con-
cession on the next car. Apart from this,
the service on the Hay-street \West line
is most unsatisfactory, and there is little
room for doubt that the Government are
losing bundreds of pounds per annum
through people having to walk into the
City.

The Minister for Mines: Now that we
have the tramway poel baek it will be all
right,

Mr. ALLEN: In regard to the publie
service. 1 hope that if the Government
cannot see their way to immediately pay-
ing the £4,000 represented by the appeal
board’s award they will not repudiate
it altogether.

Mr. McDowall: Just now yon wanted
to reduee everything.

Mr. ALLEN: This is an honourable
obligation which cannot be reduced. The
hon. member refused to have his salary
reduced last night. If the Government
cannot pay this money at once, let them
give the publi¢c serviee an assurance that
it will be paid in course of time, with
some small interest sdded. The high cost

1491

of administration of the service has al-
ways been commented upon. The public
service has grown enormously, but it is
going {0 be very much greater if the
Government conlinue their policy of
State enterprise, for the time will come
wlen we will all bhe State servants, al-
though there is no denying that the same
results eannot be obtained from State
service as from private service, In re-
gard {o workers’ homes I was at one lime
a supporter of the scheme because [ be-
lieved it would supply a legitimate want
of the working man, I did not imagine
that it was going to provide for a man
drawing £300 or £400 a year. Unfor-
tunately, I think we have missed the mark
with this workers’ homes scheme. We
should have had, as in South Aunstralia,
a scheme for the provision of workmen’s
blocks.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: To grow grass on?

Mr. ALLEN: Yes, for the hon, mem-
ber to eat. 1t is good food for asses.
Working men’s bloeks would have becn
of more advantage to the workers of the
State. We could have given the worker
an acre of land for a few pounds, erected
ou it a decent jarrah coltage for a couple
of hundred pounds, and provided him
with a water service; and thus advan-
taged he could have grown his vegetables
and fruit, and kept his fowls, his ducks,
his bees, and even his cow, as they do in
South Australia. He could have supplied
ample for his own requirements and a
litfle over for safe. Jt is not even too
late now for the Government to consider
the question, and see whether it would
not be wise to amend the present et
and go in for workers’ bloeks rather
ithan workers’ homes. A good deal has
been said in regard to the Electoral De-
partment and the stale of the rolls. With
some of the remarks respecting the
stuffing of rolls I have no sympathy. In
my own electorate there were twice ar
many names on the roll as three years be-
fore, but I did not believe that names
had been stuffed en the roll for any par-
ticular purpose, I would not give ere-
dence fo such a suggestion and I had o
sofficiently good opinion of my old elec-
ors then oniside my district to believe
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that they would not attempt to vote
wrongly. But I eannot understand why
the West Perth roll came to be in such
a condition. I can quite nnderstand if
bappening in some of the other districts,
because many names were transferred
from the Federal rolls, but the boun-
daries of the West Perth electorate are
practieally identical with those of this
particnlar subdivision of the Federal
distriet of Perth, and I eannot under-
stand how those 3,000 odd names came to
appear npon the roll. 1 have been in-
vited to inspect the working of the Blee-
toral Depariment and I intend to do so,
but apparently there was something radi-
cally wrong when such a state of things
could ocenr. The Government claim a
wood deal of eredit for what they have
accomplished in the way of State enter-
prises. For my -part they are welcome
to all the ecredit, becanse I cannot see
that State enterprises have brought about
anyv very great benefit. The Premier
has told us that ihey have opened up
fresh avenues of employment, but how,
T ask, conld they do so? They have
simply had the effect of diverling men
from one avenue and placing them in
another. and we are really taxing peo-
ple  for revenue with which to
bring about their own downfall. It is
not the duty of any Government to adopt
a poliey causing people to provide the
very weapon with which to bring about
their own destruetion. Tt may be said
that State enterprises have not had this
effect, but I could give illustrations to
prove that such has been the resnit.
What we in Western Australia want
more than ever is to encourage capital-
ists fo come here and to encourage peo-
ple to invest their money in our indus-
tries. Never had the State such an op-
portunity as will be presented when the
war is over to open up new industries,
but what indueement is there for people
to do so when the Government may step
in, set up opposition and tax them for
the money with which to bring about
their downfall. I have indicated more
than one direction in whieh the Govern-
ment could effect economies.  Whether
the Government will give serious eon-
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sideration to the suggestions which have
heen offered, I do not know. The Gov-
ernment have suggested the idea of in-
crensed taxation, but it would be better
if the Government first effected ecomo-

Mr. Thomas: How?

Mr. ALLEN: A sum of £100,000 is
provided for incidentals, travelling ex-
penses, posiages, wood, fuel and clean-
ing, Surely these items could be cut
down considerably.

The Minister for Mines: Incidentsls
are just ns necessary as many other
items.

Mr, ALLEN: There are many items
which could be considerably reduced if
the Government were in earnest.

Mr. Thomas: Let us have them.

Mr. ALLEN : The Chairman would
not permit me to deal with items now,
but at he proper time I will do so. I
have pages of them prepared in readi-
ness,

Mr. Thomas: Who wrote them out for
you?

The Minister for Mines: The Daily
News?

Mr. ALLEN: That is a rather imper-
tinent question, I lLave never asked who
wrote the hon. member’s speeches for
him,

Mr. Thomas: T do not write them.

Mr. ALLEN: No, the hon. member
learns them off like a parrot. It is the
dniy of the Governmeni to economise,
and many instances have been given to
show where economies could be effected.
It is all very well to blame the farmers'
arrears of rent and the drought for the
preseni position of affairs, bat the Gov-
ernment must aceept their share of the
blame, RBefore we give them tens of
thousands of pounds more to expend, the
Government should indicate where they
are prepared to effect economies. Let
them start wilth themselves, with the
motor ears. The public will think none
the tess of them for it. Labour mem-
bers used to eriticise the Liberal Govern-
ment for flving around in motor cars.
At that time they possessed only one, but
to-day there is o garage full of them and
a big staff is employed, and this year the
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cost will be £2,000 odd. In addition,
£1,800 has been transferred to other
departments, and if the vote is exceeded
as was the case last year, motor cars will
probably cost the State this year £6,000
or £7,000.

Mr. Thomas: Do not they save time
und expense?

Mr. ALLEN: Yes, but there is a rank
of motor cars on the stand in Perth. Is
it necessary to bave a motor car to con-
vey the Premier from his home to the
office every morning? I have to ride in
a tram ear.

Mr. Thomas: Your time is not of so
much Importance.

Mr. ALLEN: Judging by results, I
should say it is of very much greater im-
portancé. The big overdraft of the Gov-
ernment is frightening people out of the
State and it is up to the Government to
economise, If the Government tackled
the question seriously, they could bring
about gonsiderable economies before
talking of providing for fresh taxation.
My sympathies,are more with the farm-
ers who are eontending with the drought
than with the Government who attribute
ihe eause of their financial troubles to the
drought. No doubt the drought is re-
sponsible to a small extent, but it is
largely their own mismanagement which
has brought about their preseut trouble.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM (Greenough)
[9.35]: So much as already been said
during this diseussion that little new
ground remains to be covered. When the
session opened, we were told that no con-
tenious legislation would be introduced,
but that measures would be brought for-
ward necessary to assist the people and
keep the wheels of industry moving.
There was an almost unanimons desire
on the part of members that for the time
heing the politiecal hatchet should be
buried and we should do our best to pull
the couniry through the troublous times
confronting it. The present is a eritical
time in the history not only of Austra-
lia but also of the world. Most of the
great nations of Europe are engaged in
a life and death struggle, Qur Empire is
a party to that strppgle, and we are
likely to feel severely the shock and
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strain of it. We have just experienced
one of the severest dronghis ever known
in Australia, At present we gre feeling
the pinch of the drought more than the
shock of the war but during the eurrent
year we shall feel the stress most sever-

ely. Touching the financial affairs
of the Stale, there are two mat-
ters which cause us deep coneern,

firstly our indebtedness and secondly
our deficit. The one is largely respon-
sible for the other, because we have a
large interest Bill to pay. Our indebted-
ness is chiefly due to the progressive
publi¢c works policy adopted in the past.
Railways are largely responsible for our
indebtedness, but as railways are the
principal factor in the development of
the country, the money we have expended
for ibeir construction has been justified.
Owing to indifferent seasons since many
of these railways were built, we have not
derived that measure of benefit which
was expected when we undertook their
constraction, but with a return of normal
seasous we should experience the full
benefit from our expenditure on rail-
ways, It has been said that a few years
ago the Government increased the salary
of railway employees from Ss. to 9s. a
day and thus inereased thecostof running
and thus inereased the cost of running
the department by something like
£112,000 per annum. Some people were
of opinion at the time that it would be
necessary to inerease railway fares and
freights in consequence, and others con-
sidered that the great amount of develop-
ment in the country for which the rail-
ways were largely responsible would lead
to such an increase in ilhe volume of
trade, that the augmented earnings of the
department would prove sufficient to more
than meet the extra running cost, I have
leard very few people eontend that the
inerease should not have been granted,
and T contend that 9s, is only 2 fair day’s
pay for those responsible for the working
of our railways. A large amount of
loan money has been expended to develop
our industries. This is a vast eountry and
if we are true to our citizenship we musi
do something towards developing it, and
the best thing we can do is to encourage
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our primary industries. 1f we had lo
wait until we were in a position to pro-
vide this money out of revenue, our pro-
gress would be indeed slow. Therefore,
1 do not regret the expenditure we have
incurred to promote the advancement uf
our primary industries, When normal
seasous return and the shock and strain
of war are felt no more, we shall realise
the full benefits from this expenditure.
Good roads prove a great aid to the
development of our primary industries,
and the Governmeont in the past have
provided fair subsidies for their upkeep.
The construction of new railways entails
the construction of new roads, because
when a line is built through new areas,
the old roads generally fall into disuse
and new ones have to be made fo pgive
access to the sidings. VWhen new lines
open up new distriets, the seftlers who
take up land are exempted from rates
for a time, and so roads boards are de-
pendent wpon the Government subsidies
for the funds with which to consiruet
roads. 1 can quite understand the action
of the Government in eutting this year's
subsidies down by 50 per cent. We have
been asking the Government to effect
economies during the present stringeni
period, and while it was perhaps neces-
sary to reduce the voads hoard
subsidies, 1 hope i will not be
long before the full amount is again
fortheoming, Some members  have
eomplained about the vote for parks
and gardens being ecut down by £3500.
There are no parks and gardens in the
electorale T have the honour to represent.
hut that is oe reason why T should say
{here shall not be parks and gardens in
other parts of ibe State. T think these
beauty spots aml pleasure resorts are
very necessary. The comaplaint in regard
to cutfing down the vote is a matter that
1 am prepared to leave for settlement be-
fween hou. members representing elector-
ates in the metropolitan areas and the
Govermment., While on this schject L
may sav I do think that other parts
of the Btate are entitled to some eonsi-
deration in this respect as well as the
metropolitan area. The people of North-
ampton, which i= one of the oldest fown-
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ships in the Btate and around which
there is a great deal of agricultural set-
tlement, have no pleasure resort at all.
They are not asking the Government for
a grant for a pleasure resort in the shape
of parks and gardens, but they are ask-
ing for a grant to enable them to con-
striuct a road to the beach. The beach is
their only pleasure resort. 1t is also a
place from which they derive their fish
supplies.

The Minister for Works: We will con-
sider that when money hecomes freer.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: I am glad to
hear the remark of the Minister for
Works. [ helieve he is sympathetie in
this matter and will do what he can in
regard {o it. There is a sum of over
£2.000 voted for parks and gardens in
the metropolitan area. 1 believe also, the
(fovernment are going to some expense
in providing the people in the metropoli-
tan area with a fish supply. Therefore, in
the ecivcumstances, I think that the re-
quest of the people of Northampton for a
grant of £300 for constructing a read to
the beach is only a reasonable one, be-
eause it is only a reguest that will come
once in regard io that particular subjeet.
We have heard a great deal with regard
to the State Savings Bank, I think that
instifntion has proved, and will prove, of
advanlage to the State. 1t is an institu-
tien from whieh the Government can der-
ve profit, and more profit than they can
derive from most of their trading con-
eerns. [ also hear that it is likely that
e Government will eome to some ar-
rangement with the Federal Government
with a view to transferring the State
Savings Bank. One of the grounds for
taking up that attitude is that we eannot
very well have a State Savings Bank to-
gether with a Federal Savings Bank, that
these iwo banks are run by the same
people, and are run in opposition to each
other, one by the Federal Government.
and one by the State Government. In
private business, we find that there are
the associated banks runming in opposi-
fion to each other, and they all seem
satisfied enoungh with the profits they are
making. Therefore, T think, we should
he very careful before we transfer our
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Stale Savings Bank to the Federal
authorities.

Mr. Taylor: You are not in favour of
the transfer.

The Minister for Works: He is in
favour of anything that we can get most
money from. .

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: My personal
opinion is that the malter shonld be very
carefully considered with a view to the
best possible bargain being made for the
State.

Mr. Taylor: The best bargain for the
State is to keep the savings bank.
The Minister for Works:

guestionable.

Mr. CCNNINGHAM: With regard to
the Moratorinm Aect, there are many
people in my electorate who have ap-
proached me with a view to bringing
pressure to bear upon the Government
and having the Aet proclaimed. T have
made inguiries and find that the procla-
mation of this Act, although it may help
in some way, in other ways wounld, per-
haps, create hardship, and we find that
the Government very wisely have delayed
its proclamation until they consider that
its application would be justified in the
mnterests of the State. At the present
junetare 1 am quite prepared to accept
the explanation given in that eonnection.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: You do not think
it is justified to-day.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: From the point
of view of the farmer I should say it 15
justified, but there may be other points
of view which will have to be considered
also. T believe if other measures are in-
troduced they will be the means of giv-
ing the farmers the assistanee they re-
quire without inflicting any bardship on
others, We have heard a lot about taxa-
tion and economy during the last few
weeks, We were told last pight that the
farmers owed the Government something
like £400,000. I believe there is a good
deal owing on land rents. But the farm-
ers are not fo blame, and I think the Gov-
erment are to be commended fur the as-
sistance they have rendered to these
people, We know that if the country is
to be prosperous every industry must be
helped in every possible way, I wish to

That is
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give credit where eredit is due, and I
think the Government are deserving of
credit for the efforts they have made
during the session to go to the assistance
of the farmers. I only hope that they
will aiso give assistance to other indms-
tries, particelarly the mining and fimber
industries, We find that people in the
(Geraldton district are hampered in their
mining operations for want of a market.
We take up the papers and find that the
market price of ore is high enough to
enable them to carry on their business
at a profit, 1f only they eould find a
market, I understand thai the Govern-
ment are making every effort (o find a
market for this ore, and are prepared to
make advances against it to enable pros-
pectors and others to keep going, I hope
that course of aclion will be brought
aboot and believe, if it is suecessful, that
it will mean that many of our pepole will
be kept in employment and ihat the
money which would he constantly turned
over would prove a benefit to the State
generally. We have had the pleasure re-
cently of hearing reports from various
parts of the State that the rainfall has
heen very general inland. This renders
the pastoral industry practically safe for
the next twelve months at any rate. T
helieve that those rains will be continued
and that the drought has already Lrroken
up. It has been my experience that when
we get good rains inland they are gen-
erally followed up by a run of good sea-
sons, In my opinion that will be the case
in this instance. I have faith in the coun-
fry, and if our indebtedness is rather
high I think we should not be alarmed at
the fact. Most of our money has been
spent in promoting the development of
our industries, and in opening up our
country by means of railways, and when
we can get & run of normal seasons we
shonld he able to derive such benefit as
to meet ouar oblizations without any
fronble. With regard to the guestion of
taxation this is not a time when the peo-
ple ean bear great burdens in this re-
spect. If increased taxafion is necessary
I think it should be applied in a way
that will cause it to be feli as little as
prossible. Tt is {ime that we studied
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cconomy as far as we can, I think that
enough has already been said on the
question of economy without it being
netessary for me to take up any more of
the lime of the House on the point, I
think our indebtedness and our deficit are
rather-large but that the time will come
when we shall be able to wipe that off.
Let us have patience, and let us not,
through any feeling of panie, place undue
burdens upon our people. Let us go
steadily whilst we are passing through
a time of stringency and whilst we are
feeling the pinch of drought and the
shock of war, I feel sure that in a few
years all will come right.

Mr. HARDWICK (Bast Perth)
[9.55): 1t is not my intention to tax
the patience of the House at any length
at this juncture, realising as I do that
the Covernment are having a very
anxious (ime. In my opinion they are
beginning to wear a very anxious leok.
It will, therefore, perhaps be unfair for
me to criticise them too much at this par-
ticular time, It is perbaps a matter for
cougratulation—and it is also consoling
to the Opposition—that the Government
are nol adopting that cavalier attitude
which characlerised them during the last
session. Tt is just as well that they are
not, because the thought expressed
through the ballot box at the last election
has no doubt had some infinence in that
direction. It has provided rather an
item of amusement for this corner of the
House to have noticed from time to time
the expressions of enlogy which have
emanated from inany hon, members of
the other side of the House in respect of
the leader of the Country party (Mr.
James QGardiner). They have been rather
extravagant in their expressions eon-
cerning him, and have been constantly
heaving political bouquets upon him, T
do not know the reason for it, neither
am I going to make any effort to deter-
mine them. Tt somewhat impressed my

imagination:
Mr, Heitmann: Your what?
Mr. HARDWICK: That they arq

like some shipwrecked wariners, who
were sending out wireless messages in
the hope thai some friendly allies would
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come to their assistance and take them
off the rocks before they were torpedoed.

The Premier: How could you torpedo
a boat that was on a rock? Your naval
knowledge is deficient,

Mr. Taylor: You should go to Ned-
lands to gain some nautical knowledge.

Mr. TARDWICK: The Honorary
Minister the other evening expressed the
opinion, rather in an undertone, that he
did not like criticism; ihat it was rather
nasty, The Government, and the Hon-
orary Minister in particular, ought to
weleome fair and honest eriticism as some
weans of providing suggestions for im-
provement. Of course the great monster
that is causing so mueh anxiety and
alarm throughout the State is the deficit
of a million. I think I may remark——

The Minister for Works: Have you
felt the effect of it?

Mr, HARDWICK: That if this mil-
lion deficit was ouly a dream or a de-
lusion we could be a happy community,
but such is not the case. It is a reality,
and an exiremely grave one at that, My
particular eomplaint against the present
adwinistration——

The Premier: Don’t forget I am
President of the Million Club.

Mr. HARDWICK: I promised the
Premier T would not be too caustic in my
criticism, They will not find in me the
individual whe has supplied the last
straw that will break the camel’s back.
Therefore, I will not be too caustic in my
criticism,

Mr, Thomas:
stantial straw.

Mr. HARDWICK: My complaint
against the administration is that they
have never made any genuine effort since
they took hold of the reins of adminis-
tration to bring their expenditure within
their revenne. They have rushed right
ahead in a reckless manner, regardless of
the principles of economie law and the
needs of the situation. They have gone on
in this reckless manner, and like our
great hearted friend, Micawber, are
now waiting for something to turn
up. There is a lot of important mat-
ters whick I wounld like to have
touched upon te-night, but for the faet

You are a fairly sub-
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that J promised the leader of the
House not to speak at any lengib. If
you will permit me, Siv, I would like
to make a ecomparison with past admin-
istrations and the present administration,
MWe bave bad a Labour Administration
w possession of the Treasury benches for
practically four years. let us review the
progress of the State for the past 20
years, since the ineeption of the Cool-
gardie goldfield. We bhave heard a lot
about the unsatisfactory administration
of Liberal Governments. Liberal candi-
dates were described on some platforms
during the election of three years ago as
political robbers and pickpockets, as birds
of prey of unequalled rapacity. Praeti-
cally every corner post and every decom-
posed and roften log from Fremantle to
Midland Junetion blazoned forth the
ultimatum, “Vote for Labour and honest
polities.” We hear from almost every
member of the House how great this
country 15, how great are its potentiali-
ties and possibilities, how capable it is
of achievement. 1f we go back in our
history it will be found that during 18 of
those years the couniry has been under a
Liberal Government, and for four years
under a Labour Administration. Seven
or eight years ago the Labour party came
into power for the first time. On that
oceasion they were in office 11 months,
and 1 do not think it can be suceessfully
denied that those 11 months, which have
been designated the “mark time period,”
comprised one of the worst periods in the
history of goverumeut in this State. That
Labour Government was followed by a
Liberal Administration, and during their
term the conntry progressed steadily un-
til three years ago, when a Labour Gov-
ernment aganin came in. Things then
slumped once more, despite the fact that
millions of revenue and loan money were
heing spent. It may possibly be only a
coincidence that the country slumped
under a Labour Government seven years
ago, and again slumped during the past
three vears under a Lahour Government.
This is shown if a eomparison be made.
leaving out the last vear which was a bad
season, and eomparing the three immedi-
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ately preceding years with the last three
years of the Liberal Administraiion.
During the three Laboar years the coun-
try produced probably donble the quan-
tity of wheat that it did dvring the Lib-
eral term.

The Premier; Becanse of the mncreased
area nnder cultivation. While you were
Lalking we were working,

Mr. HARDWICK: In my opmion the
depression tu-day is largely due to the
fact 1hat the Govermment have entered
upon a number of trading concerns. I
know it has been pointed out that the
sum expended on eapital in those trading
voncerns is infimtesimal when compared
with the iotal defieit of one million. But
what good have they done?

Houn. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : They provided employment
for over 400 men at Rocky Bay.

Mr, HARDWICK:; Quite s0. But you
contd put 400 men to work to-morrow on
Alt. Eliza with equal advantage to the
State. 1 desire to point out that there ean
he only one end to the financial drift, it
means eventual bankruptey when monay
w® spent without any,return. Against ex-
pert advice the Government bave rushed
into these things, without any desire for
ceconomie trading. The result is that when
they are brought into direct competition
with business people it is not the amount
of capital put into the business ventures
which is causing the trouble, but the
direet interference which it eauses with
eommerce 1n muhy directions. Such in-
terference cunses business to slump, and
the effects are far-reaching. I helieve
that two or three loeal firms were abont
to start when the Government stepped in
with the people’s ecapital and prevented

“it. I think it is time the Government

should take a. pull with their Sate enter-
prises. I think they must admit thai
they have ventured upon trading eon-
cerns without advantage to the State.
When the large amount which has been
expended both from revenune and loan is
considered it is difficult to understand
why the deficit is so large.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): How much bas been spent
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AMr, HARDWICK : About twenty-four
millions.

BHon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister} : On trading concerns?

Mr. HARDWICK: How can I tell yon
when the Government will not provide
us with a balance sheetY 1 am certain
the hon. member himself dees not know.

The Minister for Mines : Less than
£400,000.
Mr., HARDWICK: That may be

right but T would not like to vouch for
it. 1 wish now to refer to a statement
made by the Premier that it was intended
Lo spend £7,000 per month in the erection
of workers’ homes. 1u the same issne of
the newspaper in which that statement
appeared there also appeared an ad-
vertisement inlimating that the Govern-
ment had a dezen or more honses te let
in different parts of the City. That ex-
penditure has also had this effect upon
the progress of the State, becaunse while
the expenditure oun workers’ homes has
probably resuited 1, makmg some work-
ers comfortable, which ! do not envy, 1
think it bas been overdone, and the time
has arrived when the Government should
stop spending loan money on workers'
bhomes and wait till the tide turns.

Mr, B. J. Stubbs: It s a reproductive
expenditure, is it not?

Mr. HARDWICK: Tn my opinion ihe
Goverament have had to yield ton mueh
to the organised eaffiliated bodies. No
doubt the Government’s intentions are
good, and if they were untrammelled by
the organisations and allowed to pursue
fheir policy, probably results fo-day
would have been better. The Government
cannot deny that in certain directions
they have had to yield to the influences
of organised bodies. -

Mr. E. B, Johnston: The Chamber of
Mines.

My. BARDWICK: No; you lmow the
organised bodies to which I refer. I
wish now to refer to a matter of loecal
coneern in my own electorate, the pollu-
tion of the Swan river. It must be ad-
mitted that the septic tank system has
proved a failure, becanse when the loea-
tion of the tank was decided opon the
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small rise and fall in the river, some four
or five inches only, was not taken into
account. My objection is not to the tank
itself but to the pollution of the river.
The mud banks bave become polluted and
so0 has the atmosphere. | regret thal
Provision has not been made on the Esti-
mates wherehy the Government might,
during the coming season, remove sotme
of thote mud banks, which might be ear-
ried down the stream and the people of
Crawley given a taste of what we have
to pul up with in Bast Ferth. [ desire
before concluding to point out Lhow neses-
sary it is in iy opinion that all seetions
of the House should work amicably. At
the present time there is particular need
tor this, and before the (overnment gu
imou revess 1 should like to see some
arrangement arrived at under which the
leader of the Opposition and the leader
ot the (‘ountry party might during recess
be econsudted by the Government—not
negessarily that their advice be acted upon
~-but consulted on matters of importance,
Ilowever, we wmust realise our position;
hecanse at the preseni time—if we are to
take any notice of the wmutilated, ceun.
sored cahlegrams which reach us—we
must natnrally conclude that the states-
men of the Motheriand find the tension
very high, Even al the present moment,
for all we Lknow, our national supremaeyv
may possibly be threatened. 1In coneclu-
sion, | desire to say that Europe is now
ablaze. in conflagration, and that its soil
is being fertilised by the blood of inno-
cent nafions. Let vus hope, then, that He
who guides and direets the deslinies of
nations will smite onr enemies, and that
Australia’s sons will not be sacrificed
upon the battle field.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan—
Brownhill-Ivanhoe—in reply) [10.16]:
I think it is something approaching three
weeks since I delivered my finanecial
statement to this Chamber, and at di-
vers times since that eveuing we have
had from various parts of the Chamber
speeches supposed to be on the subject
of the State’s finances, but mostly in the
nature of appeals to the Government to
spend further moneys in order to heip
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certain people to retain their positions
as members for particular constituencies.
It is very well for members to rise in
their places and talk about economy.

Mr. Nairn: Fulfil some of your elec-
tion pledges.

The PREMIER: When we do, we shall
probably relieve the hon. member of his
Parliamentary responsibilities,

Mr. Nairn: Fulfil your election
mises, I say.

The PREMIER: We cannot fulfil all
our promises at once. May I say that it is
a very easy matter for hon. members
to talk about economy. Oune would im-
agine, however, that hon. members who
impress  upon  the Government the
neeessity for eeconomy, would at least
suggest some method of effecting econo-
mies. The only suggestion in this diree-
tion that {he Government have received
has been tendered by the member for
North Perth (Mr. Smith), and his sug-
gestion was that we should carry his
North Perth constituents in to-the town
hall for a penny instead of charging them
threepence.

Mzr. Swmith: Get rid of the Govern-
ment motor cars.

The PREMIER: The hon. member ap-
parently imagines that it would be an
ceenomy if he were to sell his newspaper
to North Perth counstituents for a penny
instead of threepence.

Mr. Smith: We give value for the mo-
ney.

The PREMIER: Economy, it seems,
must always be in the direction of some
further expenditure by the Government,
or else of some additional sacrifice of
revenue. When we endeavour to intro-
doece economy, what ig the resnlt? We
have not, it is true, done very much in
that direction; and I want to say, right
here, that we do not propose to do over-
much in that direction if it means a dis-
lacation of the business of the State. It
would be a palpable absurdity for the
Government to enter upon wholesale re-
trenchment, or wholesale reduction of
wages and salaries, and thus immedi-
ately interfere not only with the business

- of the State but also with every private

pro-
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business earried on in Western Australia.
No economies have been suggested, ex-
cept wholesale reduction of salaries and
wages, or else retrenchment of numbers
of the people employed by the Govern-
ment. Some members suggest that we
should cut our garment according to our
cloth, T think I have heard that parti-
cular piece of advice on many occasions.
So soon, however, as we propose to re-
duce the quantity of eloth pertaining to
that part of the garment figurately re-
presented by the hon. member’s consti-
tuency, he immediately protests that
that particular portion of the garment
urgently reqnires an extra allowance of
eloth. Such hon. members are prepared
to allow the couniry, so to speak, to
walk about in a eoat with one sleeve in
and one sleeve out, so Jong as the sleeve
that is in covers their particular consti-
tnency. The railway revenue has been
falling off tremendously during the past
two months, and I issned instructions to
the Commissioner of Railways to meet
the deficiency by either bringing about
a reduction in the number of the staff
or else a reduction of hours. T also im-
pressed on him that no traing must be
run unnecessarily. Thereupon, ong of
the first things that T had to contend
with was a monster deputation compris-
mg representatives of every provinee as
well as of every constituency affected
with the exception of one—and that ex-
ception was Albany. The deputation in-
terviewed me as Minister for Railways
and suggested that the Goverrment
should not ecut out certain traims, but
should continue to run them for the eon-
venjence of the publie, whether they were
wanted or not.

Mr. Thomson:
those trains,

The PREMTER: We have done noth-
ing of the kind. T kuow what the hon.
member is alluding to, but we have not
reinstated the trains which were eut out.
As a matter of fact, we have continued the
passenger train fo Katanning; but we
have ent off the goods train; and T anti-
eipate that. in the course of a day or two,
the hon. member interjecting will come

You have reinstated
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along with a suggestion that the goods
train should be continued irrespeciive of
traffic available, just for the conveni-
ence of the public. I gave an instance
of the running of a train representing
110 tous tare in order to carry one ton of
goods. Certain hon. members would say
that because it eonveniences one partieu-
lar individual we ought fo continve run-
ning that train—running 110 tons tare in
order to carry one ton of goads.

Mr. Smith: I said all along vou were
rununing expensive trains for very little
traffic.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
talked about trams, and not abont irains.
Again, let me point out that to-day it is
not a matter so much of studying econo-
my by reducing necessary expenditure
in Government departments, as of recog-
nising and appreciating the fact that we
are to-day permithing a large num-

her of individuals to obtain Gov-
ernment services without rendering
payment for such services, At this

particular juncture, it would be noth-
ing less than suicidal to compel people
to pay for eertain Government services
in the same way as big machinery mer-
chants are attempting to obtain payment
of accounis at the present moment. Only
this afterncon T have been informed by
an hon. member of this Chamber that
one particular firm of machinery mer-
chants, one of the strongest of the
ecombine of machinery manufacturers,
have harassed a farmer for a pal-
iry amount of £4 T7s. 6d, due on
a bill which ought to have been
met this month. Those people proposed
to sell him up and take his machinery
from him if he did not pay that wretch-
ed amount. And yet hon. members, in
their desire to attraet public attention,
urge that we should economise by com-
pelling the farmers to pay the £400,000
they owe the Staie.

Mr, Smith: No such suggestion was
ever made.

The PREMIER: I admit that no such
suggestion was made explicitly, but that
was only beeanse those hon. members
have net the courage to admit that this
is what they want.
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Mr¢ Robinson:
foolish.

The PREMIER: T admit those hon.
members would not be so foolish as to
say outright a thing that the public
would not tolerate. But there can be
only one position arising if the Govern-
ment were to give effect to the wishes of
certain hon. members. I say that noth-
ing would please those hon. members
better than that the Government, by
closing down on the farmers, should
bring about agricultural and industrial
chaos.

Mr. Nairn: Nothing of the kind.

Mr. Robinson: No.

The PREMIER: Let me tell hon,
members who ftalk se much about econo-
my that almost the whole of the deficit
to-day ean be accounted for by moneys
which are due to the Government, either
by the farming industry, or else by other
industries which have suffered owing to
the drought and the war. Almost the
whole of it, I say.

Mr. Nairn: The whole of
£1,060,000% ]

The PREMIER: Yes.

Mr. Nairn: Does that account for the
slump in the railway revenue?

The PREMIER : I would not oxpect
the hon. gentleman interjecing to know
much about the railway service. In the
case of that hon. member he who ex
pects little will be blessed. That this
particular period, when under normsl
conditions our railways would be fully
occupied in carrying wheat to the sea-
board and bringing back fertilisers for
the purposes of the next harvest——

Mr. Nairn: Your Estimates are not
dealing with this year.

The PREMIER : Our Estimates are
not dealing with this year ? Then I
should like to know what we have heen
discussing ?

Mr. Nairn : Your deficit does not apply
to this year.

The PREMIER.:* The deficit at the
30th June, 1614, was £464,000.

Mr. Nairn : We had no drought then.

The PREMIER : Of course we had
no drought ; but, notwithstanding that
fact, if the hon. member will turn up,

We would not be so

the
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the Auditor General’s report he will find
in it an admission that on the 30th June
lagt there was revenue outstanding—
that is to say, money due to the Govern-
ment for services rendered during the
previous year—an amount of £327,042,
But—to be fair—side by side with that
was an item of £35,727 representing
moneys due by the departments to
creditors outside. A deduction of this
amount would leave a net revenue due,
after paying all Government accounts
owing at the 30th June, 1914, of £291,315.
Further, let me tell the hon. member
what he may not know—that our deficit
on last year's operations was £135,411 ;
g0 that, had we bean paid at the 30th
June, 1914, all the revenue owing to us,
and had we disbursed all that we owed
to creditors, we would have had not a
deficit of £135,000 but a surplus of
something like £20,0600.

Mr. Robinson : Impossible,

The PREMIER : Of course it is im-
possible.  All these things are impossible.
But those are the Auditor General's
figures, and the hon. member interjecting
ean turn them up for himself.

Mr. Nairn: If you had that record
in a good year, what do you expect in a
bad year ? That was the best year in
the history of the State.

The PREMIER: I am prepared to
admit it was, in respect of its showing
the greatest output of wheat. But
what the hon. member forgets is that
during the last four or five years the
pastoral industry has suffered tremendous
losses. Pastoralista are being sold up
to-dey who have been in the Industry
almost all their lives, and others are
battling on against tremendous diffi-
culties. The pastoral industry has suf-
fered even more than the agricultural
industry has suffered ; and thus the
wool output has been largely decreased,
Our Aocks and herds have been depleted
owing to the drought. Then there is
another fact which the hon. member
_forgets. The very first year we took
office, 1911, there was a partial drought
in this State, the main portion sffected
being the eastern areas, where the latest
settlernent had taken place. The Gov-
ernment had placed on those aress men
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with practically no capital of their own.
We provided the capital through the
Agricultural Bank, and that institution
received no return. The settlers were
not able to pay either their land rents,
or the amounts due for the seed wheat
and fertiliser with which they had been
supplied by the Government. Not only
did we ¢arry the amount owing on to the
next year, but we have not been paid it
even to this day. Those settlers were
not able to pay interest on the money
loaned to them for the purpose of de-
veloping their holdings. As I say, not
only was all that money due carried
over from 1911, but it is owing to-day.
There are hundreds who maintain that
I should go along te those farmers in
the eastern areas and say to them,
** There has been & good harvest over
the State as a whole ; I am not going to
worry myself about an individual suffer-
ing still by reason of want of rainfall
in a particular distriet ; you must pay
up or get out.” Certain hon. members
may desire me to adopt that course, but
I am not going to adopt it. Somebody
else may come along and do it, who has
the heart to do it. I have not.

Mr. Nairn: Who wants you to do
it 1

The PREMIER : What does the hon.
member mean by his criticism on the
deficit if he does not, in truth, mean
what I have plainly stated * Either
the hon. member eannot understand or
will not understand, or else he is simply
actuated by party motives to make an
endeavour t0 move Ministers from the
Treasury Bench. Now, let me give the
hon. member some other figures.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): I would not worry about
him.

The PREMIER.: I am not worrying
sbout the hon. member, and I am not
giving these figures for his particular
benefit. The figures will do good to
other members. As for the member for
Swan, he is past learning; and Irecognise
it. On the 30th June, 1914, there was
& net amount of revenue due, according
to the Auditor General, of £201,000,
During that year we had a deficit of
£135,000. That left a balance of £155,000.
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Now, in 1911, when we were squaring
the finances, what did the Auditor
Ceneral show? We have had the
Auditor General quoted pretty freely
by the leader o the Opposition.

Hon. J. Miteheli: Waell, what does
he show ?

The PREMIER: That there was
revenue outstanding to the amount of
£40,521, and expenditure outstanding.
according to the statements furnished
l y the departments, of £25140, or a net
rovenue due of £15,391. Thus we had
what may be described as a surplus of
£2 00 on that year.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Not on that year,

The PREMIER : Howaver, when the
Auditor Genera! went into the gquestion
he discovered that there was not merely
a sum of £25,000 due by the Government
to creditors, but that there was no less
than £53,569 unpaid. This is the Auditor
General's siaternent ; and I want hon.
members to be fair, and to take their
figures from the man who is appointed by
Parliament, who holds his office by the
will of Parliament alone. I want hon.
members to accept that officer’s statement
that if the figures were correctly taken
out for last year, which ended on the
30th June, 1914, and for the year which
ended on the 30th June, 1911, the Labour
Government show better results than
the Liberals achieved for thoeir particular
year. The burden of the criticism of
our friends opposite in addition to the
finances is in relation to our trading
concerns, which they say are responsible
for all the difficulties we are in. What
is the position ! Every member op-
posite, even those on the Opposition eross
benches, have declared that the trading
concerns are responsible for the de-
- fieit.

Mr. Smith : Not all the members.

The PREMIER: Well perhaps not
those who have not already been taken
in by the St. George’s-torrace farmers.
Let us take the trading concerns and see
how they stand. The balance sheets,
which were duly audited last year,show
that the following concerns onded the
vear with e loss:—Boya quarries £296;
cattle £2,773, steamships £17,273; and
under the control of the Minister for
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Worksthe State Implement Worksshowed
an approximate loss of £3,000 or a total
loss of £23,342. The following trading
concerns, for which we have been re-
sponsible, showed & profit in the same
year ; I am quoting now from the
Auditor General’s statement which al-
lows for interest, sinking fund, depre-
ciation end all other charges, even to
rent for Crown lands :—Trams £20,521-—

Mr. Smith : Extortion.

The PREMIER : Moola Bulla station
£230, meat stalls £16, sawmills £2,493,
milk supply £869, ferries £1,259, hotels
£1,856, or a total of £27,230. The net
profit on all the trading concerns for the
year was £3,888.

Mr. Smith :
million deficit.

The PREMIER: Even taking into
account some trading concerns showing
& cash loss, I contend they have been
of tremendous value to the people of
the State. Members can say that we
have lost on the steamers, but those
steamers have done more than any other
single administrative act by any Govern.
ment in Western Australia for the de.
velopment of the North-West area. I
heard the remark only this evening from
the leader of the Opposition, when he
was discussing another matter, *“ Did
any oné ever hear of such a mad-brained
idea as the State steamers?”’ The leader
of the Opposition sesms to forget that
when he was Promier appesling to the
electors he declared himself in favour
of State steamers.

Mr. Smith: But he would not have
appointed a boy manager.

The PREMIER : Of course the State
steamers are all right so long as they are
introduced and controlled by the Liberals,
but they are all wrong if administered by
the Lebour party. It is merely party
prejudice.

Hon. J. Mitchell : It is the class of
steamers that we object to.

The PREMIER : I do not propose to
go into the question of the steamsrs we
have emplayed.

Hon. J. Mitchell :
you.

The PREMIER : It was my friends
opposite who were largely responsible

And you have over a

I would if I were
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for the purchese of those steamers by
the ** erook " advice they gave in regard
to them.
Mr, Robinson :
* crook " advice ?
Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : Moore and Gregory.
Hon. J. Mitchell: You should be
ashamed of yourseli.
Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): I am only ashamed of you.
The PREMIER: Let us take the
implement works, which are to-day em-
ploying nearly 600 men. These men
all have dependants, and we can safely
multiply the 800 by five, which gives 3,000
who are being provided for as the result
of those implement works at North
Fremantle. Our friends ere such par.
riots to Western Australis that they
would prefer that the International
Harvester Co. should manufacture the
implements. These are the people, toe,
* who threaten to sell up a man who owes
them £4 7s. 6d. Hon. membars opposite
prefer that a trust of this description
should carry on business in Western
Australia rather than our own people
should be employed in an industry con-
ducted by the State. We say moreover
that in addition te finding employment
for such & number of people the imple-
ments which are manufactured at the
State works are of a better class than
were previously supplied to the farming
community. When we get beyond the
position of our friends opposite, who
- merely ridicule and endeavour to damage
"our party, we shall have forgotten all
about the State trading concerns and we
ghall be held up as models. The member
for Northern was one of the most ener-
getic supporters of the establishment of
implement works when he wanted them
established in his own electorate. This
applies also to many of the speeches which
have been made on the Estirnates. Those
~members who have State concerns in
their electorates are quite satisfied. The
member for Leederville said the State
milk supply was a very good thing,
and_he salso told us that the trams were
all right. Another member told us that
the ferries were all right, but all the rest
of the trading concerns were not. . The

‘Who gave you the
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member for Gascoyne (Mr. Gilchrist)
spoke in terms of praise of the Siate
steamers because they were serving his
electorate. The member for Nelson (Mr.
Willmott) told us that the State saw-
mills were & good thing in the karri
forest.

Mr, Willmott: What was said from
here was that the State enterprises, so
long as they were properly conducted,
that is, conducted on business lines,
would be supported.

The PREMIER: That is all vight
and I want to assure the hon. member
80 thut his sleep may not be disturbed
to-night, that they are being well man-
aged and conducted on business linea.

Mr. Robinson : You are the only peraon
who thinks so.

The PREMIER : I can also produce
evidence to show that members opposite
have approached the Government for
further State enterprises. A little re-
solution, very nicely worded, and pro-
bably it was drafted somewhere ir
Porth—I have a fair idea where it
came from; I am not accusing the

‘member for North Perth—this resolution

came frora a little place somewhere in
the Pingelly eloctorate where they had
condernned the Government for not
doing something to reduce the deficit.
These people had said that the ex-
travagant Government was responsible
for financinl chaos, and & weck aftor-
wards I received this resolution from
the Progress Association there asking
the Government to spend £6,000 or
£7,000 on the establishrment of a State
hotel at that particular place. They
want anything they can get from the
Government go long as someone else
pays for it. Apart from these matters,
one or two of our State enterprise; are
assisting the Governrnent and the State
materially. Take the sawmilling in-
dustry: The position iz that while
Millurs’ combine are threatening to close
down for lack of business, we are in a
hetter position than when we conunenced
operations. We bave more men em-
ployed in the sawmills to-day than we
had at the outbreak of the war, and
more hewers are employed by us to-day
than ever previously. Had not the
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Government teken over the hewers and
given them part payment for their
slespers, many of them would have been
in straightened circumstances to-day,
receiving free meals and free beds from
the Honorary Minister, or at least they
would have been working short time
for some of the other miils. Wo have
in the forests nearly £80,000 worth of
hewn sleepers to-day.

Mr. Smith : That i3 bad business.

The PREMIER: XNo, it is exactly
the sort of busincss the State should
undertake at such a time ; for while
the private individual can only carry on
business a3 long as his bank is preparsd
to stand by him, the State has to carry
on it 8 citizens at all costs and all hazards.
The member for Northam (Hon. J. Mit-
chell) always asgerts that the State
trading concerns have not meant the
employment of en extra individual.
I say they have been the means of
employing & great number of our citizens
who, were it not for these State enter-
prises, would have been out of employ-
ment to-day. The hon. member can
consult the Bulletin, which although not
uaually very kind to me, prints this—

The war has not made muech differ-
ence to Westralia ; less difference in
fact than to any other mostly mining
country in the world.

But there is not the slightest evidence
of a particle of patriotiam to the State
in any member of the Liberal party.
There never has been a time in the
history of Western Australia demanding
more spirited endeavours to bolater up
the State in order to maintain its credit.
Ii our friends opposite were at all
patriotic they would recognise and
apprecinte the matters I have mentioned
and would assist the Government, if it
were only to the extent of saying nothing
if they cowld say nothing good. The
leader of the Opposition, in his criticism
of the financisl statement, merely read
what I believe to have been, not so
much his own opinions as the opinions
of the Auditor General. My reagon for
making that statement is that I know
the leader of the Opposition was closeted
with the Auditor General in his office
just before the financial statement was
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made in the House. It may be ait
right for & member to go along to the
Auditor General, but it is remarkable
that at the very momment the leader
of the Opposition is expressing certain
opinions, those same opinions are being
expressed by the Auditor Genersl. The
Auditor General is entitled to the freest
criticism, but he, above all others,
should be fair in his criticism and his
actions.

Hon. J. Mitchell: So he is.

The PREMIER: Hs is not. Last
year, for the first time since Responsible
Government, at my request we had from
the several departments a reply to
the criticism of the Auditor General,
and almost without exception the de-
parbments were abla to reply satisfact-
orily to all his criticisms. Indeed they
went further, and the then Under-
Treasurer asserted that the Audit De-
partment frequently put every pos-
sible obatacle in the way of other
departments, instead of helping them
with the accounts. It is asserted by all
the Treasury officials in the Eastern
States that the respective Auditor Gen-
erals are there to give them advice at
any moment, that the Auditor General
moets the Under-Treasurer on every
possible point, and in short, recognises
that he is there to see that the funds
of the Biate are properly received and
expended in accordance with the law
of the land, and is not there for the
purpose of placing obstacles in the
way of the Treasury officials. However,
we have it on record that the leader
of the Opposition criticised the Govern-
ment policy after having interviewed
the Auditor General in his office.

Hon. J. Mitcheil : The Auditor General
could not refuse to see any member.

The PREMIER: Of course not. Bui
I want it to e understood that
the statemonts of the leader of the
Opposition were not his own, but were
in fact the Auditor General's. 1 have no
objection. I have here a complete answer
to every criticism offered by the Auditor
Ceneral. Here are the answers, but I
anl 1ot going to weary the House with
them. The member for North Perth
(Mr. Smith}) was very unfair in his



statement that the Government had
reduced the wages of the lowest paid
men in the service without touching thoge
of the higher grades. The statement is
hardly fair, secing that we have not
reduced the wages of any public servant.
Of course I know what the hon. member
had in mind, but he should have been
just, and atated the" position fairly.
The hon. member recognises that the
Railways are losing revenue, in con-
sequence of bwsiness having fallen off,
and that there is not work for the men
we have in the service. What does
the hon. member suggest ? That I
should put men off and rob them of the
whole of their earning capacity, of their
wages, by & system of retrenchment ?
Is it not better that I should do what
the men themselves asked me to do
at the outbreak of the war ?

Mr. Smith: What about the silver-
tails in the service ?

The PREMIER.: They are all sub-
scribers. The railway association asked
us to do it. I have a copy of a letter
signed by Phil Hunt, the general secretary
of the Amalgamated Society of Railway
Employees dated 10th September, 1914.

Mr. Smith: Did yon read the report
of the Kalgoorlie meeting ?

The PREMIER : The letter states—

At the Triennial Conference of the

W.A. Amasligamated Society of rail-

way Eroployees (at which every branch

is represented) sitting at Perth, the
following resclution was unenimously
carried, and I am instructed to convey

& copy of same to all members of the

Parliamentary Labour party. The

motion is as follows :(—“ That this

conference protesta against the pro-
posed action of the (iovernment in
rocognising unorganised labour and
. making provision for agreements be-

tweenYthem and the employers before
the commission appointed under the
Industrial Act, and further we wiah
to emphasise the point that # any
rearrangement of industrial rates and
conditions becomes necessary through
the slackness of work as a result
of the war, the workers’ wages be
not altered, but rather that their
hours be shortened.”

[52}
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Mr. Smith :
both.

The PREMIER : That statement is
not correct, and no one knows it better
than the hon. member. I want to
piace the position fairly before him and
toll him we have introduced the 44 hours
week in the railway gervice in the teeth
of the atrongest possible opposition
from the railway officials.

Mr. Bolton: That is so.

The PREMIER : We recognise there
is the keonest possible desire on the
part of some of our friends opposite, and
the Employers’ Federation in particular,
to use the Government to bring about
the firet redustion in wages and salaries,
so that they can follow euit in regard
to private employment.

Hon. J. Mitchell : You are not justified
in gaying that.

The PREMIER : They are not
justified in doing that. What then is
the position ? We have raduced the
working hours in the railway aservice
from 48 to 44 & week with one object in
view and that is to retain in the service
the men now in it, or as many as possible,
rather than that we should lose their
serviees and rather than that they
ghould lose their wages, If it is not a
fair proposition to ask the whole of the
railway service to loge four hours & week
rather than that 20 per cent. of the men
gshowld lose the whole of their employ-
ment, I want to know what is fair.

Mr. Smith : What about the Kalgoor-
lie meeting ¥ ‘

The PREMIER : I do not care where
the protest comes from, whether from
Kalgoorlie or elsewhere, the man who is
opposed to the 44 hours’ week, as
sgainst the propasal to reduce wages or
hands, is neither patriotic to himself
nor to his fellow-eraployees in the service.

Mr. Smith: The Kalgoorlie branch
of the AL.F. did not think so.

The PREMIER : I do not care what
they aaid ; I do not think they under-
stand the position. A number of them
appear to be following the Press—the
Sunday Times, the Daily News and the
West Australian—and taking their in-
formation from thie ourees which is not
very correct. The member for Pert™

You succeeded in doing
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asserted that my financiel statement
was rather doleful, but I say it was not
as doleful as it might have been in the
circumstances existing, and I ask him
$0 read it again and point out a statement
which was doleful in the sense in which
he applied the term. I would be ex-
ceodingly pleased if I could feel in my
heart that we had reached bottom, but
we have not done so.

Mr. Smith: Not by & long way.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
admits thet and yet he talks about the
doleful note in my statement. No one
knows this fact better than he and Min-
isters of the Crown, and I hope it will
be appreciated as we proceed, but we are
determined on one thing, namely that
no power will force the Government to
introduce & scheme for the reduction of
wages and salaries to help outside indus-
tries to roduce wages, salaries and working
sosta,

Mr. Nairn: No one asked you to, or
suggestoed it.

The PREMIER : No, but [et me tell
the hon. member that the Liberal League
in this State is financed principally by
the members of the Employers’ Federa.
tion.

Mr. Nairn:
that.

The PREMIER : No, they just took
the hon. member in ; he is a rank and
filer and i3 not consulted in these mat-
ters. I repeat for his information that
the Liberal orgenisation is financed
principally by the Employers’ Feder-
ation.

Mr. Nairn: I know nothing of the
kind.

The PREMIER : I am telling the hon.
member.

Mr. Robinson : It is not correct.

Hon. J. Mitchell : Of course not.,

Mr. Foley: The hon. member for
Canning is a member of Packer’'s Union.

The PREMIfER : The hon. membar
sayp it har never been suggested that
wages and salaries should be reduced.

Mr. Nairn: I aaid from this side of
the House and you have no right to
assert that it has been asked.

The PREMIER : The hon. member
depends largely on the attitude adopted

I know nothing about
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in another place towards measures in-
troduced by the Government to keep
the flag flying.

Mr. Nairn : Members of this Chamber
have not said so.

The PREMIER: Officiels of the
Liberal orgenisativn have in another
place definitely stated that they were in
favour of a reduction of wages and
salaries at this juncture.

Mr. Bolton: So did the leader of the
Opposition.

The PREMIER : 1 say the prinsipal
support of the Liberal orgenisation
comes irom the Employers' Federation.

Mr. Robinson : Nonsense !

The PREMIER : The Employers’
Federation sent delegates to a confer-
enee &t which the Australian Labour
Federation was represented. The con.
ference took place in this building in
the presence of the Food Commission
end I was present by the courtesy of
each. We were considering ways and
means to meet the position so far as
our industries were affected, and the
Employers’ Federation delegates said
the only method of getting over the
present crisis was to suspend all awards
and agreements, set aside the Arbi-
tration Act for the time being and allow
the employer and employee individually
to fix up their own arrangements for
the future. I want the hon. member
to take his share of the responsibility
for our present and future action. I
want to agsk him if he favours that pro-
posal.

Mr. Nairn: I do not represent em-
ployers any more than you do.

The PREMIER : 1 know the hon,
member represents & definite constitu-
ency but he is & member of an organis.
ation which exists primarily because
of the support of the Employers’ Feder-
ation.

+Mr. Neirn: If you repeat that you
will be repeating what you know to be
wrong.

The PREMIERK : I say it is correct.

Mr. Nairn : I say it is incorrect and you
ought to be ashamed of yourself,
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The PREMIER : I am never ashamed
of the truth ; the hon. member apparant-
ly is.

Mr. Nairn :
if you saw it.

The PREMIER : That is the truth
and it cannot be denied.

‘Mr. Nairn: I do deny it.

+The PREMIER : The hon. member
is mercly a rank and filer and has not
beon taken into the confidence of the
league. I want to enlighten him and
to let him know just where he stands.
When he supported preference to
unionists we did not put him outside,
end now that he is in the Liberal organ-
isation he ought to get & full knowledge
of their operations as well

Mr. Nairn: That statement is wrong.

Mr. Robinson : Drop personalities and
stick to the Budget.

The PREMIER. : The present time is
net one when we should unduly inter-
fere with the conditions prevailing in
the verious industries. If there is not
sufficient work to keep all hands going
in the different induatries and in the
Government. service, we should divide
that which is available as equally as
possible.  We are paying every man
in the railway service at the same rato
as previously for every hour he works.
There has not heen a raduction of &
single penny.

Mr. Foley: And he is earning more
now than under the Liberal Government.

The PREMIER : Yes, with four hours
lesz work per week he iB earning more
now than at the time the Liberal Gov-
ernment went out of Office. That
brings me to the question of the eivil ser-
vice. I think it has been unfairly
stated that I made a bhitter attack upon
the civil servants. When I introduced
ny financial statement I made reference
to the decisions of the appeal court,
which sat to deal with the appoals, and
asgerted that the time was not ripe
whon we were entitled to pay the in-
creases which had been granted to datco
back to 30th June, 1911. T never said
that we would repudiate that payment,
I assert that we cannot legally repudiate
it. What I have done is this. X have
submitted the matter to Parlisment on

You would not know it
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the distinet understanding that sq far
as we, &8 & Government are concerned,.
we econsider that these public servants
are not entitled to receive these increases
at this present juncture. The State
i not in & position to pay these in-
cresses just now. In one case that T
know of this increase represents an
amount of £125. When, however, we
reach altered conditions, irrespective of
what the state of our finances may be,
I eay that the State is legally and moral-
ly bound—bound in’every way—to pay
these increases.

Mr. Willmott : Right from the jump ?

The PREMIER : Yes. Wea will not
repudiate & single penny. I made that
statement by way of interjection when
the hon, member for Irwin {Mr, James
Gardiner) was speaking on the financial
position. I said that our hands were
tied as a Government in so far as our
dealing with the public gervice was c¢on-
cerned. I repeat that statement now.
I know of my own knowledge of men in
the (tovernment service who have been
retained in their positions for the roason
that the permanent heads have not had
the courage to denounce them, to lay
s charge against ~ them, and have an
inquiry held. Why * One permanent
head was overheard to say ‘' Look at
the position I am placing myself in.
Under the provisions of the Public Ser-
vice Act I have to bring this man into
the criminal dock and attend the court
when he is prosecuted. 1 do not pro-
pose to do it.”  What is done outside
the public service * Take the case of
the mine managers, who are paid huge
salaries to control the mines. Take the
cage of DMr. Hamilton. Does Mr.
Hamilton stand st the shoulders of his
men and wateh over them to see that
they do a fair day’s work ? No! He
cmpleys an underground 1nanager, but
oven that underground manager does
not stand over the men. He in turn,
appoints & shift boss, who is placed there
to see that the men are doing their fair
shara of work and are not shirking. If
a man does not do his work the shift
bosg is empowered to dismiss him with-
out further inquiry. The rman who is
dismissed cannot go along to Mr. Harnil-
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ton and get him to 'reinstate him.
Neither can he go along to the Suprems
Court or someone else and be reinstated.
He cannot do that. But what is the
position in our case 7 We have to go
through all that procedure here. Woe
appoint our permanent heads to control
the departments, but they cannot control
them because their hands are tied in
the same way that the hands of the
Government are tied.

+Hon. J. Mitchell : They can.

+The PREMIER : They could, but the
conditions have now changed. When
the hon. member was in charge of e
department half the departments were
made up of temporary employees—his
friends. Temporary employees can al-
ways be dismissed, and I do not regret
any that we as a Government have ra-
tired. I assert that under the existing
conditions it iz the bounden duty of
every permanent head and every sub-
head of a depsrtment to cerefully and
closely scrutinise the sedministration of
his department or sub-department. That
is essential. If he does not do this, the
directors of the State—the Ministry—
should be able to sack that permsnent
head or sub-head for neglect of duty.
But can we do that ?

Hon. J. Mitchell :
do it.

The PREMIER. : When the hon. mem-
ber was in office that could be done. At
that time he was surrounded by his own
personal friends. He even employed
men to write him up—men who were
already drawing their wages from the
newspapers that employed them.

Mr. Robinson : Get on with the Esti-
mates and leave out personalities.

The PREMIER : I am giving you the
true position.

Hon. J. Mitchell :
word of truth in it.

The PREMIER : The hon. member for
Irwin (Mr. James Gardiner) has referred
to the cost of the service. It has been
said that there is & considerable increase
in the cost of this service. Acting
under ingtructions from the Government
the Public Service Commissioner has gone
into the question, snd has submitted a
menorandum which will be printed

Of couree vou can

There it not a
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and distributed smongst merbers.
atates—

Public attention has been drawn
to the fact that for the 12 months
ending 30th June, 1911, the salaries
paid to the permanent and temporary
employees employed under the Pub.
lic Service Act amounted to £321,923
(permanent £258,769, temporary,
£69,154), compared with £386,238
expended for the 12 months ending
30th June, 1914 (permanent £355,236,
temperary £31,002)-—an increase of
£64,315.

There is the difference.  When the hou.
member was in charge of a department
and his Government were in power, they
spent £252,000 on permanent employees
and practically £70,000 on temporary
employees.  Last year we spent only
£31,000, or more than 50 per cent. lass.

Hon. J. Mitchell : Because you would
not obey the order of the court. +

The PREMIER : In my opinion the
action of the Government has soured
some of the permanent heads and some
of the sub-heads of the departments as
well.  When we took office, we recog-
nised the fact that a number of men
temporerily employed in the Govern-
ment departments had heen put there
either hy the permanent head or sub-
head of the particular department con.
cerned, or by the Minister. This was
not done bhecause it was necessary
that the temporary employes should do
any particular work or that he was
suited for that particular work, or be-
cause the work was essential, but be-
cause it was necessary to find him some-
thing to do. The appointment of tem-
porary employees was under the con-
trol of Ministers without any interfer-
ente on the part of enyone. We have
now altered all that by providing regu-
lations for the appointinent of temporary
civil servants, in the same way as regu-
lations have been provided in connec-
tion with the appointment of permanent
men. We have also provided that,
in case of vacancies in the publie service
for temporary hands, the matter should
be submitted to the Public SBervice Com-
missioner, who would then select the

He
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most suitable person from those who
apply for the office and also keep a regis-
ter of the applicants. That natursily
soured some of those who were in the
departments in the time of our friends
opposite, and who were in the habit of
appointing some friend and finding him
work to do that it was not necessary
should be done.

Hon. J. Mitchell :
register.

The PREMIER: The memorandum
of the Public Service Commissioner con-
tinues— ’

On the 30th June, 1914, the follow-

ing businesses or depariments had been

extended or brought under the Public

Service Act gince 30th June, 1911,

and they are sccountable for part of

the £64,315—Goldfislds Water Supply

Administration £9,526 ; State hotels,

£1,092 ; Workers Homes, £2,388;

State Implement Works, £1,224 ; Seed

Whest Board, £576; State Children,

£848 ; Batteries, £1,206; Woods and

Forests (rangers) £3,384 ; [Fisheries,

+{Mr. Aldrich and edditional inspectors}

+£1,380; London Agency, £360;

Savings Bank additional stafi, con-

sequent on additional public facili-

+ties, £2,249 ; Additional staff at head
offices of departments, Audit and

Stores, owing to extra work entailed

by some of the itemns above. and State

timber, steamships, butcheries, dairy,
brickfields, ferries. and land clearing,
say twelve men, attached to the Colon-
inl Secretary, Public Works, Agricul-
ture, Audit and Stores, at an average
of £180 each (this itemn isn estimated)
£2,160 ; Total, £26,483, including 128
persons.
So that £26,483 is due to certain depart-
ments being brought under the Public
Service Act which were not under it in
1911. Tha Commissioner continues—

The swm of £26,483 of the £64,315

is therefore accounted for, the balance

loft being £37,832. The actual officers
ornployed under the Public Service Act

who were employed on 30th June, 1911,

and whose salaries formed part of the

£321,923, were receiving salaries on
30th June, 1911, amounting in the
aggregate to £25,825 in excess of the

We always had &
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amount they were receiving at the

former date.

"This former date was 30th June, 1911,

Hon. J. Mitchell: How do you got
that *

Mr. Willwtt : T know of cases where
they were working on the minimum-—
some of them for 13 years.

The PREMIER : They could not get
on to their minimum under my friends
vpposite. [ can prove that; yet they
talk now about giving effect to the
classification, while under their admin-
istration scores of officers did not reach
the minimum, much less above it, until
they had waited for years. So that
£25,000 have been received by the
same persons af in 1911 in excess of the
salaries they were then receiving. Io
our friends opposite want us to reduce
that £25,000 and bring the officers back
to the salaries they formerly received ¢

Hon. J. Mitchel}: No.

The PREMIER: No; I know you
don’t. You are only making an outery
against the Government—

This therefore accounts for £25,825
of the £37,832, and if deducted leaves

@ balance of £12,007. 'This balance of

£12,007 represents nat only new staff

taken on during a period of three
years, but all increments pranted,
bringing them up to their present
salaries. They are mostly junior ofii-
cers.  The period of which the £12,007
relates, viz., between June 30th, 1911,
and June 30, 1914, was one of expan-
sion and enterprise, prior to either
the war or crop failure, when all of
tha public departments were called
to increased activity-——-
Thet is a magnificent tribute to the
Labour Government.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Whose report is
that ?

The PREMIER : The Public Service
Commissioner’s ; it is & public report——

This fact, taken in conjunction with
the head office requirements of new
undertakings, naturally caused an all-
round expansion in andit, atores,
accounts, correspondence, record work,
ete., and the guestion with which the

+Public Service Commissioner] js faced
is whether £12,007—not £84,615—is
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reasonable. Now as regards the pre-

gent moment, a compsrison between

the present condition of affairs and

those existing on June 30, 1911,

does not show that there exists at the

present moment a great inflation of
staff employed under the Public Ser-
vite Act.

Hon. J. Mitchell : No one is attacking
the Public Service.

The PREMIER : That is signed by
Mr. Jull, the Public Service Commis-
sioner. The hon. member says he did
not attack the public service ; but his
leader asserted we were not treating
the public service fairly because we
acked them to defer the payment of
increases dating back to 1911, and that
hon. members asserted that the cost of
public departments hed increased en-
ormously—I think he was referring to
the past ten years. I am trying to
show that during the last three years
at any rate there has not been undue
increase on the cost of administration
of the various departments. In fact, it
is & wonder to me that the Public Service
Commissioner has been able to keep the
additional cost of administration so low
as £12,000. .

Mr. Willmott : That is because he had
a deputy Commissioner to help him.
You want {wo more comunissioners. The
deputy commissioner was & good one.

The PREMIER: I believe that is
right. 1 may also mention in connection
with this question of payments to the
public service that the increases granted
by the appeal board, dating back to 1911,
involve hack payments to the amount of
something like £4,000. ‘The support of
this payment given hy the leader of the
Opposition is amusing to say the least
I guestion whether he is sincere in his
attitude. Let me remind the House that
the Government with which he was
associated was in office at the time
the first classification was made. Did
his Government accept the classification
without question, as presented by the
Public Service Commissioner, and pay
the increases forthwith 7 Is it not a
fact that there was a regulation known
a6 1411 The hon. member for Nor-
tham (Mr. Mitchell) will know it very
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well. That regulation permitted exist-
ing salaries to be drawn in certain cases
in oxcess of the classification—it was
part of the classification, framed by the
classification board.

Member : Why not reinstate it ?

The PREMIER : Tt has been rein-
stated, and we are prepared to take
the responsibility for that action. That
regulation was part of the classifieation.
1t was known that some men might have
to suffer & decrease on classification and
that regulation was provided in order
to save those individuals who had
fairly and squarely taken positions
thinking it meant promotion and in-
creased payment. The classification is
s classification of the position and the
work, and it would be unfair to ask
such & man to accept a raduction on
classification ; consequently it was pro-
vided in this regulation that he could
continue to draw his then salary until
transferred to some other position in the
service in which his salary applied.

Member : Practically the same pro-
vision as in the Commonwealth service.

The PREMIER : What did the Govern-
ment of which the leader of the Opposi-
tion was the head do * In my opinion
they were as sincere then as they are now.
They found a reason why the regulation
should be applied ; discovered that it
was wltra vires, although it had been in
furce for years, and repealed it, which
meant that the men affected had to
suffer a reduction. They went further
than that. By repealing the regulation
they placed the responsibility for the
reductions un the Public Service Com-
missioner ; but what about the in-
creases ! 1t is w well known fact that
many public servants had to wait years
before the Government placed them on
the minimum fixed by the classification.
And yet we now have the members of
that Government telling us we ghould
immediately give effect to the clossi-
fication, that we are honourably, mor-
ally and legally bound to do so.

Hon. J. Mitchell : You gave an under-
taking.

The PREMIER : Was it not an under-
taking on the part of the Government
then. They were hound
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Member : But you are repudiating o
promise.

The PREMIER : We are not repud’
sting. We recognise we are legelly
bound to pay, and we will pay; but T
am telling the House that in our opinion
we are not justified in paying increases
dating back to 1911 at the present junc-
ture. and we want Parliament to sup-
port that attitude. I am not going to
detain the Homse on this question
further than to say that the publie
service of this State has not very much
to complain about. I know of no fer-
vice in any part of the world which
would be permitted to attack their
employers in the way civil servants
have done in recent months through
their journal, without receiving some-
thing by the way of answer from their
employer. No private employer would
permit his employees to treat him in
the way the eivil service throngh the
Journsl have treated the present Gov-
ernment. The member for Northam
{Mr. Mitchell) would not permit Iit,
neither would the member for Canning
(Mr. Robingon). I am not crying out
about it. But I want to state the
position. I asy the civil service have
not mueh to complain of. TUp to date,
except by a voluntary action of their
own, they heve not suffered through
the drought or the war ; they are sacure
in their positions ; if we retire them we
have to pay them e retiring allowance.
Moreover, some of them receive pey-
ment for service they have not rendered
to the State. I had a case the other
day when I was asked to give approval
to an application for sick leave I thought
I would have a look through the file to
see how much leave the man had had
since he had been in the service. He
had been in the service 18 years and
had had 8% weeks leave for which he
was paid. In 18 years therefore, nearly
10 per cent. of the period of his service
had been paid for without his rendering
any service to the State. Yet the civil
servico complain of the way they are
treated.

Momber : Was that sick leave ?

The PREMIER : Aund other leave—
«0ng service, recreation,
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Member : You do not expect & men
t0 work when he is sick.

The PREMIER : Of course not ; but
private employers do not pay men when
they are away from work.

Mr. Robingon: Oh, yes; they de.

The PREMIER: I have worked
pretty herd in my time, and under many
employers, and I never was paid in my
life for & single day when I was sick, nor
was I paid for a single holiday. There
may be other cases showing even a higher
percentage than that. I have not made
inquiries anywhere on the subject ; that
file merely came into my hands. Another
case also eams under my notice in which
the officer had been in the service nine
years and in that period had had leave
totalling 74 per cent. of his service,
and during that leave he had been paid
in fall.

Mr. Robinson :
tages'?

The PREMIER : I do not think they
are. I am not compleining about it ;
I arn not suggesting even that we should
alter it. I am pointing out that the
civil service have not very much to com- -
plain of, and that this Government has
improved their conditions during the
past three years. 1 will leave that
question¥ now, and refer to another
mentioned by the Leader of the Country
party. We have had eriticisms from
members of that party, and I will admit
that the criticisms of the member for
Greenough"(Mr. Cunningham) were fair.
Again, the member for Irwin (Mr. James
Gardiner), in my opinion, endeavoured to
be helpful to the Government. He
racognised,¥'as we all should recognise,
the present position® of this country.

+ Mr." Robinson : f So"do many others.

The' PREMIER : No!7T say thers are
not many others. The member for
Trwin was just and fair in his criticisam
of the financial administration of the
Government, and his aim was fo be
helpful. One matter to which that hon.
member drew attention was the sginking
fund provision in respect of the Joan
out of which the goldfields water scheme
was constructed. As hon. members are
aware, a sinking fund at the rate of 2
per cent, per annum is not needed in

Are those exceptional
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order to meet that loan at maturity.
The member for Irwin mentioned that
& sinking fund based on a rate of 3 per
cent, would more then meet the loan
when it fell due. Having made inquiry,
I learn that the rate cen be reduced
from 3 per cent. to 1} per cent., which
latter rate would allow of the accumula-
tion of funde adequate for meeting the
loan 8t maturity.

Mr. McDowall: I spoke on that
subject to the same effect four years
ago.

The PREMIER: No doubt; but
at that period the hon. member’s speeches
were not audible. However, it is my
opinion that even at this juncture we
should not be justiied in reducing
the sinking fund payment. Ti we were
entitled to reduce the sinking fund rate
for the goldfields water scheme loan
to merely what would meet that loan
at maturity, then wo should also be
entitled to increase the sinking fund
payments in respect of loans which
present percentages of sinking fund
will not so meet. Thus there is some-
thing to balance even what might be
termed. the excessive rate of sinking
fund payable as regards the goldfields
water scheme loan. Tt is certain that
the State is not accumulating sufficient
sinking fund to meet all ita loans at matar
ity ; and therefore, in my opinion, we should
not be justified in reducing any rate of
sinking fund that happens to have
been fixed too high for its particular
purpose. In any case, such a course
would be undesirable, and would prob-
ably be misunderstood by our bond-
holders, with comsequent serious damage
to the credit of Western Australia.

Mr. Robinson: You could not do it
excopt by converting the stock. -

The PREMIER : Yes; we should
have to convert the stock in order to
reduce the rate of sinking fund. The
only other point worthy of notice that
was raised by hon. members opposite
related to stores. The member for
Irwin (Mr. James Gardiner) said that
the quantity of stores held by the State
wag ¢reeping up, and becoming a very
heavy item, upon which, of courss,
the people have to pay interest. In
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the first instance, stores are paid for
by loan funds or trust funds. As they are
distributed to the various depertments,
their cost is debited against either loan
or revenue, according to the nature of
the work or purpose for which they are
utilised. The member for Irwin em-
phasised that the amount of money
represented by stores had been ereeping
up. But what has to be remembered
in this connection is that at the period
when the member for Irwin held the
Treasuryship there were no State trading
coneerys, whilst the Water Supply De-
partment was administered under s
spocial Aet, that department’s stores
not being then shown in the Govern-
ment's Stores aceount as is the ecase
to-day. All additional stores to which
I have referred are now held by the
Comptroller of Stores, and are charged
against the Government’s stores account.
The natural resuilt—a result intensified
by the expansion of the departments
since the days of the hon. member’s
Treasurership—was a large inerease in
the item of Government stores. That
result was, in fact, absolutely inevitable
unless the Government had decided to
adopt the suggestion that the mer-
chants of this State should be permitted
to carry stores, upon which we would
draw as we required them. The advice
which has been tendered me on that
suggestion is that we should frequently
find, when we want stocks, that the
merchants sre not carrying them. A
further objection urged is that, in ad-
dition to paying the merchants interest
on the cost of stores held by them, we
should have to meet a charge for atorage.
We are paying interest, it is true, on
the money represented by Government
stores ; but the rate is only 43 per
cent., at most,; whilst the merchants
would require anything from 6 to 8
per cent. Thus, under our present stores
system, we effect 8 saving of interest,
as woll rs saving practicslly all storegel
charges ; because, as hon. membersy
know, our stores are held on Crown
lands and in buildings owned by the
Government. Therefore it is considered
better to carry stores ourselvea than to
lot tho merchants carry them for us
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Again, the fact that numerous railways
are in course of construction or about
to be undertaken, necessarily Jeads to
heavy incremses in the Stores item,
because tho Government must carry
the nocessary rails and fastenings and
other materials rojuired. Indeed, I can
assure the Committee that the rise
shown by the Stores dehit is occasioned
principally by purchases of rails and
fastenings and of other matorial needed
to carry on publie works. I wish to
state that I have impressed on the
Comptroller of Stores in the Railway
Department as well as on Mr. Simpson
the urgont necessity for keeping stores
down to the absolute bedrock ; and both
gentlemen assure me that they are using
their best offorts towards that end,
more especially by avoiding indents for
such goods and material as can he pur-
chased locally.

Mr. E. B. Johnaton: There is the
question of the moratorium.

The PREMIER : I do not think it is
desirable that I should make any pro-
nouncerment on that matter at the
present staze. Ii action in the nature
of proclaiming a moratorium is to be
taken, it must be taken promptly,
without prior notice to the public. An
extremely probable result of declaring
that the Government intend to proclaim
& moratorium would be to provoke
that very difficulty which a moratorium
is designed to pravent. Wo do not wish
to stir creditors into action by the fear
of & moratorium. All I need say on
this point is that at present the Govern-
ment have no intention of putting the
moratorium legislation into effect. If we
should be compelled to do it, we shall do
it without saying anything Heforehand,
and so obviate unnecessary heart-burn-
ing and suffering. Returning to these
Estimates, I wish to express my well-
considered opinion that if ever there
was & discussion on the Tressurer’s
financiel statement that was, in the
main, devoid of enything in the nature
of really helpful eriticism, it is the
discussion now closing. At the time
when everybody is urging that all party
feeling should he.put aside, especially
on the questionYof public finance, that
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everyone should spring to the assistance
of the Treasurer and try to show him
how the State’s financial position may
be improved, the debate on the financial
gtatement is marked by displays of the
bitterest of party feeling.

Mr. Harrison : Do not you think that
the public offices should be modernised ?
Would not thet result in savings ?

The PREMIER :  Yes; that is fully
appreciated by the Government. With
the offices situated as they are at present
—rehbit werrans all over the place—
how is it possible to control the work of
public servents effectively ¥ One Min-
ister, in charge of a single department,
may be responsible for the working of
hali a dezen offices distributed over
various parts of the City. Under such
conditions, how can the Minister oxer.
cise the needful supervision? How-
aver, it is the intention of the Govern.
ment to Bet about the erection of new
offices on modarn plans. The site select-
ed is that of the old police court. Plans
have bheen dvawn, and specifications
ara being prepared ; and we hope to
make a commencement within, com-
paratively, & fow weeks. When those
offices have been completed, departments
which, as I say, ara at present scattered
about, or housed in rebbit warrens, will
be properly accommodated, under one
roof, and effectively supervised.

Mr. Harrison : Conld not you save a
good deal by doing sway with the cir-
cumlocution that goes on ?

The PREMIER : We have the matter
of erection of now public offices actively
in hand at the present time,

Mr. Harrison: 1 thought something
might bhe done in that direction wlile
the departments are not working under
pressure.

The PREMIER : Something with re-
gard to the administration of the de-
partmenis ?

Mr. Harrison: Yes; while the new
offices are being put up. In the mean-
time, modernise the methods employed
in the Government offices.

The PREMIER: Thet cannot pos-
sibly be done until new offices have
actuslly been erected. TUnder existing
conditions, no one walking casuelly into
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s department could tell whether any
perticular officer wes properly applying
himself to his duties—nnt even if hé
stood et the officer’s shoulder all day
long. And then there ero certain classes
of officers whose work it is very difficult
to geuge. No men without technical
knowledge could tell whether, for ex-
ample, a draftaman was doing his duty
by the State. At preseut, the doing of
one’s duty is, for public servants, al-
most entirely & matter of fair conseience.
They are poked away in little rooms,
mostly, and this circumstance renders
continuous supervision impracticable.
What we want to do is to modernise
our office accommodation, and there
upon to set about the meking of econo-
mies. Onece we do stert, we will con-
tinue until we are satisfied that the
Public Service is being conducted en-
tirely in the best interests of the com.
munity es e whole. However, I wish to
say once egein that the criticisms which
heve been uttered upon these Estimetes
have, with but few exceptions, failed
to prove helpful to myself as Treasurer.
There are metters which I might bring
forwerd in refutation of much of the
adverse criticisrn to which 1 have been
subjected ; but in the interests of the
State of Western Australia and of the
British Empire I decline to advance
certain fecte within my knowledge. 1
prefer to bear my burden. The Gov-
ernment are faced with difficulties which,
in the absence of a knowledge of the
full fects, hon. members eannot pos-
gibly appreciate. In conclusion, I may
be permitted to express the hope that
& return of normal good harvests, a re-
eovery of the pastoral areas, and a
revival in industry generally will speedily
bring back prosperity and well-being
to the State and the people of Western
Australia. N

General debate concluded ; Votes and
Ttemns discussed as follow :—

Votes— Hiz Excellency the Gorernor,
£1,760 ; Executive Council. £50; Lrgis-
lative Council, £369— agreed 10.

Vote— Legislative Assembly, £1,900:

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11-32 p.m.
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ABSENCE OF PRESIDENT.

The Clerk reported the absence of the
President {Hon. H. Briggs) owing to ill-
health,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central) [+30]: We all
deeply rezret the illness of the Presi-
dent, and we hope it will not be long be-
fore he is reslored te us. I move—

That the Hon, W. Kingsmill, Chair-
man of Commitiees, lake the Chair as
deting President of the Council pend-
ing the return of the flon. II, Briggs.
Question passed.

The DEFUTY PRESIDENT (Hon.
\W. Kingsmill} as Acling President took
the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE,
MONEY BILLS PROCEDURE.

On motion by Hen. D. G. GAWLER,
the time for bringing up the Committee's
report exiended to Tuesday, the 23rd
TFebruary.

BILL—DIVIDEXD DUTIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Report slage, elcetera,

Report of Committee adopted.
Bill read a ihird time and passed.

BILL—LUNACY ACT AMENDMENT.
Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly having
been received notifying that it had dis-
agreed to the Council's modification of



