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Trhe SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pan., and read prayers.

QUESTION - EDUCATION, HEAD
TEACHERS AIND ASSiSTANTS.

Mr. ALLEN (for Mlr. Smith) asked the
Mlinister for Education: Will be lay on
the Table of the House a return, showing
the names of the 59 head teachers and 56
assistants who were notified of their
transfers prior to the vacation?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
replied: I regret that the list compiled
was not correct. The clerk batrnsted
with the compilation of such lists, included
transfers arranged before the beginning
of the holidays, although in some cases
the notifications did not go out until a
few days later. The first day of the holi-
days was Saturday, December 19th.
Notices of transfer were sent on or be-
fore December 17th to 42 head teachers
and 23 assistants. On December 109tb
notices were despatched to one bead
teacher and nine assistants. On -Monday,
December 21st, notices were despatched
to one hlead teacher and 10 assistants. On
December 22nd notices were despatched
to 13 head teachers- and 14 assistants. On
December 23rd notices, were despatched
to two bead teachers. A return of all
the names concerned is attached.

The 'Minister laid the papers on the
Table.

QUESTION - RAILWAY REVENUE,
BEVERLIEY, I3ROOKTON, AND
PINGELLY.

11r. HiC1tMOTT asked the Premier:
What was the railway revenue earned for
the last two years at Beverley, Brookton,
and Pingelly-7

The PREMIER replied: The total
earnings (i.e., station debits) for the last
two years are as, follow: -Beverley,
£12,005; Eruokloii, £18,870 (this it3-
CIRdeS freiglit,. oil railway constroction
material) ; Pigellyv, X14,630. This in-
formation is published on pages 78/9 of
the annual report for year ended .3001
June last.

SELETjf'CT COMVITTEE. WHALTNQ
LICENSE.

On motion by Mr. HOLMAAN the time
for bringing Lip the Committee's report
was extended for a week.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Attorne :y General: 1, Return
showing nolifications of transfer to
school teachers. 2. Papers re pros-eentiou
of Joyce BFus. I ordered on motion by
Mr. Bolton). .3, Return of hlead andl
asislani teachers notified of transfer
Prior to the vacation.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

.Messag~e from the Glovernor received
and read notifying assePnt to the follow-
ing Bills:-

1, Licensing Act Amendment Con-
tinuance.

2, Stamp Act Amendment.
3, Postponement of Debts Act Amend-

yoent.
4, Fsperance 'Northwards Railwav.

B3ItL-lIhUS.TRWES ASSIST-
ANCE.

Ceuncil' Message--Mony Bil4
Procedrre.

Mfessage fromt the Legislative Council
that it repeats; its request for amend-
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merit of No. 9, and requests concurrence
in further modifications of Nos. I and 10,
now considered.

In Committee.
Air. Holman in the Chair ; the Minister~

for Lands in charge of the Bill.
The CHAIRMAN : In consequence of

a ruling given by His Honour the
Speaker in connection with an insisted
requests en amendments to a mnoney
Bill, it is not my intention to ask the
Committee to deal with these amend-
ments until I have reported the matter
to the Speaker. I will therefore now
leave the Chair to report to His Honour
the Speaker.

The Speaker took the chair.

The CHAIRMAN : I desire to report,
Mr.. Speaker, that in consequence of the
ruling which you gave the other evening
I did not ask the Coammittee to deal with
these amendments until I had reported
the matter to you.

Mr. SPEAKER: The matter which
has been reported to me came uinder
my notice when the Message was brought
to this House last evening. I would
have made some remarks then but f or
the fact that a number of amendments
were moodified and therefore not pressed
in the usual acceptation of the term.
In regard to one ameondment, however,
the Legislative Council repeats its re-
quest. The word " repeat," is only an
evasion of terms, because to repeat an
amendment means that its acceptance
is insisted upon. Therefore, I rule, in
accordance with previous rulings, that
the Legislative Council has no right to
insist upon an amendment to a Money
Bill. 1 shall leave it to the House to
take wrhatever action it may think
desirable. I have on previous occas-
ions left such mat ters to the discretion
of the House, and I intend to do so on
this occasion.

The M'IISTER FOR LAJNDS : I
am not prepared to take the respon-
sibility of asking the Chamber to fore-
go any of its rights and privileges as I
hold the opinion very strongly that we
have already foregone themn too often.

As a matter of fact another place has
already expressed the opinion that we
have not insisted very often, and con-
sequently they have regarded it as
their right to insist. But I do not
think this Chamber can safely forego
its rights in regard to such a Bill as this
in the future. This Chamber, having
disagreed to the amendment previously
sent to us, the other Chamber might
have modified it, but having neglected
to do that and having insisted iupon its
being accepted, the position is one
which this Chamber cannot take into
consideration. In this particular Bill
the Legislative Council have modified
previous amendments and these are of
such a nature that we can take them
into consideration and we can deal with
these at a later stage. In one par-
ticular casae, however, it is not a modi-
fication, but an insistence upon the
amendment which they previously sent
to us. I think I might move in the
direction of sending a Message to the
Legislative Council to the effect that
Assembly acquaints them that there is
a difficulty in the way of considering
their Message in which a request is press-
ed and that the Assembly requests the
Council to further consider the Message
transmitted by them. I do not know
whether we should limit it to this one
amendment and then deal -with the
modifications, or return the whole mes-
sage.

Mr. SPEAKER:. The modified re-
quests of the Council's Message are not
pressed requests and I think they are
open to discussion by this House at any
time. The exception I take is only in
respect to one paragraph in the message
which states that the Council repeats
its request for amendment No. 9. That
in substance is the same amendment
which was sent to this Chamber on the
previous occasion.

Mr. Bolton; I thin~k it would be better
if the whole Message 'were sent back
to the other place rathert'.han discuss
a portion of it.

The MINISTER FOR LA'NDS:. I
move-

That the following Message be sent
to tMe Legislative Council :-Ths Legis-
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latys Assembly acquaints the Legis-
lative Council that there is a difflkulty
in the way os' the consideration by the
Assembly of the Council's mnessage in
which a request is pressed. The Legis-
lative Assembly therejore requests the
Legislative Council to further consider
paragraph 2, amendment No. 9 of the
Message transmitted by them in regard
to the Industries Bill.

Mr. SPEiAKER; I have ruled that
the modified amendments can be dis-
cussed, but if the motion which has
been moved by the Minister to? Lands
is carried the whole Message can be sent
back. I think no exception is taken
to the modified amendments, the only
exception taken is in respect to para-
graph 2 dealing with amendmnent No. 9.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If
we send back the whole Message there
will be a difficulty in connection with
the modifications and I would like in
the same message to point out a diffi-
culty in connection with one of the
amendments which has been modified.
We may as well have the two matters
considered by another place at the
sameo time. On the Notice Paper hon.
members will see that the Legislative
Council propose to strike out "Decem-.
ber, 1915," and to insert " MarchP 1916. "
and then the amendment with the
modification will read-" Provided that
no commodity shall be supplied or
money advanced under this Act after
31st March, 1916." The difficulty is
that putting in that proviso after para-
graph (d) of Clause 9 the Legislative
Council are inserting a proviso in a clause
which will limit that clause. That is
absolutely wrong.

'Mr. Hudson: Do you mean wrong

0onatitut ionally ?
The 311UNISTER FOR LANDS: I1

do not see how it can be put in correctly
because we are trying by the proviso
in the clause to limit the operations of
the measure, whereas the proviso should
be at the end of the measure dealing
with the whole of it.

Hon. Frank Wilson : Cannot that be
explained by the Minister in charge in
another place?7

The MINSTER FOR LANDS:- I
am in the position to knew that the
Minister did explain it in another place
and members there did not seem to
take the slightest notice of it. I was
wondering whether we should strike
out " Act " and put in " Section " and
then it would as it should limit the
operation of the advances to that
clause.

Mr. Hudson; Then you will be deal-
ing with the Message.

The MINISTER FOR LAND)S. We
would be passing a measure which would
be absolutely misleading to the public
and to the administrators of it because
we would have to turn to Clause 9 to
find out the limitations of the measure.

Mr. SPEAKERR: It is within the
province of the Cozruittbe of the House
to discuss the modified amendments now
if the House so desires. and it is equally
within the province of the House to send
the whole message back. Though ex-
ception can be taken only to the one
amendment which is repeated or pressed.
I suggest, if it meets with the approval
of the House, that a motion of this
character be submitted-" That the Corn-
mittee have leave to consider paragraph
3 of the Legislative Council's message
No. 29, but not paragraph 2." The
Committee on coming to paragraph 2
can report to the House, and a motion
of this character can be sent to another
place in respect of paragraph 2.

The Minister for Lands:, What would
happen in regard to the modifications ?
If we deal with the modifications can
we transmit them by the same message ?

Mr. SPEAKER:- The Committee will
report, and the Minister can frame the
Message accordingly.N

The MiUMSTER FOR LANDS: -I
mnove-

That the Committee have permission
to consider paragraph S of the Legis-
lativ CouftCil's Message 29, but not
paragraph 2.
Aft. TAYLOR:- The motion indicates

that we are to deal with only a port ion of
the Message. That is a procedure which
has never been adopted sinco I have been
in the Chamber. The reason, I am
saisfied, is to secure the passage of
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this Bill if possible, and the House is
prepared to forego its privileges again
to save the Bill, but if paragraph 2
be of such importance that the Minister
will not accept the conditions submitted
by another place -

Mr. Bolton:- It is a question of press-
ing amendments.

Mr. TAYLOR : If another plae presses
paragraph 2 and we will not accept it,
the Bill will be lost. It would be un-
wise for this Chamber to take up its
time discussing the portion of the
Message indicated, when we know the
vital point is in paragraph 2. It would
be wiser on the part of the House to
return the full Message, and then an-
other place would have an opportunity
to maintain its position or recede from
it-

Mr. Bolton: What about their modi.
fled amendments then ?

Mr. Hudson: They could return them
in a proper Message.

, Ron. FRANK WILSON: I am ixn-
clined to agree with the hon. member
for Mount Margaret that we should
either waive our rights and consider
the whole Message, in view of the
extreme urgency of the legislation
and in view of the fact that we have
already appointed a joint select corm-
mnittee to overcome these difficulties
in the future- ,

The Premier: The member for Mount
Margaret did not suggest that we should
waive our rights.

Ron. FRANK WILSON: Or we
could send the Message back in its
entirety. I do not think we shall he
doing right if we consider a portion of
the Message. The fact of taking any
portion of a Message into consideration
will be tantamount to considering the
Message, and we should take a stand
one way or the other. I do not see
that there can be any difficulty in the
way of the Minister getting his views
put before another place by his col-
league there.

~The Premier: We did that.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: We do not

know that officially. The position could
be so clearly placed before the Council
that they might fall in with the sug-

gestion, and then on the Message being
returned we could consider the whole
of it.

Mdr. HUDSON - The whole of the
Message should be returned to the
Council as being bad. It is a
violation of the rights and privileges
of this Chamber, and we should maintain
those rights and privileges. I ask your
ruling, Sir, on the question if we
reject the proposal of the Minister,
what will be cur position ?

MUr. SPEAKER: Any further motion
desired can be moved.

The Minister for Lands: I desire
to make an explanation.

Mir. SPEAKER: The Minister can
reply, but h-is reply will close the debate.

The Minister for Lands -. It may
be too late if I do not make the explan-
ation 4oW.

Mr. HOLMAN: I1 consider that the
Message should be returned to another
place before being dealt with. Had it
come forward with amendment No. 1
placed on top, I would not have boon
able to take notice of No. 2 until we
had dealt with the first, and then I
would have considered it my duty
to report to His Honour the Speaker,
in accordance with the rulings which
have been given, but, seeing that
the other portion of the Message occurs
first, we would be justified in referring
the whole of the Message back before
dealing with any portion of it. I
think this will be the best course to
adupt.

Mir. SPEAKER: With the permission
of the House I will allow the MiNnister
for Lands to make an explanation. 'The
matter is deserving of full consideration,
and requires to be cleared up.

The MILNISTER FOR LANflS; I
realise that it would be in the best
interests of this Chamber to send back
the whole of the Message but I have
already asked for the ruling of His
Honour the Speaker as to whether
we cannot deal with a modification.
I want to amend the modification.
His Honour the Speaker has given a
ruling, and the member for Mt.
Margaret has misconstrued what has
happened. I asked the Speaker's ruling
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as to whether we could consider the
modifications so as to put that right.
and in the one Message get the modi-
fication put right, and include the other
point regarding the interference with
our rights and privileges.

Mr. Hudson : Wouldznot you be
dealing with the Message Y

The MINISTER FOR LANDS . With
a portion of it.,

Mr. Hudson: - 1That is what I object
to.

The MINISTER FOIL LANDS: If
we deal with a modified aradmuent we
are not prejudicing the rights and
privileges of this Chamber. It is only
proper to deal with a modification.

Mr,. Hudson: We would be dealing
with a bad Message.

The INISTER FOR LAINDS: If
we adopt the course suggested by the
member for 'Mt. Margaret and the
Leader of the Opposition we should
have to send this Message back. On
rec.4iving another Message we should have
to deal with the modifications and then
return that Message. I wanted to get
the whole thing fixed up in one Message.
We are liable to get mixed up, and
possibly in the confusion the Bill will
be lost. 1 can see that membersi are
not anxious to consider the matter in
this higi~ti. I would rather send up half
a dozen Messages than to allow the
position to become so complicated as to
jeopardise the Bill. In th e circums tances
I ask leave to withdraw tE11 motion.

Hon. Frank Wilson:- What motion
will you submit in lieu?2

The MI-NISTER FOR LANDS:
will submit the original motion in regard
to paragraph 2 and ask that the whole
Message be sent back. Then we can
deal with paragraph 2, and we shalh have
to go into Committee and deal with
the modifications and send them back.

Mr. Hudson:- We should have to do
that in any case.

The AM7iSTER FOR LANDS: I
will not argue the point.

Motion by leav withdrawn.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS:

move-
That the Leg isiaive Assembly ac-

quainta the Legislaive Council that there

is a difficly itt the way of the on-
siderat ion by the Assembly of a message
in which a request is pressed. The
Assembly therefore requests that rho
Council do further consider the message
transmitted to the Assembly in regard
to the Inidustries Assistance Bill.
Mr. SPEAKER: 1 want to take

the opportunity to correct the im-
pression which several unembors. hare
that the acceptance or consideration of a
modified amendment is a breach of the
privileges of this House. 1 have gone
into the matter maost. carefully, becaume
it came under mny notice last night, and
I had doubts as to dealing with the
Message, but I find that a modified.
amendment can be accepted at any
time, because it is net in oubstance the
amendment previously sent down.
Therefore the consideration of a modified
amendment is not a violation of the
privileges of this House, but the dis-
cussion of a pressed amendment would
be a violation of the privileges of this
House. I make this statement that
hon. members may appreciate the dis-
tinction between the two.

Mr. Taylor: The modified amendment
and the request are contained in the one
Message ; that is the point.

Mr. SPEAKER: That has no bearing
whatever on the matter.

Question put and passed, and a
Message accordingly returned to .-the
Council.

II-LUNACX' ACT AMENDMENT.
Council's Mlessage.

Message from the Council notify-
ing that it did not insist on amend-
meat No. 4, but insisted. on its modifi-
cation of the Assembly's ameacnenot
-No. 6, subject to a further modification
in which it desired the concurrence of
the Assembly now considered.

In Committee.
31r. Holmnan in the Chair ; Hon. IR.

H, Underwood (Hlonorary Mfinister) in
charge of the Bill.

No. 6: At the end of new Clause 7
(as modified by the cotuncil) aid the'
words "or a member of the Aus~ralian
Trained Nurses' Association."
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Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: The
only question we have to deal with
iB the amendment to the original
amendment moved in this House
by the member for North Perth (Mr
Smith) providing that we should add
another visitor to the Hospital for the
Insane and that that extra visitor should
be a female. To this amendment the
Legislative Council endeavoured to add
the words " Who shall be a medical
practitioner" and this House declined
to agree to that amendment. The
Legislative Council now suggests that
we should add the words " or a member
of the Australian Trained Nurses' Asso-
ciation. In appointing a visitor for the
insane it is not necessary to -restrict
such visitors to nurses. It is quitie
possible that seone women in Western
Australia would make better visitors
than some of the nurses would.

TMr. Foley: Only some of them.
Hen. R. H. UNDERWOOD: Only

some of thorn. I amn of opinion that
there are as able women odtside the
Nurses' Association for this purpose
as there are inside it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It is just as
well to have practical experience if you
Can get it.

Hon. 1A. H. UNDERWOOD: Why
bar the others ? 'They do not go
there to exaine patientm. Even if
nurses did go with that object they
are not trained in lunacy. we
know that the best doctors we have
know very little mere than a layman
about lunacy. wvhich requires special
training on the part of medical men.
The object of having a visitor is to see
s far as possible that no patients are.

kept there who should be outside, that
the patientis are being wvell treated, and
that the wangemient is carried out as
it should be. The.ie functions can be
earnjed out by a lavnien equally as well
as by a trained nurse. The fact of
being trained as a nurse gives no extra
facility in carrying out the duties of
a visitor. In the matter of appointing
these inLspectors, we should give the
Governor-in-Council the widest possible
scope and the scope should not be limited
to certain sectioyns only. This would not

of course bar the trained nurse or the
woman doctor, bet what this amend-
ment does is to bar all outsiders. I1
want it open to all 'women in Western
Australia, and I think the Committee
would be right in insisting, if we are
to have these inspectors,. that the widest
possible choice should be given to the
Governor in Council in the matter of
their appointment. I move-

That the modification be not agreed to.
Hon. J. D. CONNLlOLLY: I entirely

agree with the Honorary Minister. Both
Houses have decided to affirm the
principle of lady official visitors to
the Hospital for the Insane, and the
Honorary MiUnister is quite right in
saying that we should have the wi4est
possible choice. Whilst a member of
the Trained Nurses' Association may
possess certain qualifications for nursing,
these qualification may not come in in a
question of inspection, for such in-
spection will deal more with the treat-
ment that patients are receivug than
the malady from which they are suffer.
ing. There are a great many female
nurses in the Hospital for the Insane
and one of these ex-nurses would pro-
bably be much better as an official
visitor than a member of the Association.

Mr. Hudson: 'You require quali-
fications for a male inspector but not
for a female inspector.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Medical
knowledge en the part of a visitor is
not absolutely necessary, for what the
visitor is required to do is to see that
the provisions and regulations under
the Act are being carried out.

Mr. ROBINSON: The very opening
words of the Honorary Minister con-
demnn the proposition he is making. He
says that the object of the visitor in
going there is not that he or she should
judge as to whetheur the person should
be in the Hospital for the Insane or not.
Under Section 94 of the Principal Act
two official visitors are appointed, one
of whom shall be a medical pratitioner
and the other a resident or police magis-
trate or legal practitioner. What we
want in the visitors that are selected to
go to the Hospital for the Insane is
the best combination of knowledge
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possible to assist the patitnts there.
I felt inclined at firs when the question
of a lady visitor came up to ag-ee to
any lady visitor, on the ground that we
would be giving what was wanted by
thos-) women who ara in tinl hospital.
The fact that patients will be more
likely to oxprasi3 their feelings to a lady
visitor than to a male visitor would
entitle the Committee to say that a
woman shall be one of the inspectors.
The next point s, if there wa i a sufficient
choice in the country, that that lady
visitor should be a qualified practitioner.
But it has been shown that there are
not sufficient qualified lady medical
practitioners in the State, and that
there is in fact no choice in that respect.
I have no doubt that in a, few years
the Government will always appoint
the lay holding the highest quali-
fications as medical pratitioner. In the
meantime, surely the next beet thing
is to appoint a, trained nurse. As
regards the circumstance that the amend-
ment comes from another place, I
rather resent the feeling apparently
existing here that a suggestion must be
bad because it comes from another
place. 'Under the amendment, the limit
will be extended to include several
hundreds of women. Why jeopardise
the Bill by wrangling over a triviality ?
I ask hon. members to throw aside
all party considerations in viewing the
amendment, which I consider a very
proper one.

The MIHNISTER FOR 'MINES:- The
argument of the member for Canning
(lMr. Robinson) was logical up to a
certain point, but towards the end
became wholly illogical, 11 the prin-
ciple extending the scope of choice
from two or three women to several
hundreds is a good one, why not extend
the scope still further, and include all
the women of this State ? The rejection
of the amendment will not prevent
the appointment of a lady from the
ranks of the Australian Trained Nurses'
Association asi visitor. However, I see
no reason for singling out the members
of that association for distinction in
this matter. As pointed out by the
Honorary -Minister, the special ex-

perience of a trained nurse would not
render that lady better qualified to in.
quire into the conditions at a hospital
for the insane, than a woman of wide
wordly experience. No layman or lay
woman could judge of the mental con-
dition of the patients. The duty of
visitors is merely to inquire into the
care that patients are oe lying.

Mr. FOLEY: The Council's amend-
ment absolutely limnits the choice to
the Australian Trained Nurses' Asso-
ciation, but there are other trained
nurses.' associations.

M4r. Robinson: Strike out the word
"Australian,"' then.

Mr. FOLEY: When the Midwifery
Bi~ll was before Parliament. one union
of trained nurses was endeavouring to
influence hon. members against the other
union. The soope of choice should not
be limited, because there are women
with ample experience of nursing, but
not members of a trained nurses' associa-
tion, who are fully qualified to fill the
position of lady visitor. The member
for Canning (Mr. Robinson) is quite
wrong in assumning that because an
amendment comes from another place
it necessarily encounters opposition here.
Indeed, the boot of dictation is rather
on the foot of members of another place.
The Honorary Minister in my opinion
would be wise in declining to accept
the amendment.

Hon. R. H. UNDWERWOOD: In
reply to the member for Canning,
I wish to say that I consider
another place effects many improve-
ments in measures. As regards this
clause, my desire is to obtain the widest
possible choice. There are women7-of
say 60 who have been wardresses in the
hospital Por the insane,Kbut who upon
marrying have become dissociated from
that hospital ; and a woman visitor
with experience of lunacy nursing would
be more valuable than one selected from
among trained nurses. Yet lunacy nurses
would be barred under the amendment.

H on. FRANK WILSON:- The sug-
gestion of another place is not being
viewed in a proper light. Any reason-
able amendment from titerLegislative
Council we should endeavour to meet ;
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and, after all, this amendment is a
trivial one. The specification of the
professions of visitors is obviously ad.
vantageous. Patients desiring legal ad-
vice may consult the legal visitor, while
other patients may be desirous of the
special attention of the medical visitor
to their eases. Now it is proposed to
appoint a woman visitor. If we had a
big selection of women medical practi-
tioners, that would be an argument mn
favour of appointing one of them, because
we should take the extra qualification if
it is available. Why should we not
appoint a nurse ? The choice will be
snmeiiently large. Surely it would be
beneficial to accept an amendment on
these lines.

Hon. R. H. Underwood: It does not
say "strained nurse."

Hon. FRANK WVILSON :- Well, amend
it to " trained nurse." A trained nurse
is better qualified for the position than
a woman who has had no training.
Rather than jeopardise the measure, it
would be wise to meet another place in
a spirit of compromise.

Question passed; the Council's amend.
meat, not made.

Hon. R. H. Underwood: That is the
last of the Lunacy Bill.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a Message accordingly transmn;ted
to the Council.

BILL-VERMIN BOARDS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Council's Amendments.
Schedule of two amendments made by

the Council now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Holmnan in the Chair, the Minister
for Lands in charge of the Bill.

No. 1.-Add the following new clause
to stand as Clause No. 7: " Section 47
is hereby amended by striking out the
words 'two shillings' anad inserting in
lieu thereof the words 'one shilling' :

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
object of the amendment is to effect a
reduction of 50 per cent. in the rates.
The position is that the board, not having

collected the rate, is now owing the
Government £9,000 interest on the money
advanced for the erection of the fence.
To agree to this reduction would be to
ask the State to cary a most unfair
burden. At the request of the pastoral-
ists concerned the money was advanced
on the distinct understanding that a
two-shilling rate would be struck. What-
ever the pastoralists have done they have
done with their eyes open, and it is not
fair to ask for this reduction. I move--

That the amendrmnt be not made.
Hen0. Frank Wilson:- Have you power

to supersede that board ?
The MINiSTER FOR LANDS: Yes,

and if the Bill passes I propose to super-
sede the board and maintain the fence
under State control at considerably re-
duced cost.

Ron. 3. D). CONNOLLY: I am
surprised that the Minister has not
accepted the amendment, for the two
shilling rate presses very heavily indeed
on the Gescoyne squatters.

Mr. O'Loghlem: - They have not paid
it.

Ron. J. D. CONNOLLY: B~ecause
they are not in a position to do so.
The Minister says that the fence can be
maintained for something like half what
it has cost in the past.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, but a
shilling rate would not pay the interest
and sinking fund on the cost of con-
struction.

Ron. J. D. COINNOLLY. Still, if
the Minister can maintain the fence at
halt the present cost he ought to accept
the reduced rate.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
rate certainly represents a heavy burden,
but it is largely consequent upon the
unnecessarily high administrative costs.
Those costs can be materially reduced,
but in all probability it will be necessary
to have the two-shilling rate. The
two shillings is the maximum prescribed
by the existing Act, and the amendment
proposes that, the maximum shall be
one shiling.

Question passed. the Council's amend-
ment not madle.

No. 2-Add the following new clause
to stand as Clause 8 :-" Section 49 is
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hereby amended by striking out the words
' two shillings ' and inserting in lieu
thereof the words 'one shilling '":

The MAh [STBR FOR LANDS: This
is consequential on the first amendment.
I move--

That the amendmtent be not made.
Question passed ; the Council's

amendment not made.
Resolutions- reported; and the report

adopted.
A Commnittee consisting of the Minister

or Lands, Hon. R. H. Underwood
(H4onorary Mlinister), and Mrx. MKale
drew up reasons for not agreeing to
the Council's amendments.

Reasons adopted and a Message accord-
ingly returned to the Council.

BILL-DIVIDEND DUTIES ACT
AXENDMEffNT.

CounciZ's Amcendmon*.
Amendment made by the Council

now considered.

in Committee.
Mr. Holman in the Chair, the

Premier in charge of the Bill-
Clause 5.-COmit all the words after

the first four lines to the end of the first
paragraph. and insert: d cis tributed or
otherwise applied as dividend, or con-
verted into capital in any way, the
amount of such profits shall, when so
distributed, applied or converted, if
duty has not already been paid thereon,
be Liable to duty under this Act as if
such Profits had been made during the
year in which such distribution, applica-
tion, or conversion is made ":

The PREMLNIER: As a matter of
fact, before the Bill left this Chamber
I agreed to make thi amendment.
it hais been made inl another place, and
as it is in accord with what I prom~ised,
Imove--

TWu the anwndmeiu be madle.

Question passed ; the Council's amend-
ment made.

Resolution reported, end the report
adopted.

BILL-LICENSING ACT FURTHER
AM~ENDM ENT.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 9th February.
Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)

[6.01: Since the Attorney General was
good enough to grant me an adjourn-
ment of the debate on this weasure. I
have bad time to read it through and di-
gest its clauses There are only four,
but some of them are likely to lead to
grave results if they are passed. I
wish to remind the House that all ques-
tions in connection with licensing matters
have always been looked upon from a
non-party point of view. Individual
members, from the time when we passed
the big measure in 1911, have always
dealt with alt suggestions from an indi-
vidual standpoint, and not from a party
standpoint. I wish to deal with this Bill
in that spirit. I regret that the Attorney
General cannot see his way to deal with
the three amendments which were sug-
gested last session. A Bill indeed was in-
troduiced, but it lapsed. It dealt with the
three matters which were put forcibly
before the Attorney General by repre-
sentative people in the State, namely,
the age limit, registration and licensing of
barmaid;, and the hours of closing. Those
were the three matters of vital import-
ance, and I -wish he could have seen his
way clear to deal with those points when
bringing down this amending Bill.

The Attorney General: It would have
involved a local option poll, which would
cost a lot of money. That was the chief
objeetio-

Hon. FRANK WILSON: At any rate
it would not have been a bad move to
provide for it even if we had to postpone
the taking of the poll.

The Attorney General: We can dead
with it next session-

Hon. FRANK WILSON: So far as
this measure is concerned I cannot quite
understand what the urgency for it is. I
can understand that Clause 4 might be
classed in that category. Perhaps it is
essential that we should legalise the ac-
tion in regard to State hotels. I do not
think anyone would take exception to
amending Section 44 so that the

1470



[11 FEBUARY, 1915.1 47

refreshment rooms and railway cars
mnight come under proper supervision and
inspection. So far as the principles etu-
bodied in the other two clauses are con-
cerned, I can see no reason why we
schould be asked to deal with them. in-
deed, 1 am strongly opposed to the prin-
ciples emabodied in those two clauses. 'ht
1.911 by a large majority we agreed to
baud over the control of this trade prac-
ticaLly to the people of the State, creating
districts and giving people themselves the
right by referendum to declare their
wishes in connection with the liquor
traffic. Hon. members will rememiber that
at that time we decided on certain ques-
lions which should he submitted to the
people by way of referendum. The
people had the control of the trade, but
we also decided when it came to the poll
chat those who were deprived of the
tights which they legally held should have
some form of compensation, and that was
set down as time compensation. That
was agreed to on the motion of the pre-
sent Minister for Works. Licensed
houses, therefore, cannot be closed until a
certain number of years have passed.

The Attorney General: In 1920.
Eton. FRANK WILSON: We have had

a local option poll in all districts as to
the wvishes of the people in regard to in.
crease in the number of licenses, and out
of 42 districts;, if I remember rightly, 40
decided in favour of ito further increase.

Mr. O'Loghlen: The figures were. I
think, 49 ont of 50.

The Attormey General: There was one
for an increase.

ffon. FRANK WILSON: Now we are
asked by this measure to practically set
aside the decision of the people in regard
to an increase in licenses in respect to
wine and beer shops as they are termed.

The Attorney General: No, no! It is
substituting a better form of license.

lion. FRANK WILSO'N: The Attor-
ney General says it is substituting a
better form of license for something that
has been proved to be bad. That might
he. I urn not going to dispute that. Per-
hatis a general publican's license is a
better license than a wine and beer
license; it is certainy a more valuable

license so for as the proprietor is cotn-
cerned, and it is a much better license to
have so far as the property owner is con-
cerned. I cannot see that we would be
justified in adopting the suggestion that
the whole of these wine and beer licenses
thtroughtout Western Australia, which
Mnmber, I1 believe, about 18 at the present
time, should be converted into a.
better form of license. -There
are two at Fremantle, two in
Perth, one at MayLands, and one at South
Perth, making sig. in the metropolitan
area, atid there are some twelve others
in different parts of the State; and if we
adopt the suggestion we must convert
all these inferior licenses into something
which will he very much more valuable.
Tlhere are two wine end beer licenses in
1he City, and thie moment wve convert
theni wie put thousands of pounds into the
pockets of the-holders. One of these in
Perth is at the corner of William and
Murray streets, and the other one is in
the basement of MeNess's arcade.

The ?linister for Mines: Has not the
King Edward Hostel one9

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No. That is
a hotel license, which is a different thing,
It wouild, however, he better to give that
place a fulzl license, because it has fi1l-
filled all requirements, The hotel is there
and accommodation is there, and it is a
us-eful institution and I do not think any-
one would lake exeception to granting to
it a full publican's liense.

iMr. E. B. Johnston: A promise was
given to the Presbyterian Church whets
the hotel license was granted that it
would not be extended.

lion. FRANK WILSON: I was not
aware of that, but there is no analogry
betweeni the King Edwvard Hostel, which
hafs an hotel 'license, and whiclt providles
all1 necessary accommodation, and which
is condcted properly, and these wine
and beer shops, the Alhambra iii thie rune
instance, and the building at the corner
of William and Murray-streets in the
other. We shall be repudiatitw thle e1X-
pressed opinion of the public of the
metrop~olitan area if we agree to the pa-
sage of this measure, and in addition to
that we shall be doing an injustice to
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the general public inasmuch as wa are
going to give to these people-

Mr. O'Loghlea: A huge gilt.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, a hugoe
gift. I guarantee that the moment they
get a general publican's license for thuit
wine and beer shop at the corner of Mar-
ray and William streets, there will be an
added value of £10,000 to that license, and
I do not know how m~any thousands. of
pounds will be added to the value of th-2
property?

Mr. O'Loghlen: What about the other
one?

Hon. FRAN14K WILSON: The sau'uo
thing wlill apply to the other one.

Tile Premier: Does not that apply ls
to some of the other licenses ranted b>
the bench?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Of cours~e.

The Premier:, Then this will not he
singular.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: But why
perpetuate it? The people of the Stato
have pronounced against further licentes.
Notwithstanding that we have ha 'd & poll,
and obtained the views of the people we
are presenting legislation which will have
the effect of defeating that poll. Having
had the poll, and the people having de-
cided that the number of licenses should
not be increased, this particular class of
license should be the first to go, and
we were hoping that these wine and beer
shops would be closed in 1920.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: They should be
closed up before that.

The Premier: You have no guarantee
that that will be done.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I amn only
giving my opinion. I do not see why
the Premier should cavil at my expresi-
sion of opinion.

The Premier: We have no guarantee
that they will do so.

ilon. FRANK WILSON: No, hut the
Premier knows that certain stipulations
fire contained in the parent Act, which
show how licenses have to be reduced,
and the classification that has to be made
in coming to the conclusion as to which
houses have to he closed. It lays down
the course which is to be followed. I

am satisfied that any bench that has to
deal with the matter of reducing licenses
will take into consideration first of all
1112, class of license, and then the class
of huse. and the inferior house will be
closed every time.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. FRANK AWILSON: I wish to
point out that the Attorney General in
commendiug the Bill to the acceptance
of the House referred to the Australian
wine and beer license as the -worst form
of license in the State. I have no doubt
he is perfectly correct in the opinion he
has formed with regard to them. He
argued, from that contention, that we
should replace the worst form of license
with a better form of license. In sup-
port of that argument, he stated they
were not subject to the same police in-
spection and supervision as general pub-
licans' licenses were. I cannot for a
moment follow the bon. gentleman in
that contention. I do not see why holders
of this particular class of license should
not have equally strict supervision with
those of every other form of license. If
there is any defect, of which I have no
knowledge in our laws in this direction,
for instance, in the Police Act, I am of
opjiuion that every memnber of this House
will support the 'Minister in giving in-
creased powers. I have no wish to con-
vert something, which is of second grade,
so far as value is concerned, into some-
thing that is of the first grade, simply for
the reason that proper and necessary
supervision is not being exercised over
the holders of these licenses. I believe the
police have nil the power to see that
these houses are properly conducted. I
hope the Attorney General will see that
that power is properly exercised. With
regard to the suggestion that we should
give some power to rant an extension of
time for the payment of license fees, I1
cannot understand why we should be
asked to do this.

The Attorney General: As a matter of
fact it very often happens that they are
not quite up to time. This measure en.
ables us to fix a floe for being late. It
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simply gives power to fine a man who is
not uip to date.

Hon. FRANKIWILSON: If we regard
the Minister's suggestion, we sbould be
laying down the principle that there
should be aii extension of time for pay-
ment of these license fees. I am abso-
lutely opposed to any such action. I be-
lieve that license fees should he forth-
coming at the due date. If anl auctioneer
has not taken out his license and paid the
fee. be cannot continue his avocation, and
cannot hold a sale without being
liable to prosecuition. Why should the
publican who has omitted to pay the
necessary fee, which is small enough in
all conscience, be permitted to carry on
his avocation without a license, or be
granted 'an extension of time in which to
pay the license fee? If the holder of a
license is not in a position to pay a fee,
the owner of the property can step in
aiid do so for the sake of protecting his
license, which, of course belongs to the
House. I fr~ one amsi not prepared to
grant any extension of time. I think it
is a mistake. It they cannot pay the
license fee, they should not be allowed
to carry on their business. I would not
hesitate to close up any house for which
the license fee had not been paid on the
due date. I am opposed to the legislation
outlined by -the Attorney General in that
respect.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs. Do you suggest
closing up straight away if thle fees are
not paid?

Hon. FIRANK WILSON: Yes; they
shouild be closed up if they are not
licensed. This should apply in the same
way as to other license holders.

Mr. B. J1. Stubhs: I quite agree with
you.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That seems
to me to cover the main feature of the
measure. The only remaining feature is
thatt, of course, in Clause 4, which I men-
tioned previously this evening, that is the
clause to legalise the position so far as
State hotels are concerned. T have not
the slightest objeclion to that, or to the
provisions that the Attorney General said
were for the purpose of having proper

[51]

supervision over our railway refresh-
mnent rooms and railway ears. I
think that is essential. Miy opposi-
tion is confined, therefore, to clauses
2 and 3. If I have some assurance that,
in Committee, these two clauses Avill be
deleted I shall he very glad indeed to let
the Bill go into Committee.

Hon. R. HI. Underwood (Honorary
Minister):- If you cannot beat these
clauses in Committee you cannot beat the
second reading.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Then 'we
shall have to try and beat the measure on
the second reading, if that is the attitude
of the Honorary M1inister. I do not want
to deprive him of a section of the
mevasure, which he says is essential for
the proper control of State hotels,' and
the inspection of refreshment rooms. If
he is quite prepared to let the other por-
dions of the Bill go, I shall be with him,
otherwise T will vote against the second
reading anid endeavour to persuade other
hon. members of this House to think
alike andI to suipport mne in this action. In
conclusion I wish, to express my. surprise,
if I may do so without in any way being
personal, thant thle Government have
thought fit to introdue a measure in this
direction,

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : Why do they do anything?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I cannot
understand why the Honorary Minister
ever Attempts to do anything.

HEon. R. IT. Under wood (Honorary
Minister) : I got the Lunacy Bill through,
anyway.

Hon. FRANK WILSON:- I cannot
understand what is behind the Govern-
nment to induce them to introduce legisla-
tion of this description. Why should
they try to increase so enormously the
value of the property aud the value of
the leases for which licenses are held-
they Are few iii number, about is in the
whole State I believe? That is practically
All that the Bill des~igns to bring about,
namely to give An enormous unearned in-
crement to holders of wine and beer
licenses nt the present time. That is
whut will happen if we pass this measure.
I shall, I know, be met with the retort
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that it is subject to the licensing bench.
The fact remains that in) some instances
the licensing bench may be of opinion
that it is advisable that all these licenses
should be converted into a higher class of
license. I am decidedly against this. [,
am of opinion that it overrides the deci-
sion of the people upon whom we have,
by legislation, placed the responsibility
of the control of the liquor traffic as
given at the local option poll already
taken. I am absolntely opposed to the
provisionis of the measure except those
contained in the last clause.

IMr. WIT4LMTOTT (Nelson) [7.40]: 1
in of the same opinion as the Leader
of the Opposition in reg-ard to certain
clauses of this measure. In regard to
Clause 4, this provides that State hotels
caried onl at the commencement of this
Act shall be deemed to be duly licensed
for the year ending'31st December, 1915.
This means that these hotels must from
the time that the Bill first passes-if it
is iassed--comnply -with the Act. That
these hotels have not always done so in
the past is evidenced by a letter I will
read to the House. Uinder the Licensing
Act, 1911, Clause 94, no holder of a pub-
lican's general license, who, without Tea-
sonable cause refuses to supply any per-
son wilh food, refreshments, etc., corn
mits an offence, penalty £C20. Without
reasonable cause! What does. this mean?
It means that if a traveller is under the
in-flaence of liquor hie will ha refused
either food or anything else.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Is that the only rea-
sonable cause 9

Mr. TIrLl MOP That is the reason-
able cause under the Act.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: There are dozens
of hotels in the city of Perth that you
could catch every day in the week.

Mr. WILLMTOTT: The Slate hotels
should set any example in this way and
should serve as an example to the rest
of thle hotels in the State.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Hear, hear!
Mr. WJI*MOTT: I am of opinion

that State hotels axe good, let there be
no misunderstanding on that point, If
I am allowed to do so, I would like to
read what happened at Yllingup, and

members will then be able to see if there
is room for improvement in the State
hotels, or at all events in this particular
State hotel. The letter reads-

On 'Monday, 25th January;' in com-
pany with my wife and a friend I
motored out to the caves from Bussel-
ton, arriving there at 2.29. We met
the guide and proceeded immediately
to go down the eaves, the exploration
of which occupied nearly two hours.
We retuirned to the Cave House very
tired, hot and weary, after the un-
usual exertion, at 4.23 (prompt time).
My lady folk went on the verandah
while I proceeded to the bar and or-
dered afternoon tea for them. The
barman said "certainly," and went
away to fix up, and then returned sta-
ting that the maids were all off duty,
and that there would he no hot water,
consequently they could not supply it.

This at 4.23, at a time when every man
likes a. cup of tea as a rule, and likes to
get it at that particular time.

My wife discovered that there was
plenty of hot water; she went into the
kitchen to see, end the cook said
"There is plenty of hot water, if you
can only get a maid." AI asked to see
the manager and again asked to be
supplied with tea. He point blank re-
fused, giving as his reason that after-
noon tea camne on at 4 o'clock and it
was now 4.30.

lIt seems to me that the Government do
not want their hotels down there run on
these lines.

The Minister for Mines: We ought to
,have a Royal Commission.

Mr. WILIMOTV: I do not think they
do want the hotels run onl these lines.
What do the placards say They say
t-hat it is Paradise. If Paradise is run
onl lines of that sort, I do not wvant to
go to Paradise. Hon. members may
think this is trivial. : .

Mr. Thomas: It is; in the extreme.
The Minister for Mines: It is a na-

tiona] question.
Mr. WIILLMOTT: I do not think it

is trivial. As the man points out, he and
his family are teetotallers. He remarks,.
"It I had gone to the bar for a 'whisky,
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!could have got it; but I wanted a cup
of tea, and I could not get it."

Vc. -Thomas: Shocking.
Mr. WTRL'fOTT: I think the man is

p)erfectly entitled to get a cup of tea if
he demands it, and I am of opinion that
if the State cannot run the Yalingup
4Caves. House better than here described,
the present manager ought to be got
rid of.

,Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Will the hon.
memcmer tell me what portion of his re-
mnarks applies to the Bill?

Mr. WILUVOTT: They apply to
Clause 4, Sir. the point I want to make
is that at present these hotels are not
auly licensed, and that therefore their
managers are not liable to a penalty of
£230 for refusing to supply refreshment.
They are not liable because they are not
iieiised, and so do not come under the
Act. If Clause 4 is carried, then the
managers will come unde r the Licensing
Act, and can be prosecuted for riot sup-
plying refreshment when called upon to
do so. The complaint I have brought
forward is not so frivolous as some hon.
members appear to think, and f com-
mend the afternoon tea proposal. Cer-
tainly, if a mani goes to the Caves House
with his, family on the tourist ticket,
hav-ing been told that hie is going to
Paradise under the guidance of the
State, and then is notified that if he does
not break the pledge and have a whisky
and soda he can go dry, it shows that
sometihing is -wrong. I hope the Attorney
General, having heard these few re-
marks, will see that such things do not
occur in the future.

The Minister for "Mjnes: We will cer-
tainly hold an inquiry.

Hon. J. MLITCHELL (Northam)
[7.48] : This Bill represents another at-
tempt to evade the licensing law of the
State. The four clauses of this Bill make
four distinct provisions. Clause 2 re-
presents a violation of the local option
vote. The House will remember that a
vote taken in the Perth district resulted
by a decision of the people against in-
crease in licenses. It cannot be eon-
tended that the conversion of a wine and
beer license into a publican's general

license does not represent such an in-
crease. To put forward any sucht con-
tention would be futile. With regard to
the 1911 Act, in my opinion the measure
is all right but its administration by the
Attorney General is very faulty. The
Attorney General says lie wants power
to convert wine and beer licenses into
public-an's general licenses in order that
the police may have better control over
the holders. But hie cannot invest the
police with greater powlves of iontrol
than they have to-day, and therefore
that argument ought not to have been
used by the Attorney General. Now, what
is the real reason fur the proposali One
effect of! it will he to give the people
more opp)ortunily to obtain drink. The
Attorney General time and again has
expressed his desire to reduce the drink
trade, hut how is this proposal going to
reduce that trade? The Attorney Gen-
eral says hie will respect the local option
vote: and yet time andi again he has en-
deavonrecl to amiend the law in the direc-
tion of taking control away from the
people and giving the Government a
larger degree of control. In spite of a
grat deal of criticism, the 1911 Act is
ais good a-, could have been expected at
that time. It is said that since the Liberal
Go-ermnent loft office the admyinistration
of the liquor law has becomue very lax.
I do not know whether or not that is
true, but it is worth the Attorney Gen-
eiral's, while to inquire into the matter.
It may be said, and J suppose the Attor-
ney General will say, that greater rev-
enue will be obtained from a fully
licensed house than from one conducted
under a wine and beer license, which
latter license, as we know, carries a far
lower fee than does the publican's geni-
eral license. If that be the idea of the
Attorney General, why not say so? Why
not let uis knw that he i.s desirous of
obtaining a little more reveniie

The Attorney Gleneral: T am simply
seekling better control.

Hlon. J. MIlTCHELL: The Govern-
mneat will get no better control under this
measure. All that ran happen will be to
put a good deal of money in the handst
of a few pervons at the expense of the
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great bulk of the people. If all tli
measures brought forward by the ovr-
ermnent were for the benefit of the
people, there would be a great deal to
be said in favour of the argument utsedl
by the other side in support of this
measure. As a rule, however, when the
Gouvernment bring down a measure it is
not with the idea of increasing the
ipeople's assets, but of reduciog the peo-
ple's assets. 1 do not, of course, wish
to discuss that matter at length. In any
ease, I hope the House w.ill not allow
the Attorney General to carry the pro-
posal. Next, ire have the second proposal.
which is to permit the Government to
extend the paymnent of the license fee.

The Premnier: That is not correct. The
law provides for that to-day.

Huii. J. AMITCHELL: It has bee',
pointed out that either a house is licensed
or it is not licensed.

The Premier: We canl extend the time
f or payment of the license. That is the
law now. The proposal in this Bill is
that when we do extend the time at the
request of the licensee, we make him pay
a fine.

Hon. J. MITCHELL- At any rate the
licensee fee, as my leader has argued.*
should be paid when the lieens,e is taken
out. I dorinot know how the court canl
grant a license unless the fee is paid.
The Act provides that the fee must be
paid when the license is granted. I dn
not know that it is necessary for me to
deal with the matter further, since the
Government apparently have power, even
now, in extreme eases to extend the time
fbr the payment of the license fee. Howr-
ever, I do not approve of the provision.
As the leader of the Opposition has said.
it invites holders of licenses to make ap-
plication for extension of time for pay-
ment. As regards the State hotels, I am
indeed pleased that the Attorney General
has at last realised the necessity for obey-
in& the law of the land. Hec is flofftingx
the law, and has been flouting the lairw,
inasmuch as hotel managers are not
licensed. This has been pointed out to him,
and he now ver 'y properly asks Parlia-
ment to condone that offence of his, to

dlo a little white-washing, and to make
the State hotels again licensed premises.
To-day, I suppose, every manager of a
State hotel who is selling liquor is liable
to be hauiled up before the licensing bench
and perhaps committed to prison, or, at
all events, fined, for selling liquor without
a license. It is undesirable that that
position should obtain, and 1 shall hav'e
much pleasure in supporting this particu-
lar proposal of the Attorney General. I
do,' however, hope that it will nor be
necessary to go through this same piro-
cess again, of passing an Act of Parlia-
ment in order to effect something that
ought to be done by the licensing bench.
If lion, members, will look at the Lice'is-
ing Act, they wvill see that the; applicant
for a license has to satisfy the bench ire-
garding many matters, and that he can
be disqualified for the doing of many
things, It has to be remembered that
when the license is being applied for,
the public have a right to go to
the court and raise any objection
they please. Mtembers of Parliament
also hare the right to raise objection.
Some objection, for instance, has been
very properly raised by the member for
Nrelson (Mr. Willmott). If thme person
aggrieved in the instance mentioned by
that hon. member had had an oppor-
tunity of going to the licensing bench,
that complaint would not have been maria
in this House. As regards the Caves
House at Uwellingulp, I believe it is run
perfectly. T do not know an hotel in the
State that provides better for the com-
fort of its guests. The hotel is thor-
oughly well managed. The complaint
of the member for Nelson is not the first
we have had regarding the conduct of
State hotels, but I am perfectly certain
that in tbis instance the fault does not
lie at the door of either manager or his
wife. So far as I could observe during
the time I stayed at thc Caves House. the
comfort of visitors is well attended to by
the staff. However, the complaint I re-
fer to having been made here, I think
the Attorney General has a right to let
the manager tell us, from his standpoint,
exactly what happened. For my own
part, I am glad to mention that, accord-
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ing to my experience, the house is thor-
oughly well run. I am glad to mention
it especially because we have had such
frequent occasion to criticise tie man-
agement of the State hotels. I do not
know why the Dwcliinguip hotel appeared
before thie court under the Licensing Act.
It is Itruec that hotel was established by a
special Act of Parliament, but I think it
might be well if the Attorney General
would, in the Bill now under consideration,
bring the Oweilingup State hotel into line
with all other licensed premises, making
it necessary for the manager to go year
by year before the licensing bench and
obtain his renewal, just as every other
hotel lessee has to do. It is not proper,
I think, that these matters should be
brought before Parliament as they have
been time and again. With regard to rail-
warv refreshment rooms, it is, of course,
quite proper that some control should be
exercised by the liquor inspectors over
the quality of the liquor sold at these es-
tablishments. Most. refreshment rooms
are well run; but, all the same, they

shudbe uinder some supervision. For
my part, I should be glad to see the con-
trol of them takeii away altogether from
the Commissioner of Railways and vested
in the general manager of the Stati
hotels. That. would he more satisfactory,
and I think probably the railway refresh-
ment rooms would be more cheaply man-
aged. If there is any complaint to be
made, it is that the Railway Department
endeavour to make, too much out of these
places.

The -Minister for Mines: They are
leased by tender.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If the quality of
the liquor is not always everything that
it should be, then it is a pity that such
high rents should be charged At Pin-
jarrah. for example, the rental amounts
to £600) a year, and the licensee there can
have very small opportunity indeed, it
seems to me, of getting round. I am
aware that the train service has been
altered latterly, and possibly the position
of the licensee at Pinjarrah may now be
more favourable, flowever, the railway
refreshment rooms should exist solely for
the convenience of the travelling public,

andl not be run as revenue-producing es-
tablishments, Up to the present, in con-
nection with railway refreshment rooms
muore attention has been given to
the obtaining of revenue than to conveni-
encing the public. Our object should be
to provide the fullest possible oppor-
tunity for the people holding railway re-
freshment room licenses to supply the
needs of the public; and I hope the At-
torney General will take into considera-
tion the advisableness of bringing all
these railway refreshment rooms under
the control of one head. I am not in fav-
our of opening these places on railway
stations, unless their primary object be
the convenience of the travelling public.
It must be remembered that every re-
freshment room means delay to the
trains. However, I have no wish to op-
pose the mneasure, except in respect to
certain proposals therein contained. I
am not sure that we ought not to oppose
the second reading, but perhaps it will
he better to let it go, and amend the Bill
in Committee.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scadd an-
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe) £5.1] : I mov

That the debate be adjouned.
Motion put and a division taken with

the following reslt:-
Ayes .. . .is

Noes .. . .16

Majority for

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
arr.
Mr.
Mr.
Air.
Mr.

Ana wini
Ilolton
Carpenter
Chiesson
Collier
Green
OGriffiths
Holman
HudsLon
Johnson

Mr. Allen
Mr. Connolly
IMr. Cunningham
Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Hlckmott
M r. Male
Mr. Mitchell,
Mr. Nalia

Aire.

Mr.
Mfr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
M r.
Mr.
Mr.

Nose.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

2

Munsle
O'Logblen
Scaddan
B. J. Stubbs
Underwood
Walker
Heltman

(Teller).

Robinson
Smith
Thomson
Veryard
Wiilmott
F. Wilson
Wisdom

(Teller),
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UNotion thus passed; tine debate ad-
journed.

ATNNUAL ESTIATES, 1914-1.5.
In1 Committee of supply,

Debate resumed from the 9th Febru-
aioy, on thle Treasurer's financial state-
inent and the Annual Estimates; Mr.
Holmnai in ( lie Chair.

Vote-His Excellevcy the Governor,
£1,7 50:

AIlr. SMITH (North Perth) [8.121:
The debate has occupied the Committee
for a considerable time, and therefore I
will lbe as brief as possible. The Budget
Sj'eeeh delivered by the Premier some
weeks ago was a most disappointing ef-
Fort; probably the most depressing and,
down-hlearted speech ever delivered iii
this Chamber. The Premier failed to rise
to the occasion. There was nothing of the
Lloyd George about him. He is the lead-
ing financial man in the State, and not
only inside, but outside the House, we all
Look to him to lead the way, especially in
a crisis like the present. But what do we
find? The Premier in a long, doleful
tale simply made excuses for the deplor-
able mess into -which he has got the coun-
try. MYost of his speech consisted of -re-
ferences to the terrible drought we are
experielncing, while the rest was made up
of references to the war. I admit lie ihns
a very unenviable task before him, but
I remind him that the deficit he has in-
flicted upon the country was of consid-
erable proportions long before either the
wvar or the dronght was thought of.
Therefore, all his excuses go by the board.
While admitting that the position is an
extremely serious one, his speech failed
entirely in the respect that he did not
propose any means whatever to stop the
drift. Aks far as T can see, there is no
serious attempt on his part to live with-
in his income, and in times like this that
is the one thing the Treasurer of the
country ought to aim at. Instead of that
there is not the slightest attempt made to
bring the expenditure within the estimated
revenue. Apparently we have to go on.
financing in the same reckless style as we
have done in the past few years The

Premier tells us calmnly that he expected
to have had the deficit brought down to
£860,000 or thereabouts, by June next.
The deficit now is considerably over a
million, and we have only five more
months of the year to go. During the
last month -we have gone through the
worst of the whole year. I think the
Prenier must be a bit of a wizard if he
thinks he is going to cut the deficit
dlown to £900,000 in five months. it
dloes niot take very much prop hesying for
one to be able to say that the deficit will
be more like a million and a half by June
next. Of course figures are nothing to the
Premier. it might just as well be live
millious as £500,000. There is no doubt
that the finances of the country are in
a shocking and deplorable condition.
The hon. member for Irwin (Mr. James
Gardiner) while speaking on the debate,
and several other hon. members also,
aptly compared this House to a board of
directors sitting down to consider ways
and means of getting their concern out
of its parlous position. The Treasury
szide of the House has asked us to give
them all the assistance we can, and throw
out to them any suggestions which will
help to get the country out of this hole.
So far as I can see, however, hon. mem-
bers opposite have no intention whatso-
ever of accepting any suggestions we may
care to make to them.

Mr. Green: 8ugziest taxation.
'Ar. SMWITH: That will not red nee tine

deficit.
,%r. B. J. Stnbbs:- What effect will it

have then 9
Mr. SM,\ITH: The homi. member will

sooni find out that it will not.
Ur. Green:- The Dividend Duties Act

will affect you?
Mr. SMIdTH: There will be no divi-

dend duty so far as I am concerned.
The Premier: 'We will get y ou now.
Mfr. SMI1TH : It seems to me. at any

rate, as a new member, that the debate
has, as the hon. member for Goolgardie
('Ur. MceDowall) sugcesled, been a med-
iumn for letting- off steam. We have now
let off a considerable amount of steam
and I trust when we get on to the items
that we shall put our heads together and
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do our best to attend to the affairs of the
country in a businesslike way and drop
all this cross firing which has beetn golng
on. I do not say that one side of the
House is more guilty thani another. Pro-
bably I have myself been one of the big-
pest offenders. When we come to discuss
the departments. I hope we will all try'
and do so in a businesslike manner and
drop All this carping criticism, which the
Premier is so frequently talking about.
and get on with the business of the State.
1 wish to make a few remiarks onl matters
concerning the Estimates that strike me
p~articLularly as a new member. 11t has
been said that our revenue is buoyant
and that the revenue of the country has
not decreased anything like in the propor-
tion that one would expeet as a result of
the drought and the war we are experi-
encing. I understand that the Premier
estimates the revenue for the present
year to be over five millions. That is not

sovery uch less than it was previously.
It is certainly a considerable amount over
the revenue that the previous Liberal
treassurers had at their command.

The Mlinister for Mlines: In the ordin-
ary course of business it ought to be in-
creasing ever~y year- There are mere
railways and that kind of thing.

Mr. SMITH: We are told that these
railways arc self supporting: ther-efore
we cannot take the railways :.n.

The Mlinister for Mines: No ?ea--r. rhey
ire not.

The Premier: Who said they were!
Mr. Foley: Whoever said that new

agricultural railways would pay from the
start?9

Mr. S11ITH: It is always given as an
excuse that they will pay.

Mr. Foley: By members who arp ask-
Htug for railways in their districts.

Mr. SMITH: In looking at the reve-
nue, this buoyant revenue that we have
spoken of, one naturally asks oneself
where all the money is going to. Tile
first thing that strikes one is the enor-
mfous amount that we are paying for in-
terest. I mee that there is a sum of
£2,287,000 allotted for the payment of
interest. That appears to me to he an
overwhelming load. This shiould not

however, lie a load at all, because the
nrnne 'v was borrowed particularly to eon-
strucet railwvays with, and these were rail-
ways whichl it was promised should pay
interest, so that if the money had been
put1 to proper use and expended on these
works, which were so promising, they
should be paying interest.

Mr. Mc-towall: A number of these
railways were agr ieu tiiral lines.

Mlr. SMITH: There should be no load
at all on them. These works4 should be
repaying interest on the capital all the
time.

The Minister for M1ines: They should
but they are not d-oing so.

1fr. SMITH: I am only drawing at-
tention to thle fact.

Mr, Wisdom:- The railways paid in-
terest in the time of the Liberal Adinin-
istration.

Mr. SMITH: They are at all events
not paying interest on the money which
has been spent 111301 them,. It would be
interestingi to the RHouse if hon. members
could be furnished with a return showing
those works which ware not paying that
amounit of mione 'y which it was p)romised
they would Pay. We Would then be able
lo sea upon which the State was losing
motney, and would be in a position to
bring our minds to bear Upon effecting
some improvement in regard to them.

Mr. Foley: Are 'you asking for a sec-
tional return of the railways?

111r. SMITH: Thie sinking fund has
been referred to by several hen. meinbers.
The rigures are £257,000. There is no
doubt that is a very heavy load for this
community to hear. At the time when
the principle of providing a sinking fund
for loans was first introduced, the country
was i a flourishing condition and the
sinking fund was a mere flea bite, so lo
sPeak, and we did not feel it at all. IUn-
der thie present circumstances, however,
we are not enjoying the same prosperity
as in previous years, and the sinking- fund
is like a snowball-it is growing- bigger
and bigger every year. I tLii'k it is
brought home to us that we are really
providing too much sinking ftund for the
purpose of covering our loans.
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Hon. J. D. Con nolly: It all depends
on what the money is used for.

Mr. SMITH: It does not matter what
it is used for.

The Minister for Mines: We are doing
more in that direction than any other
St ate.

Mr. SMITH: In my opinion, the Goy-
ern ment should consider, when they are
horrowing money in future, the question
of providing a sinking fund that is very
Much smaller than the present sinking
fund, and so spread it over a greater
number of years, The other States of the
Commonwealth have no sinking funds at
all. 1 say it is to the credit of Western
Australia that we have provided a sink-
ing fund for our indebtedness, but I
think we are undertaking too mutch and
more than we can comfortably carry out.
The sinking fund should in future be
spread over a greater number of years,
and we should then feel tihe burden to a
much smaller degree. Several hon. mem-
bers have referred to the cost of running
the country, and it has been insinuated
that we are paying far too much for ad-
ministration. I think the Premier inter-
jected something to the effect that if we
would give him power he would show us
what he could do, and that he wonid deal
with the Civil Service in some way. If
the Premier meant that he wanted a free
hand to go into the Civil Service with a
waddy and clear out half of the em-
ployee;, I am not inclined to give him
that powrer.

Mir. Foley: He did not ask for it.
Mr. SMITH: He inferred that at any

rate.
Mfr. Foley: He did not.
Ron. J. fl. Connolly: He said "Untie

my hands."
Mr. SMITH: I am not inclined to give

him that power. We should have the Pre-
mier sacking men right and left, and we
would have half the Civil Service out in
the street.

Mr. Foley: The Civil Service know who
are their best freinds.

Mr. Alullany: Do you mean that Civili
servanls cannot make a living outside9

Air. SMITH: I mean in these times it
is diffieult for anybody losing a position

to get another. I also wish to protest
uiganst the Government's attemnpt to rc.
(IIe8 wages. There is no doubt that j)-,
-i rotund-about way of curtailing honr&
the Giovernment are practioally reducing
wages. There is no doubt about that. The
M1inister for Mines may shake his bead.
It is a round-about way of reducing
wages. The men who are earning their
wages go home with so much less every
week. It does not moatter whether they
are working 44 or 48 bouts per week.
The fact remains that they have to go
home to their wvives every week with less
money in their pockets.

M r. Foley:- The w orkin g man is getting
more now with shorter hours than he was
getting under the Liberal Government.

Mr. Robin son: His money would not
pu rchase as much now as it used to.

Mr. SMIITH: I for one am strongly
opposed to a reduction of wages. If
there is going to be any reduction at all,
let it start with the Governor, the Su-
preme Court judges, and others who are
getting high salaries. These are the peo-
ple to get hold of first. These men would
not mind a reduction in their salaries ii
the money was spent in a proper way,
hut the people object to a reduction in
their salaries when the money is required,
not on account of the war, but because the
Government have spent what they have
in a reckless fashion and are wasting
their revenue. This is how it appeals
to me. I do not believe in paying out
so much money simply because the Pre-
mier is, making a mess of things. If he
is carryin~g out an honest administration
I do not mind -what taxes are imp oseii.
Indeed I would spend my last shilling.

Mr. Foley: Is it because there is a
Labour Government in power that the
Supreme Court judges and others will niot
pay ?

Mr. SMITH: There is also the neglect
of the Governmnent to pay the increases
which were awarded by the Appeal
Board. It is most unfair that they should
have withheld these increases. Many of
th~ men are depending upon these in-
t-reases, and, for the sake of the credit of
die country, I think we ought to pay these
men.
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Hon. J. D. Connolly: The appeals are-
two years old.

The Minister for Mines: They did not
get any in your time,

Mr. SMITH: Another interjection of
the Premier's I do not quite understand.
That was in reference to the civil ser-
vants riding about on bicycles. That was
a most uncalled for remark on his part.
There is no occasion to cast a slur like
that upon the civil servants. Does he
mean to infer that the civil servants are
in the habit of riding~ bicycles about at
all lhours of the day? I suppose that some
unfortunate office boy who had gone out
for a bit of a ride caught the eye of the
Premier, and lie came to the conclusion
that the civil servants were riding bic y-
dlen at all times of the day, and en-
claikred, "Give me authority and I will
show you what I will do."

Mr. Foley: He never said anything of
the sort.

Mr. SMITH: It would be a great deal
better if he had sopmehing to say about
(lie niotor cars that 'Ministers go about
the country in. Fancy the Premier pay-
ing- £000 f~r a new police motor carl

The M,%inister for Mines: We tried to
rival the hon. member for Canniag.

31r, Allen: Never mind about the hon.
member for Canning.

31r. S11iTH: That was ait a time when
the Agricultural Bank had practically
ceaed payment, and found itself unable
to carry out its obligations. If any pri-
vate business firms 'were to carry on in
this reckless manner they would soon find
themselves in the bankruptcy court.

.11r. Foley: How many farmers askring
for assistance to-day arc able to run their
own nmotor ears?

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Not one of them.
Mir. S-MITH: It is quite possible that

some members of the civil service are not
worth their salt. It is nonsense, however.
for the Premier to say he has not the
authority to sack these men. It is rub-
bish. What did he do in the case of
Messrs. Roe and Cowan, the police inagis-
traies39 There is no question there of not
being able to sack men.

Mfember: What was Mr. Roe's age?

Mr. SMITH: It does not matter; he
was quite competent to carry out his du-
ties.

M r. Robinson: He is a younger man
than Lord Kitcheuer.

Mr. SMITH: Had his services been
retained, the Governmnent would prob-
ably have had a better magistrate.

The Minister for Mines: The lion.
member, I suppose, knows there is power
in the Act to retire magistrates over sixty
years of age. I am not arguing about the
wisdom of it, but the bon. member is
talking about the power.

Mr. SMtITH: Compare the treatment
meted out to Messrs. Cowan and Roe
wvithi that meted out to 'Ar. Mann, the
Government Analyst, who has been the
subject of discussion jn another place.
That gentleman was given six months
leave of absence, on full pay, and per-
muitted to collect a fee of over £29,000.
Why should he have been allowed to col-
lect that enormous fee, while on full pay?
Some reference has been made to the
curtailment of yaembers' privileges. I
will refer to one, free telephones. It
may have been all very well to provide
free telephones when the department
was uinder the State, but now that it has
become a Federal department why should
the state find money for this.

Mr. Hudson: That comes with very
bad-grace from a city member.

Mr. SMITH: In regard to this ques-
tion of telephones, if the Treasurer looks
after the pence, the pounds will look af-
ter themselves. I think it is unfair that
when Parliament has been prorogued
members should be allowed to use their
passes for the purpose of travelling over
the railways, going round the countryv
electioneering, to the detriment of other
candidate;, who have not a similar priv-
ileg-e. The Railway 'Department has been
one of onr greatest revenue earning de-
partments in years past. The earninrs
have produced revenue to a very con-
siderable amount over the expenses.
But lean years have now come upon us,
and instead of the railways earning a
handsome profit they are making a loss.
and -we have to provide money out of
the consolidated revenue to make up for
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that lof-s. No doubt the drought has
been largely responsible for the present
position; but I think the time has ar-
rived when we should consider seriously
the question of reducing expenditure in
the Railway Department. One direction
in which this mighit be done, I think, is
by the employment of motor coaches on
th out-back railways . By this means a
considerable suim of money could be
Paved. The cost of running a train over
one of those spur lines must be pretty
considerable, and I think the spur rail-
ways have been largely responsible for
the losses on the railways. If we were
to adopt the method in use in parts of
Queensland and introduce motor coaches,
we would he able to give the public a bet-
ter service, and at the same time consider-
ably reduce the losses. There are also
other ways in which the department
might increase its revenue. I wvili just
mention a fewv. The first is an instance
in which the Railway Department wats
unable to compete against an ordinary
spring cart. The Federal Government
called for tenders for the carriage of
miails. The department tendered, but it
was outclassed by a spring cart. One
result of such business methods is that
the railways lose money.

31r. Heitmaun: Do you know the
tramns are running against the railways
even in Melbourne to-day!

Mr. SMITH: Very likely, but we arc
not concerned about "Victoria; we have
enough to do to look after ourselves.
Another instance: the Railway Depart-
inent was recently asked by the people
of Katanoing for the privilege of ex-
cursion fares to Albany. The depart-
ment agreed to a reduction of the fare
provided it was guaranteed a certain
number of fares. The local people got
together end not only made up the mini-
mum nmber, but retnrned a very hanl-
some profit; and the department did not
take the hint. in my opinion, excursions
on these lines should be organised from
every town of importance in the State
at holiday times, and no doubt a good
amount of revenue to the Railway De-
partment would resnlt. The member for
lBunbury called attention to somne

anomalies, and I have no doubt lie was
right, though I would not go so far as
hie in advocating that we should reduce
the fares between, Bunbury and Picton
Junction to the same level as in the me-
tropolitan area over a similar distance.
But in that bon. member's reference to
the anomalies in 'the Railway Depart-
ment If did not notice any mention of
what I consider the greatest anomaly of
all-the excessive fares extracted by the
Railway Department from the people
using the tramn. The Premier boasted
that the Government had made a profit
on the tramns last year of approximately
£40,000. I do not wonder at their mak-
ing this large profit, in view of their
charging the highest tramn fares in the
world.

Mr. Foley: Did not private enterprise
charge the same fares? Did you growl
thenI

Mr. Allen. Of course we growled.

Mr. SMITH: 'When the Government
took the trains over, the people were
given to understand that they woultd
have cheaper fares. I asked the other
night about those cheaper fares, and
about the better service we were to get.
The service to-day is no better than it
was formerly, and rhe plant is going to
ruin.

The Mlinister for Mlines: We are run-
ning 2.000 miles a week more tihan the
company ran.

M..r. Foley: It was all right while pri-
vate enterprise ran the trains.

Mr. RSMITH: Whenl I referred to this
question I was told, "Oh, we had cheap
fares on our platform before you ever
thjought of conitesting North Perth."
What is the use of having it on the plat-
form; it has been there for the past three
or four years, and yet the Government
is still charginig the full fares. I also
think that the tramn system should be ex-
tended, and that penny seCtions8 Should
he introduced. it that were dlone there
would be a largely increased 1nmber of
passengers.

The )'inister for M.%ine.,: We could not
carry them until we get more current.

Mr. Allen : The company recognisedl
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that, and got out. Youl were foolish
enough to fall iii.

Mr. SMITH{- Many people to-day walk
sooner than use the trains, with the re-
stilt that the trains frequently run empty.
At an ' time in the morning after 10.
and again from 3 o'clock to 6 o'lock
the tramns are hauiled backwards and for-
wardls practically empty. If penny sec-
tions were instituted, T am satisfied the
Government would be running loaded
trains during those hours, besides pro-
viding a convenience to the travelling
public and making more profit.

Mr. Foley: City membhers would travel
cheaper, and country miembers would not
beneflit,

Mr. SMITH: The Government have
refused to extend the issue of the workers'
ticket privilege between 8 and 9 o'clock.
A large number of girls and boys, em-
ployed in the city, have to come in dail ,y
from MJount Lawley and other distant
subuirbs. They are earning perhaps only
12s. Oil., 15s,, or X1 a week, yet the Gov-
ernment expects them to pay full fare,
or to walk, while men, earning perhaps
£3 to £4 a week, who go to their work
up lo 8 o'clock, get the concession of half
fare. Is that in accordance with the
principles laid down in the Labour plat-
formn?

Mr. Foley: I do not see that we are
called upon to answer that? You do not
subscribe to the platform.

Mr. SMITH: I have previously re-
ferred to the profit made last year by the
Railways. On looking up the figures I
find that lip to date the Railways, over
and above interest, have earned a profit
uf a million and a half; that money has
been pitt into the consolidated revenue.

Mr. NeDo-wall: For how long?
Mr. SMTITH: Since the railwayiz

started t istead of putting that mone 'y
into conisolidaled revenue, I maintain we
should have created a reserve fund, and
that money should have been invested
in our own stock. Had that been dono.
we wouldJ not now recquire to draw on
consolidated revenue to make up for the
losses on the railways. I hope the Mfinis-
ter controlling the finances will take the

suggestion into consideration that when
we again have a profit from the railways
that profit should be put into a reserve
fund for a rainy day.

ilr. Meflowall : T suppose you know
that the greater portion of that profit
was provided by the Coolgardie line, be-
Core many of the other lines wvere started.

Hr. SMI1TH: I believe that is right.
With regard to the trading concerns, I con-
sider that most of them are rank failures.
Coming to State hotels, we are told that
they are paying. In fact, the Premier
says, "MINy oath! they are paying all
right." I would like to compare the re-
turns from State hotels with those from
private hotels. I am quite certain those
froni the Srtaie hotels are not nearly so
good as those received by private owners.
Personally, -I favour the State ownership
of hotels; let hon. members makze no
mistake shout that. I do object, however.
to the State getting down to the actual
beer-pulling business. Mly idea is that
State hotels should be leased by public
tender. If that course were adopted, the
revenue received from those hotels would
far outweigh the profits received to-day.
Further, the State would he enabled to
reap considerable pecuiniary advantage
in the shape of fairly large sums for in-
going. I would advocate short term
leases, say five years.

Arr. Foley: And the lessees would send
the hotels for all they were worth daring
their leases.

Mfr. SM]ITH: The Government have
their inspectors; and if the State hotels
were in the hands of private lessees, those
inspectors, I1 am quite certain, would be
a little more enthusiastic, to put it
mildlyv, in watching them than is the e
at present.

Mr. Taylor: Do you think the inspec-
tors are less vigilant in regard to State
hotels than in regard to private hotels?

MNr. SMITH : -While speaking of
licenses4, I wish to point out a means by
which the Government can obtain a con-
siderable amount of money, -which, I
understand, is what the Government
want. One often hears the successful
applicant for a license, when coming
away from the conrt, congratulating him-
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self and smacking himself on the chest
and saying, "This license is as good as
a couple of thousand in mny pocket."
Why should the commutnity present
any individual with a couple of thou-
sand pounds ? I say that if a
license is to be granted it should he
put up to public tender ; and if
that license is worth a couple of
thousand pounds, then the State
should receive that money. I think
the Government are losing an op-
portunity of deriving considerable rev-
enue from that quarter. Passing on now
to a trading concern in a different
category, I regret that the Government
are not doing more to assist the mining
industry by means of State batteries.
There is no doubt that the mining indus-
try is the one industry that is going to
lpull the country out of the hole it ins got
into. It is all very wvell to boost up the
agricultural industry; and I quite agree
with our friends of the Country party
that openingi up the country is a fine
thing, and that settling the people on the
laud is a fine thing. But to get the coun-
try out of the hole it is in, give me a
miningy boom. Therefore I say the Go-
ernment are not doing what they ought
to be doing in the direction of assisting
the mining industry. There is plenty of
scope for development in the mining
industry of Western Australia. Hon.
members know as well as I do that there
are thousands of cases of leases
taken up in the old days, 15 or
20 years ago, which were opened
up and then, simply because the
holders of those leases did not get five
ounces to the ton, were promptly aban-
doned. The M1ines Department have
gone to the trouble of publishing a book-
let which is an eyeopener on this point.
That boolet gives the names of such
leases, the number of tons of ore obtained
from them, and the returns. There is ai
deal of valuable information contained in
that booklet; hilt) unfortunately, the
Mine-s Department may almost he said to
he keeping that information to them-
selves. I admit that anybody who goes
uip to the 'Mines Department and asks for
a copy is furnished with one. But what

ire want is to disseminate that informa-
tion right throughout Australasia, to
showv everybody interested in mining that
there arc here leases which have produced
so many Ou~nces and are waiting to be
taken up again by anybody willing to
work then. 1 am prepared to go ev6n)
further. To anyone -willing to take uip
those leases, I would give a free railway
pass. to the locality; anid I would charge
no lease rent for the first year. Under
such conditions: I feel certain, we should
have a number of people taking up
abandoned leases, with the result that
our gold output would be considerably
increased, which, again, means the cir-
cirlation of a great deal of money; and
it is circulation of money this country
urgently needs.

Mr. Foley: flo you know one show in
this State that will go half an ounce to
the ton and is not worked 9 Do you know
of one such show that is lying idle in
nil this big State?

Mr. SMITH: There is any number of
shows lying idle.

Mr. Foley: Tell me one.
The CHATIMAN: Order!
M1r, SMITH: Another Government

enterprise which has come in for a cer-
tain amount of criticism in the course of
this debate is the State Savings Bank.
The Premier hinted that it was the in-
tention of his Government to effect a
transfer of the Savings Bank to the Fed-
eral Government. I am Strongly opposed
to transferring the management of our
local Savings Bank to Melbourne. Surety
we have had enough of management
from Mfelbourne to Satisfy US.

Mr. Male: Telephones.
Mr. SMITH: I think we have in this

State sufficient brains to manage a little
concern like the Savings Bank, and I do
niot see why we should transfer its man-
ag-ement to Melbourne. The figures quoted
by the member for Subiaco (Mir. B. J.
Stubbs) as indicating that the people de-
sired that transfer, were not convincing.
I think the bon, member drew a wrong
inference from the fact that there has
beeu a reduction in the amount of de-
posits with the local Savings Bank, as
ctompared with the Federal Savings Bank,
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Possibly, our local management wants a
little brushing up. Undoubtedly, the
Commonwealth Savings Bank is out for
business. I think most members recently
had put into their hands certain litera-
ture showing the advantages of deposit-
ing with the Federal Savings Bank. I
do not know whether the management of
that hank suspected hon. members of
haviiig any money to deposit; but, still,
they gave us the opportunity of deposit-
ing- it with them, and drew our attention
to the advantages of the Federal bank.
We have not, however, heard of the
manager of our local Savings Bank
reaching out for deposits in that manner.
I think that if a little more energy wvere
infused into the management of our bank
we should soon see a considerable in-
crease in the deposits of that institution.
The proposal to transfer our Savings
Bank to the Commonwealth is really,
from a, business point of view, utterly
absurd. It is admitted that our Savings
Banik is making a profit of £24,000 per
annum, and yet the Premier calmly sug-
gests that we should transfer that busi-
ness for nothing.

The Minister for Mines: Who said §o?7
j 'N1r. SMITH: Twenty-four thousand

pounds capitalised at five per cent, re-
presents nearly half a million sterling;
and yet the Premier proposes to give
away that business for no return. Cer-
tainty, hie is going to get 75 per cent, of
the deposits; but what about the deposits
from the local Savings Bank which have
been lent to our own people in the past?

Mr, Mu1'Dowall: They are still going
to be lent.

Mr. SMJITH: No. Of the deposit;, 75
per cent, is to go to the State Govern-
ment. and 25 per cent, to the Common-
wealth,

Mr. MeDowall: That applies only to
new deposits.

The Minister for Mines: You do not
understand the subject.

Mr. SMI THl: At all events the lend-
ing of money from the local Savings
Banik to our peop~le here has been a great
help' towards the development of the
State. The transfer of the management
to Melbourne would be a huge mistake.

We have heard a great deal about the
South-Wlestern district and its potential-
ities, There is no denying that the South
West of this country is capable of im-
mense development. The present Gov-
ernment and previous Governments have
spent considerable amounts of money
with a view to placing the dairying 'in-
dustry of the South-West on a proper
footing. But what do we find to-day?
After the expenditure of all that money
there is less butter and less cream being
produced in the South-West than was the
ease 10 years ago.

Mr. Green: What does that show 7

Mr. SMITH: It shows that something
is rotten in the state of Denmark. An-
other matter for complaint relates to the

spending by the Government of £3,000
in the importation of seed potatoes from
the Old Country. The Government were
going to make the South-West of W"est-
ern Australia the great centre for sup-
plying Australia and New Zealand with
pu~re seed potatoes. But what do we find
after two years' operations? The £3,000
have absolutely disappeared, and there is
not a seed potato to be got in the coun-
try.' Not one of the potatoes imported
from the Old Country is available now.

The Minister for Mines: You did
not expect those seed potatoes to be kept
for 12 months, surely?

Mr. S'MITHI: Another little matter
that the Government have overlooked,
and which was brought under my notice
recently, is the accommodation provided
for His Excellency the Governor at At-
baily. I' notice in the newspap~ers some
Vice-Regal complaints at the want of
accommodation at Albany. About two
years a go, I thjink, the Government spent
several thousand pounds in buying a
Vice-Regal residence at the southern port.
What has become of it?

The Minister fur Mfints: It is still thie
Vice-H egal residence.

Mr. SMITH: I think it must have
been pushed into the harbour. At any
rate, there is something wrong, or else
the Governor and Lady Barron could
have occupied the residence. If the Gov-
ernment have abandoned the idea of es-
tablishing a Vice-Regal residence at Al-
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hany, my advice to them would he to get
rid of the property and put the money
to some useful purpose. It is simply an
absurdity to bay an expensive residence
at a cost of thousands of pounds, to
house the Governor for perhaps a fort-
night once a year. and then not make use
of it.

The 1linister for Mlines: The residence
w;otuld be wore useful as a home for
worn-out politicians.

Yr, SMITH: The hon. gentleman will
be one of the first inmates.

The 'Minister for 'Mines: No doubt of
it. I am thinking of myself.

YA.r. SMITH: Now, as an instance of
the Government's financial management,
Jet us take their treatment of charitable
institutions. Ministers rush round, wvith-
out rhyme or reason, and apply the
pruning knife to every charitable insti-
tution in the country. Undoubtedly,
those institutions have done a consider-
able amount of good; and, moreover,
they have relieved the Government of a
great deal of work and expense. If those
institutions were not there to carry on
the work of charity, the Government
would hav-e to do it. Therefore, I main-
tain 'it is false economy to cut down in-
discriminately the grants to these insti-
tutions, with the inevitable result that the
Government will speedily find themselves
compelled to do a good deal of the
charitable work of the institutions in
question.

The Mlinister for Mines: What insti-
tutions do you refer tol

)Jr. S1I1TH: One is the Dulhi Gunyab
Orphanage, at Victoria Park, the sec-
retary of which lies; forwarded me a
letter giving some particulars of the
work of the inistitution-

We have 38 children in the home, for
22 of whom. we receive a subsidy of
10d. per day. The remainder are sup-
ported by public subscriptions. The
total receipts from the Government for
the support of the children for the
year ended 30th June, 1914, amounted
to £346 Ss. 4d. Public subscriptions
for thle same period amounted to £230
14s. 2312d. In addition, the Government
make a grant for eduication of £156

per annum. This goes to provide teach-
er's salary and school requisites; the
mission provides schoolroom. There
are three missionaries in the home, and
they are unpaid, theirs being volun-
tary service. This mission is unde-
nominational. The premises are the
property of the mission, and upon them
there is a debt of about £250. This is
about to be increased by a further £254)
by additions to the property, in the
building of a new dormitory to accom-
modate 12 children and a matron. The
contract was let on the 7th January,
1915, before we knew of the Govern-
ment's intention to cut down the sub-
sidy. Had we known this, we should
not have entered upon the responsi-
bilities. In consequence, we shall prob-
ably be involved in difficulties. The
least the Government could have done
was to give notice of their intention to
cut dou'n. As a mission, we consider, we
are doing a public service in caring for
these children and striving to educate
and train them into good citizens.

The Government allowed more thain half
the year to pass before they gave these
people to understand that their votes
were to be reduced. They allowed them
to go along onl the assumption that they
were goitig to receive the same amounts
as they had received in previous years,
and after having incurred liabilities, the
Government inform them that their
grants are to be reduced. So the liabili-
ties will remain on the hands of these
people. This is most unfair, and T trust
that the Government will see their way
to, at any rate for this year, pay the
amounts that they have been in the habit
of granting. That would be a fair and
just way of dealing with these bodies.
Another very deserving institution is the
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals. This institution has been in
the habit of receiving a small grant per
annum. They see that the sections of
the Criminal Code relating to cruelty to
animals are administered, and they in-
stigate prosecutions. and the fines which
result from those prosecutions go 'into
consolidated revenue. Thus, as the Gov-
ernment derive some benefit from the
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proceedings which are taken, I consider
that the society should be given the same
amount which it has received in the lpast.

The Mlinister for Ilines: The society
are getting mnore assistance from the
Government now than they ever received.

Mr. SMITH: That is ito argument.
'i secretary of the society informs me
that in Kalgoorlie theloother day a con-
tractor was fined £52 for causing several
nurses to be worked iii an unfit condition,
and that through the cases instituted by
the society, the Treasury has benefited to
the extent of about £200 per annum.' The
least tire Government carl do, therefore.
is to repay that amount of money to the
society. Thie) have done the work, arid
have been responsible for the imposition
of these fines, and they ought to collect
tire revenue.

The Minister for Mines: They are get-
Lmg, more help than they have ever had.
1 gave them a free railway pass over all
lines, anti they never had that previously.

Mr.' SUITH: That is very good of
the Minister, but it is a pity that he
should be undoing the good work he
began to do by cutting down the vote
now. The sum of £50 is of very little
help to the sortiety. The secretary also
iniforms me that there is another fact
which must not he lost sight of, and it
is that the society has about twelve hon-
orary ;nispeetors who act as special con-
stables, all of whom are liable to be called
upon for police duty at any time, and
that any niagistrate can direct such in-
speetors to make arrests for criminal
offences. Tn that way the honorary in-
spectors are doing State dirty, and t here-
fore the S.P.C.A. is tjie only paying
eliaritahle proposition which the Govern-
mient have. Before concluding my remarks,
I would like to refer to the scandalours
wvaste of public funds, in connection with
uppoinrtinents, and I eam referring mnore
particularly to the appoirtment of the
ex-Viflister for Lands (Mr. Bath) to a
seat on the Control of Trade Commis-
sion at tire enormous salary of £750 per
annum. Mr. Bath has been appointed to
,In somnething that could well have been
done by any ordinary member of the

ch ili service. Conrsidering the position
of die finances, that was nut ill-advised
appointment, to say the least of it. The
Premier told us the other night that if
the war was over in tire Coarse of a few
mionths, tie price of wheat would come
down. fi that ease there will riot he any
necessity to administer the Control of
Tradle Act, arid here we have the Gov-
erment making this appointment for 12
months.
. The Minister for ines: That is not

right, it has only been made at the rate
of £C750 per annum..

Mr. SMITH. The appointment then
can he cancelled at any time?

The Minister for Mines: Yes, when the
wyork is done.

Mr. SMITH: But the salary is some-
what over the odds. The work was pre-
viously done by Mr. Sutton, thre Conmmis-
siorner for the Wheat Belt, without airy,
extra remuneration, and I do not think
there was any necessity to appoint Mr.
Bath at this salary. Mr. Bath did not have
airy special qualification for the position.
T said at the ourtset that I intended to be
brief and as I si afraid I have occupied
more time than I intended to do, I shall
reserve any further remarks I may have
to make until we reach the items.

MUr. ALLEN (West Perth) [9.8]:
Speaking at this late stage, one is apt to
repeat something that other members have
said. That is a disadvantage one is placed
at, and T am afraid I shall be guilty of
tranrsgressing ir this direction because
several of the speakers have already taken
the wind out of my sails by referring to
somie of the matters which I had includer
in my notes. The leader of the Country
party prefaced his remarks the other
evening by saying that he had haed the
privilege of listening to two excellent
speeches, one from the Premier and thre
other from the leader of the Opposition.
After having heard the leader of the
Country party. T think we can say we
have listened to three excellent speeches
from the three different leaders. We also
hadl a speech from the membher for Bun-
hirry, who gave us some interesting infor-
nmation regarding railway fares and
freights in this State and in the old coun-
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try. Some of us were somewhat surprised
at the figures the lion. member quoted,
but he vonched that they were correct,
and one could not help thinking that there
was something inl his arguments, and he
concluded his remarks by saying that
raiway fares and freights were matters
for experts to deal with, The lion, mem-
ber was qunite right and I hope that those
in charge of the department will tae-
note of what he said and give the subject
some consideration. The member for
Nelson delivered an interesting address,
in which he dealt %yith the forests of the
State. I was surprised to hear him re-
mark that the commissioners who were ap-
,pointed to advise Parliament in regard to
the best means of farming had recoim-
mended the use of lime to a large extent,
but that unfortunately it was not pro-
curable. The bon. member then made the
astounding statement that a company with
a capital of £100,000 was here and ready
to start the development of lime deposits
to provide the farmers with that necessary
requisite, bat that the Government had
refused to grant them a concession. The
Government refused the concession even
though they were not prepared to develop
the deposits themselves. if there is one
thing that the State is languishing for to-
day it is new industries, and I think the
Government should rant concessions and
encourage them wherever possible. The
member for Nelson told us that the con-
cession was protected in every way fav-
ourable to the Government. The Govern-
ment were to ffix the price of lime, and
the conditions wvere such that I wonder
that there was anyone prepared to take
over the concession. T cannot help re-
ferring also to the loud and long speech
made by the memaber for Coolgardie (Mir.
TMeflowall) which the lion. member him-
self apitly characterised as the letting off
of steam. It is to he regretted that mem-
bers should come here to let off steam.
There is a thousand acre park not far
from here which is better adapted for
such a purpose.

Air. O'Loghlen: What are you doing
now?

Mr. ALLEN: I am trying to give an
intelligent exposition of the Estimates.

The member for Coolgardie gave us an
address on what might be termed the
goldfields versus the agricultural districts.
Ile sought to bolster up the goldfields,
and as he represents a gold fields caughit-
nency one cannot blame him. We all
recognise that the goldfields proved to he
the instrument which brought Western
Australia to the fore. The time, however,
is rapidly appros~hing when it will be
realised that Western Australia possesses
agricultural lands second to nione in the
Corninon wealth. The member for Cool-
gardie supplied us with railway figures,
and I too can quote figures for that hou.
miember's information showing the ap-
proximate results of the working of some
of the railways to the 30th June, 1914.
On page 93 of the report of the Commis-
sioner of Railways we find that the gold-
fields district railways for that year
showed a loss of £32,928, whilst the loss
on the agricultural railways was £27,341,
a total loss of £60,273.

Air. McDowell: Where did you get
those figuresI

Mr. ALLEN: From the Railway Com-
missioner's report.

Air. MeDowall: You have not read
them correctly.

Mr. ALLEN: From the remarks of the
hon, member one would have thought the
railways of the goldfields were paying
practically for everything. I want to
remind 'the imember for Coolgerdie that
when gold is taken out of the ground it
cannot be replaced. In the agricultural
areas the golden grain can always be
produced provided Providence gives us
the necessary rain. We must admit that
on agriculture the future of the State
will depend, bitt of course I am hopeful,
with others, that new goldields will be
discovered, and that they will prove to be
equal to those found in the past. 1 am
in great sympathy with the farmers in
their present difficulty. The Government
have sought to blame the farming com-
munity to some extent for the position
of the State to-day, but we should all
extend to them our sympathy for the diffi-
culties they find themselves in on account
of the drought. The drought which we
have experienced during the past three
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years was anticipated to some extent, and
knowing what the position was likely to
be, the Government should have hus-
banded their resources and been more
guarded in their expenditure. The State'.,
position to-day, I anm prepared to admit.
is to some extent due to the drought, hut
not to the war. As some honl. members~
have pointed out,'- we have not felt to
any great extent the effect of the war, but
we shall do so. We are, however, feeling
more the result of the administration of
the Government. I do not wish to indulg-e
in carping criticism, but I would rem in.
the Premier and his colleagues that for
the past three years we on this
side of the House have been warning
them of what the result of their actions
would be. They, however, refused to take
any advice from us. This Parliamnt uip
to recently was a Parliament of practic-
ally one party only, the p~arty from the
trades hail, and only discourteous treat-
ment was meted out to those who criti-
cised the actions of the Government.
While wve on this side took our share of
the responsibility, that was only a small
share, because time Government had a
free hand and a, big majority and they
did practically what they liked. We
shall feel the ill effects of the war in
the future, but possibly this great nat-
tional crisis will bring with it some bles-
sing. Australia has had periods of great
prosperity, and we have never been
troubled with anything in the nature of
wvar. We have produced great wealth all
over Australia, yet to-day we find that
an unemployed problem exists every-
where,

'Ar. B. J. Stubbs: What is the cause
of it?.

Mr. ALLEN: The people have not
been thrifty enough, and now that we are
faced with difficulties everyone rushes
to the Government for assistance. While
I synmpathise with those who find them-
selves in predicament;, I think some
good will come out of it all, because the
people will learn from it the lesson of
thrift. We do not yet fully realise what
our position really is. While our coun-
trymen are fighting for our existence, we
here are immune from danger, but I am

afraid we do not appreciate the true
position, but in the near fututre we shall
do so. Parliament last night was asked
to do something in a small way to show
tire Outtside public that wve are sincere in
our desire to contribute with others to-
wards the national revenue and the re-
lieving of the financial strain. The rail-
way man's time has now been reduced
to 44 hours, and of necessity his wages
have been reduced also. How much time
do we put in? About four months in the
year. Last night we were prepared to
make some sacrifie-not; necessarily in
accordance with the terms of the motion
as moved by the member for Perth (Ron.
J. Di. Connolly) which, however, might
easily have been amended-but the mat-
ter was taken out of our hands and -the
opportunity was missed.

Tire CHAIRMA-N: The hon. member
is not in order in referring to a motion
already dealt with.

Mr. ALLEN: I a~m sorry. I notice that
the estimated revenue for the cur rent
year is £5,307,782, and the expenditure
£5J,047,075, showing a deficiency of
£339,893. Seeing the position we are
facd with one would have thought that
every attempt would be made to
economise in all directions. Yet if we
look through the differenit departments
we find incidental items, such as postage,
stationery, travelling, inspection, sur-
vey, services rendered by departments,
entertaining distinguished visitors, Min-
isterial and Parliamentary trips, and the
rest-

The CHAIRMAN: The bon. member
is not in order in referring to items at
this stage.

Mr. ALLEN: I have no wish to refer
to any one item, hut in the aggregate the
items uinder "Incidental" total nearly
£100,000. Included in these are such
items as the Agent General's Depart-
ment, and the London Agency. We find
there provision for a new motor car,
£710, and for entertaining, £300. Surely
in view of the seriousness of the posi-
tion these items could have been left
out. The Agent General's Department
is a very costly one, amounting as it
did last year to ;E6,287, notwithstanding
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which there is hidden away in another
place one little item of £ 602 which it cost
the State to have tire pleasure of seeing
the Agent General's face for a couple of
months. It is a pretty big item, seeing
that hie was out here for only a couple of
months. The return trip could have
been done for £120.

The Minister for Mines: You do not
suggest that the en-leader of the Liberal
party is extravagant?

Mr. ALLEN: I merely suggest that
this item is considerably wore than it
oughlt to he, costing as it did last year
£6,287.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Some of that
was for immigration.

Mr. ALLEN: No. none of it, but it
includes £E602 for the Agent General's
trip out here. The Commonwealth is re-
presented in London by Sir George Reid,
and I think. thle timie has arrived when
we as a State should have a commercial
agent rather than an Agent General.

The Miister for Mines: He is a com-
mercial agent also.

MrT. ALLEN: Well, the department is
far too costly for us in the present cir-
cumistances. We require to find new mar-
kets for a great deal of our produce,
our old markets having been disturbed
by the war, and we should have a good
commercial agent in London to open up
those fresh inarkets for us.

Hon. .1. D. Connolly: He is doing that
to-day.

M1r. ALLE N: But it is costing us too
mnneb. South Australia has in London
a man attending to her requirements aft
far less cost. indeedI do not think that
any of the Agent Generals representing
the other States costs nearly so much
as ours. While in view of the terrible
position which we are faced we should
be casting about for practical economies
we are actually increasing expenditure.
Thme Government have asked for sugges-
tions, but when we offer them they are
for the most part ridiculed. To come to
the question of the Government motor
car service-

The Mlinister for Mines: 'Now for a
statesmanlike policy.

Mr. ALLEN: Hon. members do not
like me touching upon tisi service. I
once called for a return in regaird to it,
and my motion met with a very poor re-
ceptiou. The Government motor car er-
vice is costing £2,042 per annum. it
does not sound much, but there is another
item of £C1,800 which is transferred to
other departjnents. I think that at a time
like the present one is perfectly justified
in calling attention to these items. Wher-
ever one goes the outside public are ask-
ing, -"What is Parliament doing to econo-
wise" and "What are the Government
doing to economnise?" Yet we see motor
ears galore rushing Ministers round about
the place. Surely to goodness at such a
time the trains and the railways should
he g-ood enough even for Ministers, who
in the circumstances ought to be content
with what has to content others. It
seems there is a new ear to be purchased
at the cost of £935. Last year the wages
and overtime for motor cams east £1,121.
It is all very well La laugh, but these fig-
ures tot up in the aggregate.

Mr. MeDowall: You would do away
with thesqe things altogether,

Yr. ALLEN: They could be done away
with very largely. Why should we not
let the men on the rank have a chance if
a motor ear be required?

Mr. Wisdom. The whole thing could he
done by contract.

Mr. ALLEN: it regard to the tram-
wvay%, I have oil previous occasions asked
that the time for the use of workers'
ticketsN should be extended to 9 o'clock in
order that shop girls going to office might
have the same privilege as the men and
secure a return ticket for 3d. It is a
very reasonable request. Many girls do
not have to be at office until 9 o'clock
while 8.45 a.nm. is the time for large num-
bers, of shop girls, On two occasions I
have asked for this concession and been
refused, notwithstanding that I thought
the Minister would have jumped at the
opportunity of granting the request, es-
pecially seeing we are told that the trains
represent anything but a losing proposi-
tion. When we reach the item I propose
to test the feeling of the Commititee as to
the reasonableness of my request. Again,
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the other morning a crowded traomear
bound to the City went past the corner
of Colin-street at two minutes to eight
o'clock. Several men with workers'
tickets were waiting to board the car, but
could not get on. There was no other car
for three or four minutes, by which timo
the hour had passed. When the next car
did come the conductor refused to allow
these men to travel on their tickets, ex-
plaining that it could not be done after S
o'clock. I suggested to him that in the
circumstances he might reasonably accept
the tickets, but he said it was, not to be
thought of. I really think that to meet
such a ease the conductors should be al-
lowed some little discretion. The service
through WVest Perth is not of the best,
Subiaro having the first call on the trams,
with the result that frequently the cars
are loaded up before West Perth is
reached. I suggest to the Premier that
hie take this into consideration and give
the conductors some latitude in reg-ard to
workers' tickets or, alternatively, extend
the lime; for it is mnanifestly unfair
that because the one car cannot take a
passenger, he should be refused the con-
cession on the next car. Apart from this,
the servic on the Hay-street West line
is most unsatisfactory, and there is little
room for doubt that the Government arc
losing hundreds of pounds per annum.
through people having to walk into the
City.

The Minister f or Nines: Now that we
have the tramway poet back it will be all
right.

1N.:r. ALLEN: In regard to tile public
service. I hope that if the Government
cannot see their way to immediately pay-
ing the £4,000 represented by the appeal
board's award they will not repudiate
it altogether.

'Mr. MeDowall: Just now you wonted
to reduce everything.

Mr. ALLEN: This is an honourable
obligation which cannot be reduced. The
lion. member refused to have his salary
reduced last night. If the Government
cannot pay this money at once, let them
give the public service an assurance that
it will be paid in course of time, with
some small interest added. The high cost

of administration of the service has al-
ways been commented upon. The public
service has grown enormously, but it is
going to be very much greater if the
Government coniitie their policy of
State enterprise, for the time will come
whien we will all be State servants, al-
though there is no denying that the same
results cannot -be obtained froin State
service as from private service. In re-
gard to workers' homes I was at one time
a supporter of the scheme because I be-
lieved it would supply a legitimate want
of the working man. I did not imagine
that it was going to provide for a man.
drawing- £300 or £400 a year. IUfor-
tunately, I think we have missed the mark
with this workers' homes scheme. We
should have had, as in South Australia,
a scheme for the provision of workmen's
blocks.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: To grow grass on?

Mr. ALLEN: Yes, for the hon. mem-
ber to eat. It is good food for asses.
Working men's blocks would have been
of more advantage to the workers of the
State. We could have given the worker
an acre of land for a few pounds, erected
on it a decent jarrah cottage for a couple
of hundred pounds, and provided him
with a water service; and thus advan-
taged lie could have grown his vegetables
and fruit, and kept his fowls, his ducks,
his bees, and even his cow, as they do in
South Australia. He could have supp)lied
ample for his own requirements and a
little over for safe. It is not even too
late now for the Government to consider
the question, and sea whether it would
not be wise to amend the present Act
and go in for workers' blocks ratier
than workers' homes. A good deal has
been said in regard to the Electoral De-
partnent and the state of the rolls. With
some of the remarks respecting the
stuffng of rolls I have no sympathy. In
my own electorate there were twice ar
many names on the roll as three years be -
fore, but I did not believe that names
lhad been stuffed on the roll for any par-
ticular purpose. I would not give cre-
dence to such a suggestion and I bad a
sufficiently good opinion of my old clee-
ore then outside my district to believe
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chat they would not attempt to
wrongly. But I cannot understan.
(lie 'West Perth roll came to be ii
a condition. I can quite underat
happening in some of the other di
because many names were tram
from the Federal rolls, but the
dories of the West Perth electors
practically identical with those c
particular subdivision of the I
district of Perth, and I cannot
stand how those 3,000 odd names ce
appear upon01 the roll. I have be
vited to inspect the working of th(
toral Department and I intend to
but apparently there was soinethinj
cally wrong when such a state of
could occur- The Government ci
good deal of credit for what the,
aeeomiphhed in the way of State
pirises. For my -part they are w
lo all the credit, because I can
that State enterprises have brought
any very great benefit. The P
has told us, that they have open
fresh avenues of employment, ba
I ask, could they do so? They
simply bad the effect of divertin,
fromn one avenute and placing th
another, and we aire really taxinj
le for revenue with whic
bring about their own downfall.
not the duty of any Government to
a proliey causing people to provi
vepry wreapon with which to bring
their own destruction. it may t
that State enterprises have not hi
effect, but I could give illustrati
prove that such has been the
What we in Western Australia
mnure than ever is to encourage c
ists to come here and to encoura-
ple to invest their money in our
tries. Never had the State such
port~inity as will be presented wl
war is over to open alp newv id
but what inducement is there for
to do so when (lie Government DIu
iii. set up opposition and tax th(
the money with which to bring
their downfall. I have indicatei
than one direction in which the (
inent could effect economies. I"
the Government will give serion
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vote sideration to the suggestions which bave
d why heen offered, I do not know. The Gov-
i suelb erment have suggested the idea of in-
and it creased taxation, but it would be better
stricts, if the Government first effected econo-
;ferred miieq.
boun- M..r. Thomas.. Howe

te are Mr. ALLEN: A sum of £C100,000 is
rf thisz provided for incidentals, travelling ex-
'ederal penses, poslages, wood, fuel and clean-
under- ing. Surely these item could he cut
&Me to down considerably.
ien in- The Minister for Mines: Incidentals
llec- are just a49 necessary as many other

do so, items.
z radi- Mr, ALLEN: There are many itemns
things which could be considerably reduced if
aim a the Governmnent were inL earniest.

have 'Mr. Thomas: Let uis have them.
enter- Mr. ALLEN : The Chairman would

elcorne not permit me to deal wvith items now,
ot see but at lie proper time I will do so. I
about have pages of them prepared in readi-

renner ness.
ed up Mr. 'Vhomas: Who wrote theme out for
thoir, you?7
have The Minister for Mitnes: The Daily

g men News,?
em in IMr. A LL UNX: That is a rather imper-
g peo- ti n eut question. I lhars never asked who
!h to wvrote the bon, member's speeches for

It is him.
adopt Mr. Thomas: I do not write them.

do the Mr. ALLEN: No, the hon. member
about learins them off like a parrot. It is the

ie said aly of the Government to economise,
id thk- and many instances have been given to
ous to show wvhere economies could be effected.
result. It is all ;'eryv well to blame the farmers'

wvant arrears of rent anid the drought for the
spital- present position of affairs, but the Gov-
,e POO- erment must accept their share of the
indus- blame. Before we give them tens of

an op- thousands of pounds more to expend, the
ien the Government should indicate where they
ustrics, are prepared to effect economies Let
people them start with themselves, with the
iy step) motor ears. The publia, will think none
,m for the less of them for it. Labour mem-

about hers used to criticise the Liberal Govern-
Imore meat for flying around in motor cars.

r'rovern- At that time they possessed only one, hut
T'hether to-day there is a garage full of them end
s eon- a big staff is employed, and this year the
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cost will be £2,000 odd. In addition,
£1,800 has been transferred to other
departments, and if the vote is exceeded
as was the case last year, motor cars will
probably cost the State this year £6,000
or £:7,000.

Air. Thomas: Do not they save time
o'nd expense?

Mr. ALLEN:- Yes, but there is a rank
of motor cars on the stand in Perth. Is
it necessary to have a motor ear to con-
vey the Premier from his home to the
office every morning? I have to ride in
a train ear.

Mir. Thomas. Your time is not of so
much importance.

Mir ALLEN: Judging by results, I
should say it is of very much greater ii-
portance. The big overdraft of the Gov-
ernment is frightening people out of the
State and it is up to the Government to
economise. If the Government tackled
the question seriously, they could bring
about qpnsiderahle economies before
talking of providing for fresh taxation.
My sympatbies~are more wvith the farmn-
ers who are contending with the drought
than with the Government who attribute
(he cause of their financial troubles to the
drought. No doubt the drought is re-
sponsible to a small extent, but it is
largely their own mismanagement which
has brought about their present trouble.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM (Greenough)
[9.35]: So much as already been said
during this discussion that little new
ground remains to be covered. When the
sess;ion opened, we were told that no con-
tenious legislation would be introduced,
but that measures would be brought for-
ward necessary to assist the people and
keep the wheels of industry moving.
There was an almost unanimous desire
on the part of members that for the time
lbeing the political hatchet should be
buried and we should do our best to pull
the country through the troublous times
confronting it. The present is a critical
time in the history not only of Austra-
lia but also of the world. 'Most of the
great nations of Europe are engaged in
a life and death struggle. Our Empire is
a party to that struggle, and we are
likely to feel severely the shook and

strain of it. We have just experienced
one of the severest droughts ever known
in Australia. At present we are feeling
the pinch of the drought more than the
shock of the war but during the current
year we shall feet the stress most sever-
ely. Touching the financial affairs
of the State, there are two mat-
ters which cause us deep concern,
firstly our indebtedness and secondly
our deficit. The one is largely respon-
sible for the other, because we have a
large interest Bill to pay. Our indebted-
ness is chiefly due to the progressive
public works policy adopted in the past.
Railways are largely re 'sponsible for our
indebtedness, but as railways arc the
principal factor in the development of
the country, the money we have expended
for their construction hats been justified.
Owing to indifferent seasons since many
of these railways were built, we have not
derived that measure of benefit w-hich
was expected when we undertook their
construction, but with a return of normal
seasons we should experience the fllI
benefit from. oar expenditure on rail-
wvays. It has been said that a few years
ago the Government increased the salary
of railway employees from Ss. to 9s. a
day and thus increased the costof running
and thus increased the cost of running
thle department by something like
£112,000 per annum. Some people -were
of opinion at the time that it would be
necessary to increase railway fares and
freights in consequence, and others con-
sidered that the great amount of develop-
ment in the country for which the rail-
ways were largely responsible would lead
to such an increase in the volume of
trade, that thle augmented earnings of the
department would prove sufficient to more
than meet thle extra running cost. I have
heard very, few people contend that the
increase should not have been granted,
and I contend that 9s, is only a fair day's
pay for those responsible for the working
of our railways. A large amount of
loan money has been expended to develop
our industries This is a vast country and
if we arc true to our citizenship we must
do something towards developing it, and
the best thing we can do is to encourage
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our primary industries, If we bad to
wait until we were in a position to pro-
vide ihis mo'ey out of revenue, our pro-
gress Would be indeed slow. Therefore,
1 do not regret the expenditure. we have
incurred to promote the advancement of
our- primary industries. When normal
seasons return anid the shock and strain
of war are felt no more, wve shall realise
the full benefits front this expenditure.
Good roads prove a great aid to the
development of our primary industries,
anid the Government in the past have
provided fair subsidies for their upkeep.
The construction of new railways entails
thle construction of new roads, becauise
when a line is built through new areas.
the old roads generally fall into disuse
and new ones have to he made to give
access to the sidings. When new lines
open uip new districts, thle settlers who
lake up land are exempted from rates
for a time, and so roads boards are de-
pendent upon the Government subsidies
for the funds with which to construct
roads. I can q1ute understand thie action
of the Government in cutting this years

su~iisdown by 5t0 per cent. We have
been asking the Government to effeut
economnies during the present stringeni
period, and while it wtas perhiaps xiee;-
sary to reduce the roads hoardl
subsidies, I hope Ii iwill not be
long before the full am-ount is again
forthcoming, Some members have
complained about the vote for parks
and gardens being cut down by £300.
There are no parks and gardens in the
electorate T have thre honiour to represent.
lbut that is no reason why I should say
there shall not he parks and gardens in
other parts of thle State. I think these
heauty spots and pleasure resorts are
very necessary. The complaint in regard
to cutting down the vote is a niatter that
1. am prepared to leave for settlement be-
tween hon. members representing- elector-
ates. in thle metropolitan areas and the
Gyovernmnt. While on this snhjieet I
may say I do think that other parts
of the State are entitled to some consi-
deration in this respect as well as the
metropolitan area. The people of North-
ampton, which is one of the oldest town-

ships in the State and around which
there is a great deal of agricultural set-
Ilement, have no pleasure resort at all.
They are not asking the Government for
a grant for a pleasure resort in the shape
of parks and gardens, but they are ask-
ing for a grant. to enable them to con-
struct a road to the beach. The beach is
their only pleasure resort, It is also a
place from which they derive their fish
Supplies.

The Mfinister for Works: We will eon-
sider that when money becomes freer.

Mr, (CUNNINGHAM : I amn glad to
hear thle remark of the Mtinister for
Works. I believe he is sympathetic in
this matter and will do what he can in
regard to it. There is a sumi of over
£2.000 voted for parks and gardens in
the metropolitan area. I believe also, the
Government are goinig to some expense
iii providing the people in the metropoli-
tant area with a fish supply. Tglerefore, in
the circumstances, I think that the re-
qt~e~r of the people of INorthamplhn for a
prat of £800 for constructing a road to
the beach is only a reas'onable one, he-
cau~se it is only a request that will come
once in regard to that particular subject.
We have heard a great deal wvith regard
to the State Savings Ranik. I think that
institution has proved, and will prove, of
advantiage to the State. It is an institu-
tion from which the Government can der-
ive prTOfit. and more profit than they can
derive from most of their trading con-
cernts. T also hear that it is likely that
lte overnment will come to some ar-
rangement with the Federal Government
with a view to transferring the State
Savings Rank. One of the grounds for
taking uip that attitude is that we cannot
very well have a State Savings Banik to-
gether with a Federal Savings Banik, that
these two banks are run by the same
rieople, and are run in opposition to each
other, one by the Federal Government.
and one by the State Government. In
private business, we find that there are
(lie associated banks running in opposi-
tion to each other, and they all seem

saifedenugh with thle profits they are
miak-ing. Therefore, I think, we should
he very careful before we transfer our
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State Savings Bank to the Federal
authorities.

",\r. Taylor: You are not in favour of
the transfer.

The M-Ainister for Works: He is In
favour of anything that we can get most
money from.

Mr. CUNYKINGRAM: My personal
opinion is that the matter shouild be very
tarefully considered with a view to the
best possible bargain being made for the
State.

1Mr. Taylor: The best bargain for the
State is to keep the savings bank.

The Minister for Works: That is
questionable.

Mir. CUNNIN"GHAM: With regard to
the Moratorium Act, there are many
people in my electorate who have ap-
proached me with a view to bringing
pressure to bear upon the Government
and having the Act proclaimed. I have
mnade inquiries and find that the procla-
mation of this Act, although it may help
iii some way, in other ways wonld, per-
haps, create hardship, and we find that
the Government very wisely have delayed
its proclamation until they consider that
its application would be justified in the
interests of the State. At the present
juincture I am quite prepared to accept
thea explanation given in that connection.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Yon do not think
it is justified to-day.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: From the point
of view of the farmer I should say it is
justified. but there may be other points
of view which will have to be considered
also. I believe if other measures ore in-
troduced they will be the means of giv-
ing the farmers the assistance they re-
quire without inflicting any hardship on
others. We have heard a lot about taxa-
tion and economy during the last few
weeks. We were told last night that the
farmers owed the Government something
like £400,000. I. believe there is a good
deal owing on land rents. But the farm-
ers are not to blame, and I think the Gov-
erment are to be commended for the as-
sistance they have rendered to these
people, We know that if the country is
to be prosperous every industry must be
helped in every possible way. I wish to

give credit where credit is due, and I
think the Government are deserving of
credit for the efforts they have made
during the session to go to the assistance
of the farmers. I only hope that they
will also give assistance to other indus-
tries, particularly the mining and timiber
Industries. We find that people in the
Geraldton district are hampered in their
ruining operations for want of a market.
We take up the papers and find that the
maurket price of ore is high enough to
enable them to tarry on their business
at a profit, if only they could find a
market. I understand that the Govern-
ment are making every effort to find a
market for this ore, and are prepared to
make advances against it to enable pros-
pectors and others to keep going. I hope
that course of action will he brought
about and believe, if it is successful, that
it will mean that many of our pepole wifll
be kept in employment and that the
money which would he constantly turned
over would prove a benefit to the State
generally. We have had the pleasure re-
cently of hearing reports from various
parts of the State that the rainfall has
been very general iniland. This renders
the pastoral industry practically safe for
the next twelve months at any rate. T
believe that those rains will be continued
and that the drought has already broken
uip. It has been my experience that when
we got good rains inland they are gen-
erally followed up by a run of good sea-
sons, In my opinion that will he the ease
in this instance. I have faith in the coun-
try, and if our indebtedness is rather
high I think we should not be alarmed at
the fact. 'Most of our mnoney has been
spent in Promoting the development of
our industries, and in opening uip our
country by means of railways, and whben
wve can get a run of normal seasons we
shoild be able to derive such benefit as
to meet our obligations without any
trouble. With reg-ard to the question of
taxation this is not a time when the peo-
pla can bear great burdens in this re-
spect. If increased taxation is necessary
I think it should be applied in a -way
that will cause it to be felt as little as
possible. It is dime that we studied
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economy as far as we can. I think that
enough has already been said on the
question of econoiny without it being
netessary for me to take up any more of
the limue of the House on the point. I
think our indebtedness and our deficit are
rather-large but that the time will come
when we shall he able to wipe that off.
Let us, have patience, and let us not,
through any feeling of panic, place undue
burdens upon our people. Let us go
steadily whilst we are passing throug
a time of stringency and whilst we are
feeling the pinch of drought and th
shock of war. I feel sure that in a few
years all will come right.

Air. HARD WICK (East Perth)
[0.55]: It is not my intention to tax
thle patience of thle House at anly length
at this juncture, realising as I do that
the Government are having a very
anxious time, In my opinion they are
beginning to wear a very anxious look.
It will, therefore, perhaps be unfair for
me to criticise them too much at this par-
ticular time. It is perhaps a matter for
congratulation-and it is also consoling
to the Opposition-that the Government
are not. adopting that cavalier attitude
whichi characterised them during the last
session. It is just as wvell. that they are
not, because the thought expressed
through the ballot box at the last election
has no doubt had some influence in that
direction. It has provided rather an
item of ainusenient for this corner of the
House to have noticed from time to time
the expressions of eulogy -which have
emanated from inany hon. members of
the other side of the House in respect of
the leader of the Counitry party (Mr.
James Gardiner). They have been rather
extravagant in their expressions con-
cerning him, aud have been constantly
heaving political bouquets upon him. I
do not know the reason for it, neither
am I going to make any effort to deter-
mine them. It somewhat impressed ray
imagination-

11r. Heitman: Your what?

Mr. HARUDWICK : That they arq
like some shipwrecked mariners, who
were sending out wireless messages in
the hope that some friendly allies would

come to their assistance and take them
off the rocks before they were torpedoed.

The Premier: How' could you torpedo
a boat that was on a rock? Your naval
knowledge is deficient.

Mr. Taylor: You should go to Ned-
lands to gain some nautical knowledge.

MAr. IIARflWICK: The Honorary
Minister the other evening expressed the
opinion, rather in an undertone, that lie
did not like criticism; that it was rather
nasty. The Government, and the Hon-
orary Minister in particular, ought to
welcome fair and honest criticism as some.
means of providing suggestions for im-
provemoent. Of course the great monster
that is causing so much anxiety and
alarm throughout the State is thle deficit
of a million. I think I may remark--

The Minister for Works: Have you
felt the effect of it?

Mr. HARD WICK : That if this mil-
lion defi cit was only a dream or a de-
lusion we could be a happy community,
but such is not the case. It is a reality,
and anl extremely grave one at that, Mky
particular complaint against the present
administration--

The Premlier: Don't forget I am
President of the Million Club.

Mr. HARDWICK: I promised the
Premier I would not be too caustic in mny
criticism. They will not find in me the
individual who has supplied the last
straw that -vill break the camel's back.
Therefore, I will not he too caustic in my
criticism,

Yr. Thomas: Tan are a fairly sub-
stantial straw.

MUr. HARD WICK : Mly complaint
against thme administration is that they
have never made any genuine effort since
they took hold of the reins of adminis-
tration to -bring their expenditure within
their revenue. They have rushed right
ahead in a reckless manner, regardless of
the principles of economic law and the
needs of the situation. They have gone on
in this reckless manner, and like our
great hearted friend, Micawber, are
now waiting for something to turn
up. There is a lot of important mat-
ters whichi 1 would like to have
touched upon to-night, but for the fact
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that I promised the leader of thq
House not to speak at any length. If
you will permit me, Sir, I would like
to make a comparison with past adminl-
istrations aud the preseat adiministratiou.
,We have had a Labour Administration
am possession of the Treasury benches for
practically four years. Let us review the
progress of the State for the past 20
years, since the inception of the Cool-
gardie goldfield. We have heard a lot
about the unsatisfactory administration
of Liberal Governments. Liberal candi-
dates were described on some platforms
during the election of three years ago as
political robbers and pickpocket;, as birds
of prey of unequalled rapacity. Practi-
cally every corner post and every decom-
posed and rotten log from Fremantle to
Midland Junction lahzoned forth thd
ultimatum, "Vote for Labour and honest
politics." We hear from almost every
member of the Notise how great this
country is, how great are its potentiali-
ties and possibilities, bow capable it is
of achievement. if we go back in our
history it will he found that during 18 of
those years the country has been under a
Liberal Government, and for four years
under a Labour Administration. Seven
or eight years ago the Labour party came
into power for the first time. On that
occasion they were in ollice 11 months,
and I do not think it can be successfully
denied that those 11 months, which have
been designated the "mark time period,"
comprised one of the worst periods in the
hiistory of goverunet in this State. That
Labour Government was followed by a
Liberal Administration, and during their
tcerm the country progressed steadily un-
til three years ago, when a Labour Gov-
ernment again came in. Things then
slumped once more, despite the fact that
millions of revenue and loan money were
being spent. It may possibly be only a
coincidence that the country slumped
under a Labour Government seven years
ag~o, and again slumped during the past
three years under a Labour Government.
This is shown if a comparison be made.
leaving out the last year which was a bad
season, and comparing the three immedi-

ately preceding years with the last three
years of the Liberal Administration.
During the three Labour years the coun-
try produced probably double the quan-
tity of wheat that it did during the bib-
Oral term.

The Preinier; Because of the increased
area uinder cultivation. While you were
talking we were working.

Mr. HARDWICK: In my opinion the
de pression to-day is largely due to the
tact that the Government have entered
upon a numbcr of trading concerns. I
know it has been pointed out that the
sumn expenderd on capital in those trading
uoncerns is infinitesimal when compared
with the total deficit of one million. But
what good have they donie?

R-on. R1. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) :They provided employment
for over 400 men at Rocky Bay.

Mr, HARDWVICK; Quite so- But you
could put 400 men to work to-morrow on
Mt. Eliza with equal advantage to the
State. I desire to point out that there can
be only one end to the financial drift, it
mneans eventual bankruptcy when money
is spent without any~rcturn. Against ex-
pert advice the Government have rushed
into these thing,%, without any desire for
economic trading. The result is that when
lhcy are brought into direct competition
with business people it is not the amunt
of capital put into the business ventures
which is causing the trouble, but the
direct interference 'which it causes with
commerce in many directions. Such in-
terference causes business to slump, and
the effects are far-reaching. I believe
that two or three local firms were about
to start when the Government stepped in
with the people's capital and prevented
it. I think it is time the Government
should take a.pull With their Sate enter-
prises. I think they must admit that
they have ventured upon tradlrng eon-
carns without advantage to the State.
When the large amount which has been
expended hoth from revenue and loan is
considered it is difficult to understand
why the deficit is so large.

Hlon. R. HM Underwood (Honorary
Minister): flow much has been spent?
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Mr. HARDWICKi: About twenty-four
millions.

Hon. R?. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : On trading concerns

Mr. HARDWICK: How can I tell You
when the Government will1 not provide
us with a balance sheet? I am certain
the hon. member himself does not know.

The Minister for Mines : Less than
£:400,000.

Mr. HARDIWICK: That may be
right but I would not like to vouch for
it. 1. wish now to refer to a statement
made by the Premier that it was intendedl
to spend £7,000 per month in the erection
of workers' homes. In the same issue of
the newspaper in which that statement
appeared there also appeared an ad-
vertisement, intimating that the Govern-
ment had a dozen or more houses to let
in differe-nt parts of the City. That ex-
penditure has also had this effect upon
the progress of the Stare, because while
the expenditure Oni w~trfters' noines has
probably resulted it, making some work-
ers comfortable, which t do niot envy, 1
think it has been overdone, and the time
has arrived when tie Government should
stop spending loan money on workers'
homes and wait till the tide turns.

Mr. B. 3. Stubbs: I1t is; a reproductive
expenditure, is it not?

Mtr. HARD WIC(R: In my opinion the
Government have had to yield ton nmu'i
to the organised affiiated bodies. go
doubt the Government's intentions art!
good, and if they were untrammelled by
the organisations and allowed to pursue
their policy, probably results to-day
would have been better. The Government
cannot deny that in certain directions
they have had to yield to the influences
of organised bodies.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: The Chamber of
Mines.

Mr. HARDWICK: No; you know the
organised bodies to which I refer. I
wish now to refer to a matter of local
concern in my own electorate, the pollu-
tion of the Swan river. It must be ad-
miffed that the septic tank system has
-proved a failumre, because when the loea-
tion of the tank was decided upon the

small rise and fall in the river, somne four
or five inches only, was not taken into
account. Mly objection is niot to the tank
itself bnt to the pollution of the river.
The mutd banks have become polluted and
so has the atmosphere. I reggiet that
provision has not beeni made on the Esti-
mates whereby, the Government mnight,
durring the coming- season, remove some
of those mud banks, which might be car-
ried down the stream. and thle people of
Crawley given at taste of what we have
to put upI with in Last Perth. I desire
before conclu1ding to Point out how neceS-
sarv it is iii my opinion that all section.
(of the H~ouse should work amicably. At
thle present time there is particular need
for th1is. 9111 before thle 0overnmenlt go'
into rercss I should like to see some
arrangemjent arrived at tinner which the
leader of the Opposition and the leader
of the ('ountry party might during recess
be consulted by the Government-no.
necessaril, that their advice he acted upon
r-but consulted on matters of importance.
flowerer, we must realise our position;
becauise ait the present thieu-if we are to
take any notice of the mutilated, cen-
sored c-s blegrams which reach us-we
must natu rally conclude that the states-
mnen of the Motherland find the tension
very high. Even at the present moment,
for all we know, our national supremacy
ituss poissibly he threatened, In conclu-
sion, I desire to say that Europe is now
ablaze, iii conflagration, and that its soil
is being fertilised by the blood of inno-
cenit natinns. Let us hope, then, that He
who guides aunT directs. the destinies of
nations will smite ouir enemies, and cliat
Australia's sons will not be sacrificed
upon the battle field.

Tile PREMIER (Hon. J. Seaddan-
Brownhul-Ivauthoe--in reply) [10.16] :
I think it is something approaching three
weeks since I delivered may financial
statement to this Chamber, and at di-
vers times since that evening we have
had from various parts of the Chamber
speeches supposed to be on the subject
of the State's finances, hut mostly in the
nature of appeals to the Government to
spend further moneys in order to help
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certain people to retain their positions
as members for particular constituencies.
It is very well for members to rise in
their places and talk about economy.

Mr. Nairn: Fulfil some of your elec-
tion pledges.

The PREMIER: When we do, we shall
probably relieve the bon. member of his
Parliamentary responsibilities.

Mr. Nairn: Fulfil Your election pro-
mnises, I say.

The PREMIER: We can not fulfil all
our promises at once. May I say that It Is
s very easy matter for bon. m~mbers
to talk about economy. One would im-
agine, however, that hon. members wiho
impress upon the Government the
necessity for economy, would at least
suggest some method of effecting econo-
mies. The only suggestion in this direc-
tion that the Government have received
has been tendered by the member for
North Perth (Mr. Smith), and his sug-
gestion was that we should carry his
North Perth constituents in to-the town
hail for a penny instead of charging them
threepenee.

Mr. Smith: Get rid of the Govern-
meul motor care.

The PREMIER: The bon. member ap-
parently imagines that it would be an
economy if he were to sell his newspaper
to North Perth constituents for a, penny
instead of threepence.

Mr. Smith: We give value for the mo-
ney.

The PREMIER: Economy, it seems,
must always be in the direction of some
further expenditure by the Government,
or else of some additional sacrifice of
revenue. When we endeavour to intro-
duce economy, what is the result? We
have not, it is true, done very much in
that direction; and I want to say, right
here, that we do not propose to do over-
much in that direction if it means a dis-
location of the business of the State. It
would be a palpable absurdity for the
Government to enter upon wholesale re-
trenchment, or wholesale reduction of
wages, and salaries, and thus immedi-
ately interfere not only with the business
of the State but also with every private

bUSiness carried on iii Western Australia.
No economies have been suggested, ex-
cept wholesale reduction of salaries and
wvages, or else retrenchment of numbers
of the people employed by the Govern-
ment. Some members suggest that we
should cut our garment according to our
cloth. I think I have heard that parti-
cular piece of advice on many occasions.
So soon, however, as -we propose to re-
duce the quantity of cloth pertaining to
that part of the garment figurately re-
presented by the lion. member's consti-
tuency, he immediately protests that
that particular portion of the garment
urgently requires an extra allowance of
cloth. Stich bon. members are prepared
to allow the country, so to speak, to
walk about in a coat with one sleeve in
and one sleeve out, so long as the sleeve
that is in covers their particular consti-
tuency. The railway revenue has been
falling off tremendously,, during the past
two months, and I issued instructions to
the Commissioner of Railways to meet
the deficiency hy either bringing about
a reduction in the number of the staff
or else a reduction of hours. I also im-
pressed on him that no trains must be
run unnecessarily. Thereupon, one of
the first things that I had to contend
with was a monster deputation compris-
ing representatives of every province as
well as of every constituency affected
with the exception of one--and that ex-
ception -was Albany. The deputation in-
ternewred me as Minister for Railways
and suggested that the Government
should not cut out certain trains, but
should continue to run them for the con-
venience of the public, whether they were
wanted or not.

Mr. Thomson:- You have reinstated
those trains.

The PREMITER: We have done noth-
ing of the kind. I know whiat the hon.
member is alluding to, but we have not
reistated the trains which were cut out.
As a matter of fact, we have continued the
passenger train to Katanning; but we
have cut off the goods train; and I anti-
cipate that, in the course of a day or two.
the hion. member interjecting will come
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along with a suggestion that the goods
train should be continued irrespective of
traffic available, just for the conveni-
ence of the public. I gave an instance
of the running of a train representing
110 tonis tare in order to carry one ton of
goods. Certain lion. members would say
that because it conveniences one particu-
lar individual we ought to continue run-
ning that train-running 110 tons tare in
order to carry one ton of goods.

Mr. Smith: I said all along YOU were
running expensive trains for very little
traffic.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
talked about trains, and Djot about trains.
Again, let me point out that to-day it is
not a matter so much of studying econo-
my by reducing necessary expenditure
in Government departments, as of recog-
nising and appreciating the fact that we
are to-day permitting a large num-
her of individuals to obtain Gov-
ern men t services without rendering
payment for such services, At this
particular juncture, it would be noth-
ing less than suicidal to compel people
to pay for certain Government services
in the same way as big machinery mer-
chants are attempting to obtain payment
of accounts at the present moment. Only
this afternoon T have been informed by
an hon. member of this Chamber that
one particular firm of machinery mer-
chants, one of the strongest of the
combine of machinery inanufacturer.;,
have harassed a farmer for a pal-
try amount of £4 7s. 6d., due on
a bill which ought to have been
met this month. Those people proposed
to sell him tip and take his machinery
from him if he did not pay that wretch-
ed amount. And yet hon. members, in
their desire to attract public attention,
urge that we should economnise by com-
pelling the farmers to pay the £400,000
they owe the State.

Mr. Smith: No such suggestion was
ever made.

The PREMIER: I admit that no such
suggestion was made explicitly, but that
was only because those hon. members
hare not the courage to admit that this
is what they want.

Mr Robinson: We would not be so
foolish.

The PREMIER: I admit those hon.
members would not be so foolish as to
say outright a thing that the public
would not tolerate. But there can be
only one position arising if the Govern-
mnt were to give effect to the wishes of
certain hon. members. I say that noth-
ing would please those hon. members
better than that the Government, by
closing down on the farmers, should
bring about agricultural and industrial
chaos.

'Mr. Nairn: Nothing of the kind.
Mr. Robinson: No.

The PREMIER: Let me tell hon.
members wvho talk so much about econo-
my that almost the whole of the deficit
to-day can be accounited for by moneys
which are due to the Government, either
hy the farming industry, or else by other
industries which have suffered owing to
the drought and the war. Almost the
whole of it, I say.

Mr. Nairn. The whole of the
£1,060,000?

The PREMIER: Yes.
Mr. Nairn: Does that account for the

slump in the railway revenue?
The PREMIER. I would not expect

the hon. gentleman interjecing to know
much about the railway service. In the
case of that hon. member he who ex
pats little will be blessed. That this'
particular period, when under normal
conditions our railways would be fully
occupied in carrying wheat to the sea-
board and bringing back fertilizers for
the purposes of the nest harvest-

Mr. Nairn - Your Estimates are not
dealing with this year.

The PREMIER:- Our Estimates are
not dealing with this year ? Then I
should like to know what we hare been
discussing ?

Mr. Nairn: Your deficit does not apply
to this year.

The PREMIER : The deficit at the
30th June, 1914, -was £464,000.

Mr. Nairn: We had no drought then.
The PREMIER : Of course we had

no drought ; but, notwithstanding that
fact, if the hon. member will turn up.

1501)



[11 FE~huARY, 1915.1 10

the Auditor General's report he will find
in it an admission that on the 30th June
last there was revenue outstanding-
that is to say, money due to the Govern-
ment for services rendered during the
previous year-an amount of £327,042.
But-to be fair-side by side with that
was an item of £35,727 representing
moneys due by the departments to
creditors outside. A deduction of this
amount would leave a net revenue due,
after paying all Government accounts
owing at the 30th June, 1914, of £291,315.
Further, let me tell the hon. member
what he may not know-that our deficit
on last year's operations was £135,411;
so that, had we been paid at the 30th
June, 1914, all the revenue owing to us,
and had we disbursed all that we owed
to creditors, we would have had not a
deficit of £135,000 but a surplus of
something like £:20,000.

Mr. Robinson. Impossible.
The PREMIER: Of course it is im-

possible. AN these things are impossible.
But those are the Auditor General's
figures, and the hon. member interjecting
can turn them up for himself.

Mr. Nairn : If you had that record
in a good year, what do you expect in a
bad year!? That was the best year in
the history of the State.

The PREMIER: I mui prepared to
admit it was, in respect of its showing
the greatest output of wheat. But
what the hon. member forgets is that
dining the last four or five years the
pastoral industry has suffered tremendous
losses. Pastoralists are being sold up
to-day who have been in the Industry
almost all their lives, and others are
battling on against tremendous diffi.
culties The pastoral industry has suf-
fered even more than the agricultural
industry has suffered ; and thus the
wool output has been largely decreased,
Our flocks and herds have been depleted
owing to the drought. Then there is
another fact which the hon. member
forgets. The very first year we took
office, 1911, there was a partial drought
in this State, the main portion affected
being the eastern areas, where the latest
settlement had taken place. The Gov-
ernment had placed on those areas men

with practically no capital of their own.
We provided the capital through the
Agricultural Bank, and that institution
received no return. The settlers were
not able to pay either their land rents,
or the amounts due for the seed wheat
and fertiliser with which they had been
supplied by the Government. Not only
did we carry the amount owing on to the
next year, but we have not been paid it
even to this day. rThose settlers were
not able to pay interest on the money
loaned to them for the purpose of de-
veloping their holdings. As I say, not
only was all that money due carried
over from 1911, but it is owing to-day.
There are hundreds who maintain that
I should go along to those farmers in
the eastern areas and say to themn,
"There has been a good harvest over

the State as a whole ; I am not going to
worry myself about an individual suffer-
ing still by reason of want of rainfall
in a particular district;, you must pay
up or get out." Certain hon. members
may desire me to adopt that course, but
I am not going to adopt it. Somebody
else may come along and do it, who has
the heart to do it. I have not.

Mr. Nairn: Who wants you to do
it ?

The PREMIER: Whnat does the hon.
member mean by his criticism on the
deficit if he does not, in truth, mean
what I have plainly stated ? Either
the hon. member cannot understand or
will not understand, or else he is simply
actuated by party motives to make an
endeavour to move Ministers from the
Treasury Bench. Now, let mue give the
hon. member some other figures.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : I would not worry about
him-

The PREMIER: I amn not worrying
about the hon. member, and I am- not
giving these figures for his particular
benefit. The figures will do good to
other members. As for the member for
Swan, he is past learning; and I recognise
it. On the 30th June, 1914, there was
a, net amount of revenue due, according
to the Auditor General, of £291,000.
During that year we had a deficit of
£135,000. That left a balance of £155,000.
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Now, in 19 11, when we were squaring
the finances, what did the Auditor
General show ? We hav'e had the
Auditor General quoted pretty freely
by the loader o the Opposition.

Ron, J. Mitchell: Well, what does
hie show !

The PREMIER: That there was
revenue outstanding to the amount of
£40,521, and expenditure outstanding.
according to the statements furnished
Iy the departments, of £26,140, or a net
revenuea due of £15,391. Thus we had
whet may be described as a surplus of
£2 %0 on that year.

M-on. J. M3itchell: Not on that year.
The PRflHER: However, when the

Auditor General went into the question
he discovered that there was not merely
a sum of £25,000 due by the Government
to creditors, but that there was no less
than £53,569 unpaid. This is the Auditor
General's statement ; and I want hion.
members to be fair, and to take their
figures from the man who is appointed by
Parliament, who holds his office by the
will of Parliament alone. I want hion.
members to accept that officer's statement
that if the figures were correctly taken
out f or last year, which ended on the
30th June, 1914, and for the year which
ended on the 30th June, 1911, the Labour
Government show batter results than
the Liberals achieved for their particular
year- The burden of the criticism of
our friends opposite in addition to the
finances is in relation to our trading
concerns, which they say are responsible
for all the difficulties we are in. What
is the position ? Every memnber op-
posite, even those on the Opposition cross
benches, have declared that the trading
concerns are responsible for the de-

-ficit.

Mr. Smith: Not all the members.
The PREMIER:± Well perhaps not

those who have not already been taken
in by the St. George's-terra farmers.
Let us take the trading concerns and see
how they stand. The balance sheets,
which were duly audited last year,show
that the following concerns ended the
year with a loss :-Boya quarries £296;
cattle £2,773, steamships £17,273; and
under the control of the Minister for

Works the State Implement Works showed
an approximate loss of £ 3,000 or a total
loss of £23,342. The following trading
concerns, for which we have been re-
sponsible, showed a profit in the same
year; I am quoting now from the
Auditor General's statement which at-
lows for interest, sinking fund, depre-
ciation and all other charges, even to
rent for Crown lands:-Tranis £20,521-

Mrt. Smith : Extortion.
The PREMIER: Moo Is Bulls station

£230, meat stalls £16, sawmills £2,493,
milk supply £859, ferries £1,259, hotels
£1,856, or a total of £ 27,230. The net
profit on all the trading concerns for the
year was £3,888.

Mr. Smith :And you have over a
milion deficit.

The PREMIER: Even taking into
account some trading concerns showing
a cash loss, I contend they have been
of tremendous value to the people of
the State. Members can say that we
have lost on the steamers, but those
steamers have done more than any other
single administrative act by any Govern-
ment in Western Australia for the &4
velopinent of the North-West area. I
heard the remark only this evening from
the leader of the Opposition, when he
was discussing another matter, " Did
any one ever hear of such a mad-brained
idea as the State steamers?" The leader
of the Opposition seems to forget that
when he was Premnier appealing to the
electors he declared himself in favour
of State steamers.

Mr. Smith: But he would not have
appointed a boy manager.

The PREMIER:- Of course the State
steam are all right so long as they are
introduced and controlled by the Liberals,
but they are all wrong it administered by
the Labour party. It is merely party
prejudice.

Ron. J. Mitchell : It is the class of
steamers that we object to.

The PREMfIER: I do not propose to
go into the question of the steamers we
have employed.

Hen. 3. Mitchell:- I would if I were
you.

The PREMIER: It was my friends
opposite who were largely responsible
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for the purchase of those steamers by
the " crook " advice they gave in regard
to them.

Mr. Robinson: Who gave you the
"crook" adviceI
Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary

Minister): Moore and Gregory.
Hon. J. Mitchell:. You should be

ashamed of yourself.
Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary

Minister): I sam only ashamed of you.
The PREMIER : Let us take the

implement works, which are to-day em-
ploying nearly 600 men. These men
all have dependants, and we can safely
multiply the 600 by five, which gives 3,000
who are being provided for as the result
of those implement works at North
Fr-emantle. Our friends are such par-
riots to Western Australia that they
would prefer that the International
Harvester Co. should manufacture the
implements. These are the people, too,
who threaten to sell up a man who owes
them £4 7s. 6. Hon. members opposite
prefer that a trust of this description
should carry on business in Western
Australia rather than our own people
should be employed in an industry con-
ducted by the State. We say moreover
that in addition to finding employment
for such a number of people the imple-
ments which are manufactured at the
State works are of a better class than
were previously supplied to the farming
community. When we get beyond the
position of our friends opposite, who
merely ridicule and endeavour to damage
our par ty, we shall have forgotten all
about the State trading concerns and we
shall be held up as models. The member
for Northamn was one of the most ener-
getic supporters of the establishment of
implement works when he wanted them
established in his own electorate. This
applies also to many of the speeches which
have been made on the Estimates. Those
members who have State concerns in
their electorates are quite satisfied. The
member for Leederville said the State
milk supply was a very good thing,
and-he also told us that the trains were
all right. Another member told us that
-the ferries were all right, but all the rest
of the trading concerns were not.. The

member for Gasceyne (Mr. Gilchrist)
spoke in terms of praise of the State
steamers because they were serving his
electorate. The member for Nelson (Mir.
Willmott) told us that the State saw-
mills were a good thing in the karri
forest.

Mr. Willinott: What was said from
here was thaot the State enterprises, so
long as they were properly conducted,
that is, conducted on business lines,
would be supported.

The PREMIER : That is all right
and I want to assure the hon. member
so that his sleep may not he disturbed
to-night, that they are being well man-
aged and conducted on business lines.

Mr. Robinson:- You are the only person
who thinks so.

The PREMIER -. I can also produce
evidence to show that members opposite
have approached the Government for
further State enterprises. A little re-
solution, very nicely worded, and pro-
bably it was drafted somewhere ft.
Perth-I have a fair idea where it
came from; I am not accusing the
.member for North Perth-this resolution
caine from a little place somewhere in
the Pingelly electorate where they had
condemned the Government for not
doing something to reduce the deficit.
These people had said that the ex-
travagant Governent was responsible
for financial chaos, and a week after-
wards I rceivcd this resolution from
the Progress Association there asking
the Covernment to spend £6,000 or
£7,000 on the establishment, of a State
hotel at that particular place. They
want anything they can get from the
Government so long as someone else
pays for it. Apart from these matters,
one or two of our State enterprise: are
assisting the Government and the State
materially. Take the sawn-illing in-
dustry : The position is that while
Millars' combine are threatening to close
down for lack of business, we are in a
better position than when we commnenced
operations. We have more men em-
pioyed in the sawmills to-day than we
had at the outbreak of the war, and
more hewers are employed by us to-day
than ever previously. Ha not the

1503



104(ASSEMBLY])

Government taken over the hewers and
given them part payment for their
sleepers, many of them would have been
in straightened circumstances to-day,
receiving free meals and free beds from
the Honorary 'Minister, or at least they
would havo been working short time
for somne of the other mills. We have
in the forests nearly £80,000 worth of
hewn sleepers to-day.

Mr. Smnith: That is bad business.
The PRE'MIER: No, it is exactly

the sort of business the State should
undeortake at such a. time ; for while
the private individual can only carry on
business as long as his bank is prepared
to stand by him, the State has to carry
on it s citizens at all costs and all hazards.
The member for Northam (Hon. J. Mit-
chell) always asserts that the State
trading concerns have not meant the
employment of an extra individual.
I say they have been the mneans of
employing a great number of our citizens
who, were it not for these State enter-
prises, would have been out of employ-
meont to-day. The hon. member can
consult the Bulletin, which although not
usually very kind to me, prints this-

The war has not made much differ-
ence to Westralia; less difference in
fact than to any other mostly mining
country in the world.
But there is not the slightest evidence

of a particle of patriotism to the State
in any member of the Liberal party.
There never has been a time in the
history of Western Australia demanding
more spirited endeavours to bolster up
the State in order to maintain its credit.
If our friends opposite were at all
patriotic they would recognise and
appreciate the matters I have mentioned
and would assist the Government, if it
were only to the extent of saying nothing
if they could say nothing good. The
leader of the Opposition, in his criticism
of the financial statement, merely read
what I believe to have been, not so
much his own opinions as the opinions
of the Auditor General- My reason for
making that statement is that I kniow
the leader of the Opposition was closeted
'with the Auditor General in his office
just before the financial statement was

made in the House, It may be, all
right for a6 member to go along to the
Auditor General, but it is remarkable
that at the very moment the leader
of the Opposition is expressing certain
opinions, those same opinions are being
expressed by the Auditor General. The
Auditor General is entitled to the freest
criticism, but he, above all others,
should be fair in his criticism and his
actions.

Hon. J. Mitchell: So he is.
Thle PREMIER: Ho is not. Last

year, for the first time since Responsible
Government, at my request we had from
the several departments a reply to
the criticism of the Auditor General,
and almost without exception the de-
partmnents were able Wo reply satisfact-
orily to all his criticisms. Indeed they
went further, and the then Under-
Treasurer asserted that the Audit De-
partment frequently put every pos-
sible obstacle in the way of other
departments, instead of helping them
with the accounts. It is asserted by all
the Treasury officials in the Eastern
States that the respective Auditor Gen-
erals are there to give them advice at
any moment, that the Auditor General
meets the Under-Treasurer on every
possible point, and in short, recognises
that he is there to see that the funds
of the State are properly received and
expended in accordance with the law
of the land, and is not there for the
purpose of placing obstacles in the
way of the Treasury officials. However,
we have it on record that the leader
of the Opposition criticised the Govern-
ment policy after having interviewed
the Auditor General in his office.

Hon. 3. Mitchell:. The Auditor General
could not refuse to see any member.

The PREMIER: Of course not. But
I want it to be understood that
the statements of the leader of the
Opposition were not his own, but were
in fact the Auditor General's. I have no
objection. I have here a complete answer
to every criticism offered by the Auditor
General. Here are the answers, but I
am not going to weary the House with
themn. The member for North Perth
(Mr. Smith) 'was very unfair in his
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statement that the Government bad
reduced the wages of the lowest paid
men in the service without touching those
of the higher grades. The statement is
hardly fair, seeing that we have not
reduced the wages of any public servant.
Of course I know what the hon. member
had in mind, but he should have been
just, and stated the- position fairly.
The hon. member recognises that the
Railways are losing revenue, in con-
sequence of business having fallen off,
and that there is not work for the men
we have in the service. What does
the bon. member suggest ? flat I
should put men off and rob them of the
whole of their earning capacity, of their
wages, by a system of retrenchment ?
Is it not better that I should do what
the men themselves asked me to do
at the outbreak of the war ?

Air. Smith: What about the silver-
tails in the service ?

The PREMIER:- They are all sub-
scribers. The railway association asked
us to do it. I have a copy of a letter
signed by PHI Hunt, the general secretary
of the Amalgamated Society of Railway
Employees dated 10th September, 1924.

Mr. Smith: Did you read the report
of the Kalgoorlie meeting ?

The PREMIER; The letter states-
At the Triennial Conference of the

WV.A. Amalgamated Society of rail-
way Employees (at which every branch
is represented) sitting at Perth, the
following resolution was unanimously
carried, and I am instructed to convey
a copy of same to all memnbers of the
Parliamentary Labour party. rlhe
mnotion is as follows :-" That this
conference protests against the pro-
posed action of the Governmeat in
rocognizing uinorganised labour anid

*making provision for agreements be-
twoen~themt and the employers before
the commission appointed uinder the
Industrial Act, and further we wish
to emphasise the point that if any
rearrangement of industrial rates and
Conditions becomes necessary through
the slackness of work as a. result
of the war, the workers' wages be
not altered, but rather that their
hours be shortened."
[521

Mir. Smith : You succeeded in doing
both,

'Che MI:%ER- That statement is
not correct, and no one knows it better
thani the hon. member. I want to
Place the position fairly before him and
toll him we have introduced the 44 hours
week in the railway service in the teeth
of the strongest possible opposition
from the railway officials.

Mr. Dlolton: That is so.
The PREMIER: We recognise there

is the keenest possible desire on the
part of some of our friends opposite, and
the Employers' Federation in particular,
to use the Government to bring about
the first reduction in wages and salaries,
so that they can follow suit in regard
to private employment.

Ron. J. Mitchell:- You are not justified
in saying that.

The PREMIER: They are not
justified in doing that. What then is
the position ? We have reduced the
working hours in the railway service
from 48 to 44 a week with one object in
view and that is to retain in the service
the men now in it, or as many as possible,
rather than that we should lose their
services anti rather than that they
sihould lose their wages, If it is not a
fair proposition to ask the whole of the
railway service to lose four hours a week
rather than that 20 per cent. of the men
should lose the whole of their employ-
mrent, I want to know what is fair.

Mr. Smith : What about the Kalgoor-
lie meeting ?

The PREMTIER: I do not care where
the protest comes from, whether from
Kalgoorlie or elsewhere, the man Who is
opposed to the 44 hours' week, as
against the propfosal to reduce wages or
hands, is neither patriotic to himself
nor to his fellow-employees in the service.

Aifr. Smith: The Kalgoorlie branch
of the A.L.F. did not think so,

The PREMIER:- I do not care what
they said ; I do not think they under-
stand the position. A number of them
appear to be following the Press-the
,Sunday Tim"s, the Daily News and the
West Australian.-and taking their in-
formation fromn this ouree which is not
very correct. The member for PerV-~
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asserted that my financial statement
was rather doleful, but I say it was not
A doleful as it might have been in the
circumstances existing, and I ask him
to read it again and point out a statement
which was doleful in the sense in which
he applied the term. I would he ex-
ceedingly pleased if I could feel in my
heart that we had reached bottom, but
we have not done so.

M1r. Smith : 'Not by a long way,
The PREMIER -. The hon. member

admits that and yet he talks about the
doleful note in my statement. No one
knows this fact better than he and Min-
isters of the Crown, and I hope it will
he appreciated as we proceed, but we are
determined on one thing, namely that
no power will force the Government to
introduce a scheme for the reduction of
wages and salaries to help outside indus-
tries to reduce wages, salaries and working
costs.

Mr. Nairn . No one asked you to, or
suggested it.

The PREMIER:. No, but let me tell
the hen, member that the Liberal League
in this State is financed principally by
the members of the Employers' Federa-
tion.

Mr. Nairn: I know nothing about
that.

The PREMIER: No, they just took
the hon. member in; he is a rank and
filer and is; not consulted in these mat-
ters. I repeat for his information that
the Liberal organisation is financed
prineipally by the Employers' Feder-
ation.

Mr. Nairn: I know nothing of the
kind.

The PREMI-ER: I am telling the hon.
mnember.

Mr. Robinson t It is not correct.
liTon. J. Mitchell: Of course not.
'Mr. Foley : The hon. member for

Cantning is a member of Packer'. Union.
The PREM11BIE. The hon. member

says it liR esvectr been suggested that
wages and Kalaries should be reduced.

Mr. Nairn:- I said from this side of
the House and you have no right to
assert that it has been asked.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
depends largely on the attitude adopted

iii another place towards measures mn-
troduced by the Government to keep
the flag flying.

Mr. Nairn: Members of this Chamber
have not said so.

The PREMIER:- Offiis of the
Liberal organisat ion have" in another
place definitely stated that they were in
favour of a reduction. of wages and
salaries at this juncture.

Mr. Bolton:- So did the leader of the
Opposition.

The PREMIER: I say the principal
suplport of the Liberal organisation
comes from the Emnployers' Federation.

M1r. Robinson: Nonsense!

The PREMHIERK: The Employers'
Federation sent delegates to a confer-
ence at which the Australian Labour
Federation was represented. The con-
ference took place in this building in
the presence of the Food Commission
and I was present by the courtesy of
each. We were considering ways anxd
means to meet the position so far as
our industries were affected, and the
Em-ployers' Federation delegates said
the only method of getting over the
present crisis was; to suspend all awards
and agreements, set aside the Arbi-
tration Act for the time being and allow
the employer and employee individually
to fix up their own arrangements for
the future. I want the hon. member
to take his share of the responsibility
for our present and future action. I
want to ask him if he favours that pro-
posal.

Mr. Nairn : I do not represent em-
ployers any more than you do.

The PREMIER:- I know the hon.
member represents a definite constitu-
ency but he is a member of an organis-
ation which exists primarily because
of the support of the Employer.' Feder-
atien.

M3r . Nairn:. If yon repeat that you
will he repeating what you know to be
wrong.

The PREMIER : I say it is correct.

Mr. Nairn : I say it is incorrect and you
ought to be ashamned of yourself.
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The PREMIER : I am never ashamed
of the truth ; the hon. member apparent-
ly is.

Air. Nairn: You would not know it
if you saw it.

The PREMIER:- That is the truth
and it cannot be denied.

AMr. Nairn : I do deny it.
The PREMIER: The hon. member

is merely a rank and filer and has not
been taken into the confidence of the
league. I want to enlighten him and
to let him know just where he standg.
When he supported preference to
unionists we did not put him outside.
and now that he is in the Liberal organ-
isation lie ought to get a full knowledge
of their operations as well.

Air. Nairii: That statement is wrong,
Mr. Robinson: Drop personalities and

stick to the Budget.
The PREMIER:± The present time is

not one when we should unduly inter-
fere with the conditions prevailing in
the various industries. If there is not
sufficient work to keep) all hands going
in the different industries and in the
Government, service, we should divide
that which is available as equally as
possible. We are paying every man
in the railway service at the same. rate
as previously for every hour he works.
There has not been a reduction. of a
single penny.

Mr. "Foley: And hie is earning mnure
IIQW than under the Liberal Government.

The PREMIER:- Yes, with four hours,
lsm work per week he is earning more
now than at the time the Liberal Gov-
ernment went out of Office. That
brings me to the question of the civil ser-
vice. I think it has been nfairly
stated that 1 made a bitter attack upon
the civil servants. When I introduced
zny financial statement I made reference
to the decisions of the appeal court,
which sat to deal with the appoa is, and
asserted that the tine was not ripe
when we were entitled to pa~y the in-
creases which had been granted to date
back to 30th June, 1911. 1 never said
that we would repudiate that paymnent.
I assert that we cannot legally repudiate
it. What I have done is this. I have
submitted the matter to Parliami-ent on

the distinct understanding that sq far
as we, as a Government are concerned,.
we consider that these public servants
are not entitled to receive these increases
at this present juncture. The State
is not in a position to pay these in-
creases just now. In one case that I
know of this increase represents an
amount of £126. When, however, we
reach altered conditions, irrespective of
what the state of our finances may be,
I say that the State is legallyand moral-
ly bound-bound in 'every way-to pay
those increases.

'Ar. Willmott:- Right from the jump
The PREMIER: Yes. We will not

repudiate a single penny. I made that
statement by way of interjection when
the hon. member for Irwin (Mir. James
Gardiner) was speaking on the financial
position. I said that our hands were
tied as a Government in so tar as our
dealing with the public service was con-
cerned. I repeat that statement now.
I know of my own knowledge of men in
the Government service who have been
retained in their positions for the reason
that the permanent heads have not had
the courage to denounce them, to lay
a charge against 'them, and have ant
inquiry lipid. W~hy ? One permianent
head was overheard to say " Look at
the position I am Placing mnyself in.
'Under the provisions of the Public Ser-
vicae Act I. have to bring this luau into
the criminal dock and attend the court
when he is prosecuted. I do not pro-
pose to do it." Wh'at is done outside
the public service ? Take the esee of
the Mine Managers, who are paid huge
salaries to control the mines. Take the
case of Mr. Hamnilton. Does Mr.
Hamilton stand at the shoulders of his
men and watch over them to see that
they do a fair day's work ? No ! He
employs an underground mnanager, but
even that tunderground manager does,
not stand over the men. He in turn,
appoints a shift boss, who is placed there
to see that the mnen arc doing their fair
share of work and are not shirking. If
a mian does not do his work the shift
boss isi empowered to dismiss him with-
cut further inquiry. The muan who is
dismissed cannot go along to Mr. Hamil-

1607



15(18 ASSEMBLY.]

ton and 2get him to reinstate him.
Neither can he go along-to the Supreme
Court or someone else and be reinstated.
He cannot do that. But what is the
position in our case ? We have to go
through all that procedure here. We
appoint our permanent heads to control
the departments, but they cannot control
them because their hands are tied in
the same -way that the hands of the
Government are tied.

'Hfon. J. Mitchell: They can.
'Tile PREMIER: They could, but the

conditions have now changed. When
the hon. muember was in charge of a
department half the departments were
miade up of temporary employees-his
friends. Temporary employees can al-
ways be dismissed, and I do not regret
any that we as a Government have re-
tired. I assert that under the existing
conditions it is the bounden duty of
every permanent head and every sub-
head of a department to carefully and
closely serutinise the administration of
his department or sub-department. That
is essential. If he does not do this, the
directors of the State--the Ministry-
should be able to sack that permanent
head or sub-head for neglect of duty.
But van we do that 7

Hon. J. Mitchell: Of course you can
do it.

The PREMIER:- When the hon. memn-
ber was in office that could be done. At
that time he was surrounded by his own
personal friends. He even employed
men to rite him up-men who were
already drawing their wages from the
newspapers that employed them.

Air. Robinson:- Get on with the Esti-
mates and leave out personalities.

The PREMIER: I am giving you the
true position.

H1on. J. Mitchell:- There is; not. a
word of truth in it.

The PREMIER :. The hen. member for
Irwin (Mr. James Gardiner) has referred
to the cost of the service. It has been
said that there is a considerable increase
in the cost of this service- Acting
under instructions from die Government
the Public Service Commissioner has gone
into thle question, and has submitted a
mem-orandum which will be printed

and distributed amongst members. He
states-.

Public attention has been drawn
to the fact that for the 12 mionths
ending 30th Janle, 1911, the salaries
paid to the rennmanent and temporary
employees employed under the Pub-
lie Service Act amounted to £321,923
(permanent £252,769, temrporary,
£69,154), compared with £386,238
expended for the 12 monthis ending
30th June, 1914 (permnanetnt £355,230,
teinperary £E31,002)--an increase of
164,31i5.

There in the difference. When the lion.
member was in charge of a department
and his Government were in power, they
spent £252,000 on permanent employees
and practically £70,000 on temporary
employees. Last year we spent only
£C31,000, or more than 50 per cent. less.

Hon. J. Mitchell:. Because you would
not obey the order of the court. I

The PREMIER:- In my opinion the
action of the Government has soured
some of the permanent heads and some
of the sub-beads of the departments as,
well. 'When we took office, we recog-
nised the fact that a number of mnen
temporarily employed in the Govern-
ment departments had been put there
either by the lpermanent head or sub-
head of the particular department con-
cerned, or by the Minister. This was
not done because it was necessary
that the temporary employee should do
any particular work or that he was
suited for that particular work, or be-
cause the work was essential, but be-
cause it was necessary to find him so'ne-
thing to do, The appointment of teni-
porary employees was under the conk-
trol of Ministers without any interfer-
r~noe on the part of anyone. We have
now altered all that by providing regu-
lations for the appointment of temporary
civil servants, in. the same way as regu-
lations have been provided in conic-
tion with the appointment of permanent
mn. We have also provided that,
in case of vacancies in the public service
for temporary hanI-ds, the miatter should
be submitted to the Public Service Con'1-
missioner, who would then select the
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most suitable person from those who
ap~ply for the office and also keep a regis-
ter of the applicants. That naturally
soured somie of those who were in the
departments in the time of our friends
opposite, and who were in the habit of
appointing some friend anid finding him
work to do that it was not necessary
should be done-

Hon. J. Mitchel: We always had a
register.

The PREMIER: The ioenoranduin
of the Public Service Comtmissioner con-
tiues-

On the 30th Junie, 1914, the follow-
ing businesses or departments had been
extended or brought under the Public
Service Ac5t since 30th June, 19ll,
and they are accountable for part of
the £E64,315-Goldflids Water Supply
Admintistration £9,526 ; State hotels,
£E1,092 ; Workers' Homes, £2,388;
State Implement Works, £1,224 ; Seed
Wheat Board, £576 ; State Children,
£848 ; Batteries, £1,296 ; Woods and
Forests (rangers) £3,384 ; Fisheries,
(Mr. Aldrich and additional inspectors)
'£1,380 ; London Agency, £360 ;
Savings Bank additional staff, con-
siequent on additional public facili-
ties, £2,249 ;Additional sitaff at head
offices, of departments, Audit and
Stoics, owing to extra work entailed
by some of the itemns above, and State
timber, steamships, butcheries, dairy,
brickfields, ferries, and land clearing,
say twelve men, attached to the Colon-

l Secretary, Public Works, Agricul-
ture, Audit and Stores, at an average
Of £180 each (this itemi is estimated)
£2,160 ; Total, £26,483, including 128
persons-

So that £26,483 is duo to certain depart-
mnents being brought tinder the Fublic
Service Act which were not under it in
1911. The Commissioner continues-

The stum of £26,483 of the £64,316
is; therefore accounted for, tile balance
left being £37,832. The actual officers
emnployed. tinder the Public Service Act
who were employed on 30th June, 19t1,
and whose salaries formed part of the
£C321,923, were receiving salaries oil
30th June, 1911, amounting in tihe
aggregate to £25,825 in excess of the

amount they-'were receiving at the
former date.

This former date was 30th June, 1911.
Hon. 3. Mitchell : How do you gel

that ?
-Mr. Willnittt: I know of eases where

they were working onl the minimum--
seine of them for 13 years.

The PREMIER: 'Ra7hy could not get
on to their ininimun uinder mny friends
Opposite. [I can prove that ; yet they'
talk now about givilng effect to) the
classiticatiomi, while under their adinin-
istration scores of officers did not reach
tile tiininitTO, mouch less above it, until
they had wvaited for years. So that
£25,000 have been received by the
sain-t petsofK as in 191 1 in excess of the
salaries they were then receiving. Do0
our friends opposite wanit us to reduct-
that £25,000 and bring the officers back
to the salaries they formerly received1

Hon. J. 'Mitchell: No.
The PREMIER: No ;I know you

don't. You are only making anl outcry
against the Government-

This therefore accounts for £25,825
of the £37,832, and if deducted leaves
a balance of £12,007. This balance of
£:12,007 represents aint only new staff
taken au, during a. period of Ctre
years, but all increments granted,
bringing themi up to their present
salaries. They are miostly junior offi-
cers. The period of which the £12,007
relates, viz., between June 30th, 1911,
and June 30, 1914, was one of expant-
Sion and enterprise, prior to either
the war or cropi failure, wlion all of
tin public departments ua-err. Called
to increased activity---

That is a m-agnificent tribute to tin,
Labour Government.

Hon. 3. Mitchell: Whiose report i
that

IThu PREKIIER : The public; Serviei*.
Commissioner's ; it is; a public report--

This fact, taken in conjunction with
the head office requirements of ntew
undertakings, naturally caused an all-
round expansion in audit, Stores,
accounts, correspondence, record work,
etc., and the question with which the

,Public Service Con'issioner. is faced
is whether £1 2,0 7--not £O4j,616-,is
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reasonable. Now as regards the pre-
sent moment, a comparison between
the present condition of affairs and
those existing on June 30, l911,
does not show that there exists at the
Present moment a great inflation of
staff employed under the Public Ser-
vice Act.
Hon. J. Mitchell : No one is attacking

thle Public Service.
The PREMIER: That is signed by

Mr. Jull, the Public Service Cominis-
sioner. The lion. memnber says he did
not attack the public service ; but his
leader asserted we were not treating
theo public service fairly because wve
asked them to defer the payment of
increases dating back to 1911, and that
lion. members asserted that the cost of
public departments had increased en-
ormouly-I think he was referring to
the past ten years. I am trying to
show that during the last three years
at any rate there has not been undue
increase on the cost of administration
of the various departments. In fact, it
is a wonder to me that the Public Service
Comm-issioner has been able to keep the
additional cost of administration s0 low
as £12,000.

Mr. Willmott: That is because hie had
a deputy Conunisioner to help hire.
You want two more commnissioners. The
deputy commissioner was a good one.

The PREMIER: I believe that isi
right. I may also mnention in connection
with this qu estionk of payments to the
public service that the increases granted
by the appeal board, dating back to 1911,
invo'lvs back payments to the amount of
something like £4,000. The support. of
this payment given by the leader of the
Opposition is amusing to say the least
I question whether hie is sincere in his
attitude. Let me remind tile House that
the Government with which hie w.as,
associated was in office at thle timie
the first classification was made. Did
his Government accept the classification
withbout question, as presented by the
Public Service Commlissioner, and pay
the increases forthwith ? Is it not a
fact that there was a regulation known
as 141 ? The lion. member for Nr
thami (Air. Mitchell) will know it very

well. That regulation permitted exist-
ing salaries to be drawn in certain oases
in excess of the classification-it was
part of the classification, framed by the
classification board.

Memnber: 'Why not reinstate it ?
The PREMIER:- It has been rein-

stated, and we are prepared to take
the responsibility for that action. That
regulation was part of the classification.
It was ki own that some men might have
to Huffer a decrease on classification and
that regulation was provided in order
to save those individuals who had
fairly and squarely taken positions
thiniking it meant promotion and in-
creased paymeont. The classification is
a classification of the position and the
work, and it would be unfair to ask
such a man to accept a reduction onl
classification ; consequently it was pro-
vided in this regulation that hie could
continue to draw his then salary until
transferred to some other position in thle
se.rvice in which his salary applied.

Memnber :. Practically the same pro-
vision as in the Commonwealth service.

Thle PREMITER : What did the Govern-
nent of which the leader of the Opposi-

tion was the head do ? In my opinion
they were as sincere then as they are now.
They found a reason why the regulation
should be applied ; discovered that it
ti-as tta tile8, although it had been in
force for years, and repealed it, which
mieant that the men affected had to
Suffer a reductiont. They ,vent- further
than thatt. By repealing the regulation
the)- placed the responsibility for the
reductions onl the Public Service Comn-
irnlasloner ; ut what about the in-
cetases t? It is at well knion fact that
manty public servants had to wait years
before the Government placed themn on
the mninimnum fixed by the classification.
And yet we now have the members of
that Government telling uts we should
immlediately give effect to thle classi-
fication, that we are honourably, mnor-
ally and legally bound to do so.

Hon. J- 'Mitchell;t You gave anl under-
taking.

The PREMIER : Was it not anl under-
taking on thle part of the Government
then. They were bound-
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Member:- But you are repudiating a
promise.

The PREMIER: We are not repud'
sting. We recognise we are legally
bound to pay, and we will pay ; but T
am telling the House that in our opinion
we are not justified in paying increases
dating back to 1911 at the present junec-
tire, and we waut Parliament to sup-
port that attitude. I am not going to
detain the House on this, question
fturther than to say that the public
service of this State has not very nuch
to complain about. I know of nol ser-
vice in any part of the world which
would be permitted to attack their
employers in the way civil servants
have done in recent mionths through
their journal, without receiving some-
thing by the way of answer from their
employer. No private employer would
permit his employees to treat himt in
the way the civil service through the
Journal have treated the present Gov-
ermnent. The member for Northamn
(Mr. Mitchell) would not permit it,
neither would the member for OCaning
(Mr. Robinson). I am not crying out
about it. But I want to state the
position. I say the civil service have
not much to complain of. Up to date,
except by a voluntary action of their
own, they have not suffered through
the drought or the war ; they are secure
in their positions ; if we retire them we
have to pay them a retiring allowance.
Moreover, some of themn receive pay-
ment for service they have not rendered
to the State. I had a ease the other
day when I was asked to give approval
to an application for sick leave I thought
I would have a look through the file to
see how much leave the man had had
since he had been in the service. He
had been in the service 18 years and
had had 89 weeks leave for which hie
was paid. In 18 years therefore, nearly
10 per cent. of the period of his iservice
had been paid for without his rendering
any service to the State. Yet the civil
service complain of the way they are
treated.

Member: Was that sick leave ?
The PREMIER: And other leave-

.ong service, recreation.

Member:- You do not expect a man
to work when he is sick.

The PREMIER: Of course not; but
private employers do not pay men when
they are away from work.

Mr. Robinson: Oh, yes; they do.
The PREMIER: I have worked

pretty hard in my time, and under many
employers, and I never was paid in my
life for a single day when I was sick, nor
was I paid for a single holiday. There
may be other cases showing even a higher
percentage than that. I have not made
inquiries any-where on the subject ; that
file merely came into my hands. Another
case also came under my notice in which
the officer had been in the service nine
years and in that period had had leave
totalling 7J per cent. of his service,
and during that leave he had been paid
in full].I

Mr. Robinson: Are those exceptional
eases'?

The PREMIER: T do not think they
are. I am not complaining about it ;
I am not suggesting even that we should
alter it. I am pointing out that the
civil service have not very much to com-
plain of, and that this Government has
improved their conditions during the
past three years. I will leave that
questionrFnow, and refer to another
mentioned by the Leader of the Country
party. We have had criticisms from
members of that party, and I will admit
that the criticisms of the member for
Greenoughr(Mir. Cunningham) were fair.
Again, the member for Irwin (Mr. James
Gardiner), in my opinion, endeavoured to
be helpful to the Government. He
recegnised,Y'as we all should recognise,
the present position' of this country.

dMrrRobinon . I So~do- many others.
ThorPREMIER: No ! I say there are

not many others. The member for
Irwin wee Just and fair in his criticism
of the financial administration of the
Government, and his aim was to be
helpful. One matter to which that hon.
member drew attention was the sinking
fund provision in respect of the loan
out of which the goldfields water scheme
was constructed. As hon. members are
aware, a siking fund at the rate of 3
per cent, per annum is not needed in
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order to meet that loan at maturity.
The member for Irwin mentioned that
a sining fund based on a rate of 3 per
cent, would more than meet the loan
when it fell due. Having made inquiry.
I learn that the rate can be reduced
from 3 per cent. to l per cent., which
latter rate would allow of the accumnula-
tion of funds adequate for meeting the
loan at maturity.

Mr. Moflowall :I spoke on that
subject to the same effect four years
ago.

The PREMIER:- No doubt; but
at that period the hon. member's speeches
were not audible. However, it is my
opinion that even at this juncture we
should not be justified in reducing
the sinking fund payment. Tf we were
entitled to reduce the sinking fund rate
for the goldfields water scheme loan
to merely what would meet that loan
at maturity, then we should also be
entitled to increase the sinking fund
payments in respect of loans which
present percentages of sinking fund
will not so meet. Thus there is somen-
thing to balance even what might be
termed the excessive rate of sinking
fund payable as regards the goldfields
water scheme loan. It is certain. that
the State is not accumulating sufficient
sinking fund to meet all it5 loans at matar
ity ; and therefore, in my opinion, we should
not be justified in reducing any rate of
sinking fund that happens to have
been fixed too high for its particular
purpose. In any case, such a course
would be undesirable, and would prob-
ably be misunderstood by our bond-
holders, with consequent serious damiage
to the credit of Western Australia.

Mr. Robinson:- You could not do it
except by converting the stock.

The PREMIER : Yes ; we should
have to convert the stock in order to
reduce the rate of sinking fund. The
only other point worthy of notice that
was raised by hon. members opposite
related to stores. The member [or
Irwin (Mr. James Gardiner) said that
the quantity of stores held by the State
was creeping up, and becoming a very
heavy item, upon which, of course,
the people have to pay interest. In

the first instance, stores are paid for
by loan funds or trust funds. As they are
distributed to the various departme nts,
their cost is debited against either loan
or revenue, according to the nature of
the work or purpose for whicah they are
utilised. The member for Irwin em-
phasised that the amount of mnoney
represented by stores had been creeping
uip. But what has to be remembered
in this connection is that at the period
when the member for Irwin held the
Treasuryship there were no State trading
concerus, whilst the Water Supply De-
partmnent was administered under a
special Act, that department's stores
not being then shown in the Govern-
ment's Stores account as is the case
to-day. All additional stores to which
I have referred are now held by the
Comptroller of Stores, and are charged
against the Government's stores account.
The natural result-a result intensified
by the expansion of the departments
since the days of the hion. member's
Treasurership-was A large increase in
the item of Government stores. That
result was, in fact, absolutely inevitable
unless the Government had decided to
adopt the suggestion that the mer-
chants of this State should be permitted
to carry stores, upon which we would
draw as we reqired them. The advice
which has been tendered me on that
suggestion is that we should frequently
find, when we want stocks, that the
merchants are not carying them. A
further objection urged is that, in ad-
dition. to paying the merchants interest
on the cost of stores held by them, we
should have to meet a charge for storage.
We are paying interest, it is true, on
the money represented by Governent
stores ; but the rate is only 4j per
cent., at moat,; whilst the merchants
would require anything from 6 to 8
per cent. Thus, under our present stores
systemn, we effect a saving of interest,
as well as9 saving practically all storsg& 1
charges ; because, as hon. membertM4
know, our stores are held on Crown
lands and in buildings owned by the
Government. Therefore it is considered
better to carry stores. ourselves than to
let the merohanits carry them for us
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Again, the fact that numerous railways
are in course of construction or about
to be undertaken, necess4arily leads to
heavy increases in the Stores item,
because tho Oovernme-it must carry
the nocessary rails and fastenings and
-other materials ro~luired. Indeed, I can
assure the Committee that the rise
shown by the Stores debit is occasioned
principally by purchases of rails and
fastenings and of other material needed
to carry on public works. I wish to
state that I have impressed on the
Comptroller of Stores in the Railway
Department as well as on Air. Simpson
the urgent necessity for keeping stores
down to the absolute bedrock ; and both
gentlemen assure me that they are using
their best efforts towards that end,
more especially by avoiding indents for
such goods and material as can he pu--
chased locally.

Air. E. B. Johnston : There is the
question of the moratorium.

The PREMIER:; I do riot think it is
desirable that I should make any pro-
nouncement on that matter at the
present stage. If action in thle nature
of proclaiming a moratorium is to be
taken, it must be taken promptly,
without prior notice to thle public. An
extremely probable result of declaring
that the Government intend to proclaim
a moratorium would be to provoke
that very difficulty which a inoratoritun
is designed to prevent. We do not wish
to stir creditors into action by the fear
of a moratorium. All I need say on
this point is that at present thle Govern-
ment have no intention of putting the
moratorium legislation into effect. If we
should be compelled to do it, we shall do
it without saying anything teforehiand,
and so obviate unnecessary heart-burn-
ing and suffering. Returning to these
Estimates, I wish to expressr my wvell-
eonsidpred opinion that if ever there
was a discussion on the Treasurer's
finiancial statement that was, in the
main, devoid of anything in the nature
of really helpful criticism, it is thle
discussion now closing. At the time
when everybody is urging that all party
feeling should be. put aside, especially
on the questionjof public finance, that
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everyone should spring to the assistance
of the Treasurer and try to show him
hlow the State's financial position may
be improved, the debate on the financial
statement is marked by displays of the
bitterest of party feeling.

Mr. Harrison: Do not you think that
the public offices should be modernisied T
Would not that result in savings?

The PREMIER : Yes ; that is fully
appreciated by the Governmnent, With
the offices situated as they arc at present
-rabbit wvarrens all over the place-
how is; it possible to control thle work of
public servants effectively ? One Min-
ister, in charge of a single department,
may be responsible for the working of
half a dezen offices distributed over
various parts of the City. Unlder such
conditions, how cani the Minjister exer-
eise the needful supervision ? How-
ever, it is the intention of the Govern.
miont to set about the erection of new
offices on modern plans. The site select-
ed is that of the old police court. Plans
have been drawn, and specifications
are being prepared ; and we hope to
make a commencemient within, com-
paratively, a few weeks. When those
offices have been completed, departments
which, as I say, are at present scattered
about, or housed in rabbit warrens, will
be properly accommodated, under one
roof, and affectively supervised.

Mir. Harrison: Coid not you save a
good de-al by doing away with the cir-
cuinlocution that goes on ?

The PREMIER: We have the matter
of erection of new public offices actively
in hand at the present time.

Mir. Harrison ;I thought something
might he done in that direction while
the departments are not working under
pressure.

Thle PRUfEMIE: Something with re-
gard to tile administration of the de-
partLments ?

Mr. Harrison; Yes ; while the new
offices are being put up. In the mean-
time, mode-rnise the methods employed
in the Government offices.

The PREMIIER: That cannot 1)08-
sibly be done until new offices have
actually been erected. 'Under existing
conditions, no one walking casually into
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a department could tell whether any
particular officer -was properly applying
himself to his duties-not even if h6
stood at the officer's shoulder all day
long. And then there arc certain classes
of officers whose work it is very difficult
to gauge. No man witbout technical
knowledge could tell whether, for ex-
ample, a draftsman was doing his duty
by the State. At presout, the doing of
one's duty is, for public servants, al-
most entirely a matter of fair conscience.
They are poked away in little rooms,
mostly, and this circumstance renders
continuous supervision impracticable.
What we want to do is to modernise
our office accommodation, and there-
upon to set about the making of econo-
mies. Once we do btart, we will con-
tinue until we are satisfied that the
Public Service is being conducted en-
tirely in the best interests of the com-
inunity es a whole. However, I wish to
say once again that the criticisms which
have been uttered upon these Estimates
have, with but few exceptions, failed
to prove helpful to myself as Treasurer.
There are matters which I might bring
forward in refutation of much of the
adverse criticism to which I have been
subjected ; but in the interests of the
State of Western Australia and of the
British Empire I decline to advance
certain facts within my knowledge. ]
prefer to bear my burden. The Gov-
ernment are faced with difficulties which,
in the absence of a knowledge of the
full facts, hon. members cannot pos-
sibly appreciate. In conclusion, I may
be permitted to express the hope that
a return of normal good harvests, a re-
covery of the pastoral areas, and a
revival in industry generally will speedily
bring back prosperity and well-being
to the State and the people of Western
Australia.

General debate concluded :Votes and
Items discussed as follow -

Votes- His Excellency the Case en oe.
1,.750 ; Executive Counrel. £50; LiqiA-

la live Council, £969- agreed io.
Vote- Legislaitie Ass cintbly, £1,900:
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11-32 p.mn.

llcilantivc Coundll,
Tuesday, 16th February, 1915.

Absence of President
Joinat Select Comrmitte,, Money Bills Procedure.
Bills: Dhi-dend Dute Act Amendment, report

stage, SR.
Lunacy Act A mendment, Assembly's mesag
Vermin Board Act Amendment, Assembly'

message --.

Licensing Act Amendment (No. 2), discharged
Motion: land and Income Tax Act, to &mend..
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ABSEN('E OF PRESIDENT.
The Clerk reported the absence of the

President (Hon. H. Briggs) owing to ill-
hecalth.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. 3M. Drew-Central) [4.30): We al
deeply regret the illness5 of the Presi-
dent, and we hope it wvill not be loug be
fore lie is restored to its. I mnove-

That the lio#. IV. Kin gemill, Chair-
man of Committees, lake the Chair as
Acting President of the Council pend-
ing tile return of the flo". fi. Briggs.
Qu1estion p~assed.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon.

W. Kingasii) as Actig President took
the Chair at 4.30 pr.., and read prayers.

JOINT SELECT COM1TITTEE,
MONEY BILLS PROCEDURE.

On motion by Hon. D. G. GAWLER,
the time for bringing up tile Committee's
report extended to Tuesday, the 23rd
IFebruary.

BILL-DIVIDEND DUTIES ACT
A2IME NT.

Report stage, etcetera.

Report of Committee adopted.
Bill read a third time and passed,

BILL-LUNACY ACT AMENDMENT.

Assemabig's Message.

Message fromn the Assembly having
been received notifying that it had dis-
agreed to the Council's modification of
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